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“If you save the life of one person, it is as if you saved the world entire.”

									    - Talmud
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Commemorative postage honoring international diplomat rescuers, issued by the Israeli post office, 1998
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Introduction to Diplomatic Rescue

ESCAPE AND REFUGE

In 1938, a conference was held in Evian, France, to determine international policy regarding refugees fleeing Nazi Germany and other parts of occupied Europe.  This conference was later called the “Evian Conference.”  The outcome of this conference was a consensus that most European countries would not allow Jewish victims of Nazi persecution to have refuge in their countries.  These countries who refused asylum were: the United States, Great Britain, Canada, France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, and other countries of the free world.  The official policy of most foreign ministries was not to allow Jewish immigration.

Jewish emigration to Palestine was severely limited by the British.  Neutral Switzerland was afraid of violating its neutrality.  Immigration to the United States was virtually impossible due to bureaucracy and official policies to keep Jewish refugees out.

A strict quota system limited the entry of immigrants to the United States according to their country of origin.  To obtain a visa, a would-be immigrant had to fill out many forms and submit them to American consular officials in Europe, whose policy was to issue visas very sparingly.  There were financial criteria to prevent refugees from entering the United States.  One requirement was a certificate of good conduct attesting to the good character of the immigrant.  This was supposed to be obtained from the local police authority; in many cases, this was the Nazi Gestapo.  

American immigration law did not include any provisions for admitting refugees fleeing persecution.  Further, after the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939, German Jews were barred as potential spies.

The United States, itself a nation of immigrants, was reluctant to become a safe haven for Jewish refugees.  Nationalism, along with widespread antisemitism, further complicated the problem.  Between 1933 and 1945, there were only two years in which the quota for Germany and Austria was filled.

Hitler noted that no country would provide safety for Jewish victims, and began the murder of innocent people with the confidence that no country would intervene.
h

[bookmark: _Hlk212707972][image: ]

British visa issued to seventy-five Jewish Children as part of the Kindertransport

“It is a fantastic commentary on the inhumanity of our times that for thousands and thousands of -people a piece of paper with a stamp on it is the difference between life and death.”
     - Dorothy Thompson, American journalist

THE IMPULSE TO RESCUE

Throughout Nazi-occupied Europe, thousands of people risked their lives to save Jews.  Rescue took many forms.  Some rescuers acted on their own; others worked in cooperation with family, neighbors, and friends.  Entire communities took the responsibility for sheltering Jews.  In the case of Denmark, an entire nation rallied to prevent the deportation of its Jewish citizens.

What motivated the rescuers?  Some sympathized with the Jews.  Others were actually anti-Semitic, but could not sanction murder.  Some were bound to those they saved by ties of friendship and personal loyalty, while others went out of their way to help total strangers.  Some were compelled by their political beliefs or religious values.  For some rescuers, the decision to help was the result of the consideration that all life is important.  For many rescuers, they did what they thought was only natural.

Many rescuers felt they were simply acting out of simple human decency.  They later insisted that they were not heroes, and that they never thought of themselves as doing anything special or extraordinary.

What difference did the rescuers make?  The success of the Nazis in annihilating the Jewish people was dependent on local collaboration, or lack of it.  In Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland, nine out of ten Jews were killed.  In Denmark, more than nine out of ten were saved.  A crucial difference was the behavior of ordinary citizens toward their neighbors.

When citizens stood by and did nothing, Jews were murdered.  When people took it upon themselves to act as rescuers, Jews had a chance.

[image: ]
Refugees in Belgium, May 1940
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Life saving visa issued in Kaunas Lithuania issued to the Levin family

DIPLOMATIC RESCUE

Diplomats were different from ordinary rescuers of the Holocaust.  They were often in a position to rescue large numbers of Jews and other refugees.  Diplomats were responsible for saving among the largest number of Jews and other refugees rescued in the Holocaust.

Most diplomats, particularly those active early in the war, issued visas, including exit, transit, and destination visas, protective passes, and other life-saving documents.  Diplomats often worked with rescue and relief organizations, including clandestine organizations.  This was often done in direct opposition to their countries’ orders, policies and regulations.  Vatican diplomats also issued protective papers and life-saving baptismal certificates.  Archbishop Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli helped save thousands of Jews by issuing protective papers from his office in Turkey.

[bookmark: _Hlk212708091][image: ]

Polish diplomat Jan Karski

In addition to issuing protective papers, diplomats were often the first line in reporting the murder of Jews throughout Europe.  Polish diplomat Jan Karski gathered information about the Holocaust in Poland and reported it to leaders in the West.  Vatican diplomats (nuncios) were among those at the forefront of reporting on atrocities in Europe.  Monsignor Andrea Cassulo and Monsignor Giuseppe Burzio reported directly to the Vatican.

Many diplomats encouraged their governments to intervene on behalf of the Jews.  They encouraged their governments to actively protest the murder and advocated that governments liberalize immigration policies to save as many people as possible.  Some diplomats were even successful in these efforts.  Italian diplomats in Southern France, Croatia and Greece influenced the policy of the government toward saving Jews.  

[image: ]

Mexican Consul General Gilberto Bosques protested the treatment of Jews to leaders in Southern France.

Several diplomats warned the Jewish community of impending disaster.  Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz, of Germany, warned of the impending deportations in Denmark in the beginning of October 1943.  His warning enabled the Danish people to thwart Nazi plans to murder the Jews of Denmark.

Some diplomats saved lives by providing the very means of survival.  International Red Cross representatives, who carried the status of diplomats, not only issued protective papers but were also responsible for distributing food and medical supplies to Jews throughout Europe.

[image: ]

Several diplomats, such as Raoul Wallenberg, Carl Lutz, Laszlo Szamosi and Selahattin Ülkümen, prevented Jews from being deported by physically standing between the Nazis and the Jews they were deporting, risking their very lives.  These diplomats stopped Jews from being deported and intervened to save Jews who were on death marches.

The most important quality of diplomats who helped refugees was a willingness to defy their own governments and the governments of the Nazis and their collaborators.  Coming to the aid of persecuted Jews required not only courage, but also a high degree of independent-mindedness and creativity.  These diplomats used every loophole, ruse, or nuance in the regulations of their own country as well as the policy of the Nazi occupiers in order to help refugees.

As diplomats, disobeying home office directives took on great significance as their role was to represent the official policies of their countries.  By disobeying their home countries’ policies, they gave the impression of official sanction by the home country.  The decision to issue visas and other protective papers was seen as official opposition to Nazi policy.  The courageous diplomats were well aware of this impression, and it made their dilemma to issue the visas more difficult.  Nazi officials often thought that diplomats were, in fact, operating officially when they were not.

[bookmark: _Hlk212708574][image: ]

After issuing thousands visas to Jewish and other refugees in Bordeaux, France, in June 1940, Portuguese Consul General Aristides de Sousa Mendes explained: “My government has denied all applications for visas to any refugee.  But I cannot allow these people to die...I am going to issue [a visa] to anyone who asks for it...Even if I am discharged, I can only act as a Christian, as my conscience tells me.”

A private decision to defy the authority of the home country was a difficult moral and political decision.  The rescue of Jews by a diplomat was thus never done in secret and thus the diplomat’s action immediately put him at personal and political risk. This did not often protect them from being punished for disobeying orders.   

To some extent, diplomats were protected by their diplomatic status.  Their lives were often not at as great a risk as individual rescuers in Nazi occupied Europe.  This, however, was not always the case.  Some diplomats were arrested and imprisoned for their life-saving activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk212708646][image: ]

Government policy, even one that is morally wrong, was expected to be obeyed.  Consul Chiune Sugihara, of Japan, was forced to resign in 1947 for helping Jews in Lithuania.  Chiune Sugihara remembered: “Those people told me the kind of horror they would have to face if they didn’t get away from the Nazis and I believe them.  There was no place else for them to go....If I had waited any longer, even if permission came, it might have been too late.”

Consul General De Sousa Mendes, of Portugal, was forced out of diplomatic service and was unable to obtain employment for the rest of his life. Yet De Sousa Mendes had no regrets: “If so many Jews can suffer because of one person [Hitler], then one Christian can suffer for Jews.”  In 1954, de Sousa Mendes died in poverty.


[bookmark: _Toc187156984][bookmark: _Hlk212708686]

THE LEGACY

There are tens of thousands of people alive today who are descendants of the refugees who received visas from the diplomats.  One is Yvonne Rysak, whose father received a visa from Sugihara: 

“The Nazis murdered my father’s three sisters and one of his brothers....I know my dad would be pleased to know that so many people are getting to know Sugihara.  I want to, on my father’s behalf, thank this man.  I wouldn’t be here, my family wouldn’t be here, if it weren’t for this man.  It’s pretty overwhelming.”
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Spanish protective paper issued by Angel Sanz Briz in Budapest
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Jewish refugees going to America



[bookmark: _Toc211492455]Diplomats Who Rescued Jews

Alphabetical

The following is a list of the principal diplomats featured in the Visas for Life: The Righteous and Honorable Diplomats Project.  An asterisk indicates that the diplomat has been officially recognized by the state of Israel and Yad Vashem: The World Holocaust Remembrance Center.




György (George) Ádám, “Third Secretary,” Vatican Embassy, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-1945

[bookmark: _Hlk127072628][bookmark: _Hlk127072780]György Ádám was a Jewish refugee who sought refuge in the Vatican embassy in Budapest.  The Papal Nuncio, Angelo Rotta, agreed to let Adam represent the Vatican office.  While there, Adam volunteered to go on missions to the Óbuda brickyards to release Jews from custody.  In doing so, he was able to prevent Jews from being deported to the death camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau.  Armed with Vatican protective documents, Adam was able to release hundreds of Jews from the Óbuda brickyards transit camp.  He worked with Father Gennaro Verolino, the assistant to Angelo Rotta, in rescuing Jews from death marches to the Austrian border.  On one occasion, he prevented the arrest of Admiral Horthy, the Regent of Hungary, and his family, by Nazi occupying forces.  At that time, he announced that he was the Second Secretary to the Nunciatura.  This title stuck with him throughout the war.  Adam provided testimony to Yad Vashem on behalf of Father Gennaro Verolino that enabled Father Verolino to be recognized as Righteous Among the Nations.

[bookmark: _Hlk212708801]György Ádám testimony:

György Ádám from Komarom was a student at the University of Budapest until he was expelled by the Germans in 1944. One day, during a heavy aerial bombardment, he hid in a Catholic high school. When the building itself was shelled, he ran out to seek a safer shelter. Not knowing where to turn, he wandered the streets until he found himself standing in front of a building with a sign “Apostolic Nunziatura.” He rang the bell and when the doorman opened the gate, he told him of his desperate situation and then collapsed. Verolino arrived, and immediately took Ádám inside the building, and offered him food and drink. After hearing his story, Verolino told Ádám to relax, and gave him false identification papers. Ádám later recalled: “One day, much to my surprise, Father Verolino gave me a statement, confirmed by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, that I was employed at the Apostolic Nunziatura as a clerk.” Every morning, Verolino and Ádám left the building to distribute letters of protection signed by Rotta, and traveled by Vatican convoy to the northwestern border to save Jews on the "death marches" toward Austria. 

[György Adam oral history testimony.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981).  Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948).]
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Edoardo Dino Alfieri, Italian Ambassador in Berlin, 1940-1942

Dino Alfieri (June 8, 1886 – January 2, 1966) was an Italian fascist politician and diplomat.  

Under Mussolini's government, Alfieri was assigned several tasks: between 1929 and 1934, he was co-director of the Exhibition of the Fascist Revolution, deputy secretary of the Corporazioni, and deputy secretary for Press and Propaganda from 1935, assuming the duties of Minister Galeazzo Ciano during the latter's mission in the Second Italo-Abyssinian War. When Ciano moved on to become Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dino Alfieri found himself appointed Minister of People's Culture in 1937, and declared himself in favour of Antisemitic racial segregation laws passed in 1938.

“He was Italy's envoy to the Holy See starting 7 November 1939, and five months later to Nazi Germany, where he often met Adolf Hitler. While there, he was constantly helping out Italian workers and consulate staff. As the war progressed and Italy needed help, he attempted to solicit material aid from Germany, but despite assurances, little came of it. When the war began to deteriorate for the Axis, he wrote communiques and expressed verbally to Mussolini that the Germans saw Italy simply as a buffer state from the encroaching allies and urged the Duce to seek peace with the Allies but simultaneously assured the Germans that Italy was not betraying them.”

[bookmark: _Hlk127072914]He was the Italian Ambassador in Berlin in 1940-1942.  In 1940, Alfieri sent a proposal to the Italian foreign ministry to protect the rights of Italian Jewish citizens residing in France.  The ministry approved Alfieri’s request to protect citizenship and property rights of French Jews.  On September 2, 1942, Ambassador Alfieri was successful in his formal request that the German Foreign Office delay the application of anti-Semitic racial laws in North Africa.  Further, he persuaded the German high command in Tunisia not to take measures against Jews of Italian nationality without the consent of the Italian Consul General there.  Over 5,000 Italian Jews in Tunisia were thus left unharmed.   

“In July 1943, Alfieri was called to Rome by members of the Grand Council in order to participate in a meeting. It is unclear as to whether he truly realized what was being proposed at the meeting. A member of the Grand Council of Fascism, Alfieri voted in favor of Dino Grandi's coup d'état in July 1943, that led to Mussolini's arrest and fall from power of the Italian Fascist government. 
When the German Wehrmacht occupied Italy (see Operation Achse), Alfieri fled to Switzerland.”

“In January 1944, he was sentenced to death in absentia by a kangaroo court during the Verona trial. The Swiss government did not give him political asylum but tolerated his attendance in Switzerland.”

“On 12 November 1946, an Italian court stated his innocence. On 6 February 1947, an inquiry of the Italian Foreign Ministry ended. Then, he was officially pensioned off.”

[Alfieri, Dino. Deux dictateurs face à face: Rome-Berlin, 1939-1943. (Paris, 1948). Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 25-26, 106-107, 117, 225, 256-257, 284 n.13. Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 473-476, 486-487, 491. Michaelis, Meir. Mussolini and the Jews: German-Italian Relations and the Jewish Question in Italy, 1922-1945. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), pp. 108, 116, 131, 161, 177-178, 185, 229, 279, 289-290, 296, 301-302, 316, 333, 337, 417. Christian Zentner, Friedemann Bedürftig (1991). The Encyclopedia of the Third Reich. Macmillan, New York.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213441837]Per Anger,* Secretary of the Swedish Legation in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214280952]See also Carl Ivan Danielsson*, Raoul Wallenberg*, Lars Berg*, Asta Nilsson

[bookmark: _Hlk213439866]Per Anger* (December 7, 1913 – August 25, 2002) was the Secretary of the Swedish Legation in Budapest, Hungary in 1944-1945.  Anger, along with Minister Carl Ivan Danielsson, kept the Swedish legation open in Hungary and worked closely with their diplomats and volunteers.  Anger designed and distributed an early form of Swedish protective paper.  Anger also personally intervened on behalf of Jews who were being deported to the Nazi death camps.  On other occasions, Anger rescued Jews from Nazi death marches leaving Budapest.  On July 9, War Refugee Board (WRB) representative Raoul Wallenberg arrived in Budapest. He immediately extended Anger's initiative, introducing newly designed protective passes (Schutzpässe) and creating "safe houses" throughout the city. Anger and Wallenberg worked together, often literally rescuing Jews from transports and death marches. After the Soviets invaded in January 1945, both Anger and Wallenberg were taken into custody. Anger was released three months later, but Wallenberg was never seen again.  Consul Anger along with Wallenberg, Lars Burg and other in the Swedish Legations are credited with saving thousands of Jews from the spring of 1944 until the end of the war in May 1945. Per Anger was awarded the Righteous Among the Nations title by the State of Israel in 1980.  He became an honorary citizen of Israel in 2001. Throughout his post-war career, Anger led efforts to learn what happened to Wallenberg, even meeting personally with Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev in the 1980’s. For more than 50 years, Per Anger worked tirelessly preserving the memory of Raoul Wallenberg.  In April 2002 Swedish Prime Minister Göran Persson awarded Anger the Illis Quorum Meruere Labores (For Those Whose Labors Have Deserved It) for his actions during and after the war. This is the highest award that can be conferred upon an individual Swedish citizen by the Government of Sweden. Anger died in 2002.  He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Anger, Per. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (Washington, DC: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1996). Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 899, 1088. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 68. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), p. 227. Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden: 1998), pp. 255, 236-277.  Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 68, 75, 107, 162, 249. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948).]



[bookmark: _Hlk214528079][bookmark: _Hlk214281000]Dr. Lukács Antal*, Swedish Red Cross, Budapest Hungary

See also Valdemar* and Nina Langelet*, and Monsignor Angelo Rota*

Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/5126

“Antal Lukács, a resident of Budapest, studied Swedish with Waldemar Langlet* (see Sweden) a university instructor who was a well-known authority on the language. Waldemar, who had lived in Hungary for many years together with his wife, Nina Langlet, was the cultural attaché at the Swedish embassy. After the German invasion of Hungary in March 1944, he was appointed chairman of the Hungarian branch of the Swedish Red Cross. During this period, Lukács worked as one of Waldemar’s assistants in the Swedish Red Cross. In the name of this international organization, Lukács helped Waldemar to extend Swedish Red Cross protection to many persecuted Jews, and in so doing, saved their lives. Lukács worked mainly in Újpest, one of the suburbs of Budapest, managing the local branch. He dedicated himself to the task of saving Jews, despite the fact that he himself was an army deserter, and was known to be an anti-fascist, something that already put him at risk during this difficult period. One of the Jews saved by Lukács was Imre Hegyesi, a well-known graphic artist. Lukács appeared at the forced-labor unit in which Hegyesi served, bearing a letter of protection of the Swedish Red Cross. With the help of this document, Hegyesi was able to avoid the fate that awaited the rest of the Jews in his unit, and to survive the war. Among Lukács’s many other survivors were Mrs. Ferenc Bóth and Edit Beck. During the period of Arrow Cross rule, the activities of the Swedish Red Cross became more and more dangerous. Some Red Cross workers, like Asta Nielsen, a Christian woman from Sweden, were arrested and put into the main ghetto. Others were forced to go into hiding. In November 1944, Lukács was arrested by the Arrow Cross. It was only due to the personal intervention of Langlet, and the heads of the International Red Cross, that Lukács was released. After he was let out of prison, Lukács continued to manage the Újpest branch of the Swedish Red Cross. In 1948, Lukács received the Medal of Honor from the Democratic Republic of Hungary, for his bravery and activities in 1944. On February 19, 1992, Yad Vashem recognized Antal Lukács as Righteous Among the Nations.”




[bookmark: _Hlk214281071]József Antall*, Polish Ministry of Interior during the years 1939 – 1944.

See also Henryk Sławik*, Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki*, Erzsébet Szapáry*

József Antall, (March 3, 1896-July 7, 1974) 

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/4350:

“With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. Dr. József Antall was responsible for civilian refugees for the Ministry of Interior during the years 1939 – 1944. Dr. Antall worked in cooperation with the Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs in Hungary, headed by Henryk Sławik and Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, which was actually the representative of the Polish government-in-exile. The lawyer Tzvi (Henryk) Zimmerman, who escaped from Poland to Hungary at the end of 1943, later testified that this Polish Committee, together with Antall, greatly contributed to the efforts to rescue Jews who had fled from Poland to Hungary, by disguising them as non-Jews. Dr. Siegfried Róth, a refugee from Slovakia living in Hungary who was active in the underground activities of the Zionist Youth movement, testified after the war that he met with Dr. Antall in his office in 1943, and that Antall offered his help to any of the members of the underground who might need it. Indeed, on occasions when some of Róth’s friends were arrested, Róth went to Antall, who always intervened and sometimes managed to get people released. After the Germans invaded Hungary, the heads of the Polish Committee were arrested by the Gestapo. Some, like Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, were murdered immediately, and some, like Henryk Sławik and Erzsébet Szapáry, were brutally interrogated and deported to camps in the Reich. Antall, too, was arrested in July 1944, but was released some time afterwards thanks to his friends in the Polish Committee, who claimed in their interrogations that Antall knew nothing about their illegal activities. After the war, Antall was appointed as the Minister of Rehabilitation and the Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross. On December 13, 1989, Yad Vashem recognized József Antall as Righteous Among the Nations. File 4350
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Tibor Baranski

[bookmark: _Hlk214528127]Tibor Baranski*, International Committee of the Red Cross and Vatican Office Budapest Hungary

[bookmark: _Hlk195619855][bookmark: _Hlk214549240]see also Angello Rotta*, Father Genaro Verolino*, Sandor Gyorgy Ujvary*, Rozsi (Rose Marie) Vajkai, Georgy Adam, Angelo Guiseppi Roncalli, Gizella Apor, Countess Maria Pejakevich, Dr. Istvan Biro.

[bookmark: _Hlk212709749]Tibor Baranski* (June 11, 1922 – January 20, 2019) was a textile merchant and seminary student associated with the International Red Cross (IRC) rescue activities within the framework of the Vatican Nunciature in Budapest. 

When he was 22, Baranski was forced by the advancing Soviets to leave his seminary studies and return to Budapest. He talked his way into the residence of Papal Nuncio Monsignor Angelo Rotta, the Vatican's representative in Budapest. He persuaded Rotta to give him papers that would allow a Jewish family, friends of his aunt, to escape Hungary. Rotta was so impressed by his boldness, he recruited Baranski to help save other Jews. Over nine weeks, before the Soviets surrounded Budapest, Baranski orchestrated the rescue of more than 3,000 Jews. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195620007][bookmark: _Hlk194065649][bookmark: _Hlk194065958]He had been particularly helpful along the death march route to Hegyeshalom. Equipped with letters of authorization signed by the Nuncio and with pre-signed blank safe-conduct certificates in his possession, Branski and his associates succeeded in saving thousands of Jews before they were to be handed over to the Germans.  He was also made manager of the Vatican’s “protected houses,” buildings in which those who received protection letters could expect to live relatively safely, beyond the reach of the anti-Jewish laws. At the time, these houses sheltered many thousands of Jews. In his official capacity, Baranski paid for the upkeep of thousands of Jews living in the Vatican’s protected houses. With the help of his aunt, who worked for a pharmaceutical company, he distributed medicine, extra food, and supplies to the hidden Jews. "I worked night and day and got very little sleep. Some days I didn't have a second to eat," he recalled. "Besides the grace of God ... I had some courage and some organizational abilities." He also did what he could to guarantee their security, fighting off the gangs of Arrow Cross members who ignored the houses’ protected status, entered the compounds and attacked the Jewish residents. Among his closest collaborators were Sandor Gyorgy Ujvary and Dr. Istvan Biro, a Transylvanian member of the House of Representatives.   Baranski also collaborated with Raoul Wallenberg and arranged private, unofficial meetings between the Swedish diplomat and Angelo Rotta. Baránszki often cooperated with other diplomats including Swiss vice consul Carl Lutz and Spanish Charge de affaires Angel Sanz Briz.  “Baranski was arrested by the Soviets on December 30, 1944, and sent on a 16-day, 160-mile (260 km) forced march towards a Soviet prison, during which he ate only four times. He was saved by a sympathetic guard and made his way back to Budapest.”

“On January 11, 1979, Baranski was recognized as one of the Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem. In 1980, Baranski was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council where he helped guide the formation of the memorial. Hungarian Ambassador to the United States Dán Károly, presented Baranski with the Hungarian Honorary Cross of the Order of Merit.  The Israeli Postal Authority issued a stamp to honor Baranski in April 2017.”
 
[bookmark: _Hlk195619963][Asaf, 1990, p. 71. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 841, 998, 1075-1076. Lévai, J. “Hungarian Jewry and the Papacy.” London: Sands and Company, 1968. Lévai, J. “Grey Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews.” Budapest: Officina, 1946. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 371-374. Ben-Tov, Arieh. Facing the Holocaust in Budapest: The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1943-1945. (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1988). Rosenfeld, Harvey. Raoul Wallenberg, Angel of Rescue: Heroism and Torment in the Gulag. (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books), chapter 5.] 
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Dr. Manuel Antonio Muñoz Barrero* Ecuadorian Consul in Stockholm, Sweden

“Manuel Barrero *, (February 4, 1891 – Mexico City, October 1976), graduated with a law degree in 1920 from the National University in Bogotá.  From Bogotá, he joined the Ecuadorian foreign service as third secretary at the Ecuadorian embassy in Colombia.”

Manuel was a member of the Ecuadorian aristocracy, being the son of Alberto Muñoz Vernaza and Teresa Borrero Moscoso. His mother was the daughter of former Ecuadorian President Antonio Borrero Cortázar, who was in turn the grandson of Francisco and the great-nephew of the Catholic priest José Ignacio Cortázar.  

“In 1931, he was appointed Consul General of Ecuador in Stockholm, Sweden.  During World War II, Sweden had declared itself a neutral country. In 1935, due to political controversies, he was dismissed as diplomatic consul but allowed to continue as honorary consul. On January 13, 1942, he was removed from the consulate.  He worked as a public relations officer, legal consultant, and translator.” 

Dr. Manuel Antonio Muñoz Borrero issued hundreds of passports/visas to Jewish refugees in Europe.  Borrero issued the visas at the request of a local rabbis and leaders from the World Jewish Congress, Abraham Israel Jacobson, Jacob Ettlinger, Fritz Holländer, Moritz Pineas, and John Benzian. At that time, it was possible to issue actual passports, and "promissory passports" that allowed travel with the country's commitment to issue a formal passport upon arrival.

“In 1941, Muñoz Borrero issued approximately 80 "promise" passports to Polish Jews who arrived in Turkey and presented them at the Chilean Embassy. The ambassador noted that the passports lacked signatures and photographs, prompting the Chilean Foreign Ministry to inform the Ecuadorian Foreign Ministry of this discrepancy.” In many cases, Muñoz Borrero did not collect the consular feesfor the visas.

“According to a recent report, Borrero came into conflict with the Ecuadorian foreign minister, who had asked him to cease issuing visas.  Despite pressure from Ecuador, Borrero continued to issue visas.  In 1942, Borrero worked in cooperation with a Chilean minister in Ankara, Turkey, and the Polish Consul General in Exile in Ankara, Turkey.  The German government put pressure on the Ecuadorian government to fire Borrero.  Borrero was warned and interrogated several times by the Swedish police and by the Swedish secret service (Säkerhetstjänsten).  Borrero was dismissed from his job on January 13, 1942, as Consul General of Ecuador in Stockholm under pressure from the Nazi regime.  He did not return to Ecuador.  Borrero died in Stockholm after the war.”

“Muñoz Borrero maintained his residence in Stockholm until 1961.  He worked as a public relations officer, legal consultant, and translator.” 

“He was named Righteous Among the Nations in 2011 for his role in helping Jews escape the Holocaust, first as Consul General and then as Honorary Consul of Ecuador in Stockholm. In 2018, he was posthumously reinstated to the Ecuadorian foreign service by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility and recognized as an example of solidarity and effort in diplomacy. On March 7, 2023, the government of Ecuador awarded the posthumous decoration of the National Order "Honorato Vásquez" in the grade of Grand Cross, for his outstanding and tireless work as Honorary Consul General in Stockholm during the Second World War.

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/11804:

“Dr. Manuel Antonio Munoz Borrero* was born in Cuenca, Ecuador in 1891 and was appointed Consul to Stockholm in 1931. In 1941, with the assistance of the Chilean Consulate, Dr. Munoz Borrero sent some 80 passports to Istanbul for distribution to Poles, most of whom were Jewish. As a result, Dr. Munoz Borrero was fired in January 1942 and the Ecuadorian government informed the Swedish government of his termination, although they did not send a replacement. The Swedes did not confiscate the consulate archives, as requested by Ecuador, so the seals and documents remained in Munoz Borrero's possession. Later, Jewish leaders in Sweden, including Rabbi Avraham Israel Jacobson, approached Dr. Munoz Borrero requesting that he issue passports to Jews in occupied Europe so that they could benefit from the relative protection afforded to Latin-American citizens from deportation to the death camps. Dr. Munoz Borrero agreed, and started to issue passports using lists he received from the Jewish activists, despite the fact that he had been forbidden to use any consulate-related papers or equipment. As a result, Dr. Munoz Borrero was questioned by the Swedish police, and was under the surveillance of the Swedish secret service. The issue of these passports was contrary to the orders of the Ecuadorian government, thus making it unlikely that he would ever be rehabilitated by his government. In the final analysis, the Ecuadorian passports sent from Sweden to Poland via Istanbul did not save their new owners. One group of Jews with Latin-American citizenship, including those with Ecuadorian passports, was deported to Bergen Belsen, and was murdered in October 1943. A second group of Polish Jews with foreign passports, among them 10 with documents from Ecuador, was sent to the Vittel camp in France, but this proved to be only temporary - at the end of April 1944 they were deported to Auschwitz. The Ecuadorian passports issued by Dr. Munoz Borrero were also sent to the Netherlands. These passports exempted their owners from wearing the yellow star, postponed deportation to camps in the East, and provided other protection from anti-Jewish legislation. Of this group of Jews, 96 were deported to Bergen Belsen. Some died as a result of the horrific conditions there, but several survivors applied to Yad Vashem to recognize Dr. Munoz Borrero as Righteous Among the Nations, among them Betty Meyer, née Eichenhauser. One day, Betty and her mother, who had emigrated from Germany to Holland, received two Ecuadorian passports in their names. All they had to do was affix their photographs and sign. Thanks to those passports, Betty and her mother were spared deportation to the East. They were sent to Bergen Belsen, and from there, to Switzerland by train in January 1945, as part of a prisoner exchange, thus surviving the Holocaust. In 2011, Yad Vashem decided to award Dr. Manuel Antonio Munoz Borrero the title of Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk172438728]Jose Maria Barreto

[bookmark: _Hlk212714353][bookmark: _Hlk212709874]Jose Maria Barreto Bustíos* (November 16, 1875 – August 11, 1948), Consul for Peru in Switzerland

[bookmark: _Hlk212714325][bookmark: _Hlk172438844]“During the 1930s Peru suffered from effects of the world-wide economic crisis, and the government enacted legislation strongly restricting immigration to the country. On May 18, 1940, immigration was totally forbidden, and the life of immigrants who had previously entered the country was restricted, harshly limiting their economic activities. Moreover, a xenophobic attitude prevailed, directed mostly toward the Chinese and Japanese, who constituted the largest groups of immigrants. When President Roosevelt convened the Evian Conference in July 1938 to discuss the problem of the refugees—mostly Jews—from Germany, Peru initially refused to participate, accepting the invitation only later. Though the country’s delegate expressed sympathy for the victims of suffering, he joined the other delegates in refraining from proposing any practical solution to the refugees’ plight. On September 17, 1938, the American consul in Lima reported that Peru had instructed its diplomatic delegations to refuse visas to Jews. No exceptions were made to this policy, and in 1942, after the deportations to the death camps began, Peru’s government rejected a request of the local Jewish community to grant entry to 50 Jewish children from France. Thus, between 1933 and 1943, only 536 Jews were able to immigrate to Peru. The attitude and activity of Jose Maria Barreto, Peru’s consul general in Geneva, stands in stark contrast to his country’s immigration policy.
[bookmark: _Hlk212714435][bookmark: _Hlk158642613][bookmark: _Hlk127073701][bookmark: _Hlk158642757]“Abraham Silberschein, the head of RELICO, a Jewish relief organization in Switzerland funded by the World Jewish Congress, approached Consul Jose Barreto, asking him to issue Peruvian passports for Jews under German occupation. “Mr. Barreto, deeply moved by the suffering of millions of human beings in the occupied countries, wished to participate in helping to alleviate the plight of these innocent people and decided to agree and provide us with a certain number of passports so that we could send them to different persons in the countries under German control,” wrote Silberschein in a letter dated August 27, 1943. “Mr. Barreto was convinced that by this highly humane deed he would save a number of people.” Barreto aided 16 Peruvian citizens, one Swiss citizen who had been granted a visa with the permission of the Peruvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 27 passports issued to a total of 58 persons, including 14 children. Barreto explained that this had been done in the attempt to help persecuted Jews in concentration camps, who were otherwise in mortal danger. Barreto added that he hoped that the ambassador would take the special circumstances into consideration and would act with understanding and thoughtfulness. The ambassador of Peru in Bern forwarded the list to Lima, asking for instructions, adding that the 27 passports “had all been issued without permission to Jews in concentration camps” and that the consul’s motivation had been humanitarian. The response was cabled a week later, on August 19, 1943, signed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs: “1) Urgent. Inform the Swiss government that the passports issued by our consul general in Geneva are annulled and that they should be returned to us. Send us the details of each passport so that their bearers will be denied entry to Peru. 2) Barreto’s position is canceled, he is to be dismissed and the consulate in Geneva should be closed.” Barreto said that he had handed the passports over to Fanny Schulthess, the head of the Geneva-based Comité Internationale pour le placement des intellectuels Réfugiés. Schulthess was consequently detained by the Swiss police and interrogated about her involvement in obtaining Peruvian passports to save Jews. The official letter of dismissal followed on August 24, 1943, accusing Barreto of “issuing passports to foreigners whose entry to Peru had been forbidden to protect public interest and that the reasons he had given for his conduct were contrary to existing instructions.” Abraham Silberschein wrote to the Nuncio in Bern, Filippo Bernardini, asking him to intervene with the government of Peru on behalf of Barreto, but to no avail. The attempt to rescue Jews from death ended Barreto’s diplomatic career. 

On March 4, 2014, Yad Vashem recognized Jose Maria Barreto as Righteous Among the Nations. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.


[bookmark: _Hlk214464550]Dr. Ferenc Bartha, lawyer Portuguese Embassy, Budapest

See also Gyula Gulden

Aided Jews in the Portuguese Embassy.

[bookmark: _Hlk197322250]Braham 1981 p. 1447:

“On July 15 Portuguese charge d’affaires Branquinho and the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs applied to the German Legation for exit and transit permits for nine Hungarian Jews who had family or business relations in Portugal. The nine, including the Gabors, were given Portuguese passports valid till the end of the year. Veesenmayer was reluctant to act, although the departure of at least the Gabors had already been authorized, because in the meantime, the Fuhrer had laid down his conditions for allowing the emigration of Jews sponsored by the various neutral states. Consequently, the Portuguese request had for months been treated in the same dilatory manner as were the others.” 167 

“In the meantime, the charge d’affaires had authorized that passports be issued to all those Jews who could prove that they had any relations in Portugal or in Brazil. The petitions were handled by Gyula Gulden, who acted as Consul General, and by Dr. Ferenc Bartha, who headed a special section in the Legation. 

“After the Nyilas coup, the Portuguese increased the number of their protective passes. Although they promised Foreign Minister Kemeny that no more than 500 passes would be issued, in fact, more than 700 were given out. The Germans at first refused to recognize them. However, Pedro Tovar de Lemos, the Portuguese representative in Berlin, intervened; in addition, Szálasi was eager to obtain diplomatic recognition from the neutral states.” 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1447. Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 106.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214258473]Władysław Bartoszewski*, Provisional Committee for Aid to Jews, Zegota (the Council for Aid to Jews), deputy-director of the Jewish Section of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Polish government-in-exile in London.

“From September 1942, even before the establishment of Zegota (the Council for Aid to Jews), Władysław Bartoszewski (February 19, 1922 – April 24, 2015) was a loyal and devoted member of the Provisional Committee for Aid to Jews. When Zegota was established in December 1942, Bartoszewski (whose undercover name was “Ludwik”) threw himself wholeheartedly into working for the organization, as well as helping many Jewish refugees on a personal basis. In Zegota, Bartoszewski represented "The Polish Revival Front,” a clandestine Catholic organization, and served as deputy-director of the Jewish Section of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Polish government-in-exile in London. Bartoszewski saved the lives of many Jews who fled from the Warsaw ghetto and hid on the Aryan side of the city or elsewhere. Throughout his underground activities, Bartoszewski maintained close ties with Jewish representatives of Zegota, including Leon Feiner, the Bund representative and Adolf Berman, representative of the Jewish National Council. As part of his underground activity, Bartoszewski sent information to England and the United States on the situation of the Jews in Poland under the German occupation. The author, Rachel Auerbach, and Dr. A. Berman subsequently testified that, after the war, Bartoszewski, who was, by then, a reputed journalist and publicist, tried hard to bring the heroism of Polish Jewry to the notice of the Polish public. He published many articles and essays noted for their objectivity and sympathy toward the Jewish people, and helped promote harmony between Poles and Jews.”

On December 14, 1965, Yad Vashem recognized Władysław Bartoszewski as Righteous Among the Nations.
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[bookmark: _Hlk214464508]Narciso Bassols, Mexican Consul General in France, 1940-1941

Narciso Bassols García (October 22, 1897 – July 24, 1959) was a Mexican lawyer, socialist politician, ambassador to France, the Soviet Union, and the United Kingdom, and professor of law at the National University of Mexico. He co-founded the Popular Party (Spanish: Partido Popular), and the League of Political Action (Spanish: Liga de Acción Política).

In 1934 he also held the position of Secretary of Foreign Affairs, and was Secretary of Finance and Public Credit (1934-1935) in the Mexican government of Lázaro Cárdenas.

In 1935 President Lázaro Cárdenas appointed Bassols Ambassador to the United Kingdom where he served until 1937. Before his post as Ambassador to France in 1938, Bassols served as Mexico's delegate to the League of Nations. While there, Bassols condemned Mussolini's invasion of Ethiopia, denounced the Munich Agreement as a "capitulation" and "infamy" and supported, the annexation of Austria by Nazi Germany, the Molotov-Von Ribbentrop nonaggression treaty. In 1939, Bassols resigned the position. 

Narciso Bassols was the Mexican Consul General in France, 1940-1941.  He worked with Ambassador Luis I. Rodrigues and Ambassador Gilberto Bosques in aiding Jews to escape France.

Bassols returned to Mexico where he stayed until 1944. In 1944, Bassols was assigned to be the Ambassador to the Soviet Union where he remained until his resignation in 1946.

Disenchanted with the direction of public policy, in 1941 he founded the League of Political Action with Vicente Lombardo Toledano. In 1947 he was one of the founders of the Popular Party, the forerunner of the Popular Socialist Party, which for many years was the only leftist opposition party in Mexico.

[Rodríguez, Luis I. Misión de Luis I. Rodríguez en Francia: La protección de los refugiados españoles, Julio a diciembre de 1940. (Mexico: El Colegio de México, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, 2000), pp. 59, 299, 301, 361.] 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214258495][bookmark: _Hlk192512305]Giuseppe Bastianini, Italy, Governor of Dalmatia, 1941-43, and Undersecretary, Italian Foreign Ministry, 1943-45

Giuseppe Bastianini (March 8, 1899 – December 17, 1961) was an Italian politician and diplomat. Initially associated with the hard-line elements of the fascist movements he later became a member of the dissident tendency.

In the spring of 1941, Giuseppe Bastianini was appointed Italian Governor of Dalmatia.  He was directly involved in protecting Jewish refugees in the Italian zone of occupation from deportation and murder.  The creation of the Governorate of Dalmatia - placing large areas of territory under direct Italian jurisdiction - allowed the safety of numerous Jews who were included or who managed to take refuge in the Italian zone, thus being able to escape German and Croatian persecution. Approximately 4,000 Jews were concentrated in the concentration camp of Arbe in order to protect them from deportation and certain death. They were guaranteed much better living conditions than the Slavs deported to the same camp. As Undersecretary of the Italian Foreign Ministry (appointed February 1943), Bastiannini submitted an important memorandum for the signature of Mussolini to protect Jews in the Italian zones of occupation.  He convinced Mussolini that the Italian Army and diplomatic corps must not collaborate in the killing of Jews.  On two separate occasions, he told Mussolini that if he signed an order for deportation of Jews, the responsibility for their deaths would be his.  Mussolini agreed not to cooperate with German deportation orders on both of these occasions.  Further, Bastiannini encouraged diplomats under his supervision to protect Jews.  

Bastianini’s account of the role he played in saving Jews in the Italian occupation zone in France: 

“When I presented myself for my usual eleven-thirty report to Mussolini I at once raised the issue putting before him the terrible responsibility which would fall on him by carrying out the transfer which meant certain death for the major part of those 20,000 men, women, and children, who had up until now not been charged with anything by our military authorities in France. Following an act such as this our prestige in France and everywhere would suffer a grave blow because the protection accorded by the Italian flag to those who live under it could not be limited except by Italian laws. If all those Jews, children included, were spies, all the German police have to do is to provide us with the evidential proof and they will be brought to judgement by us. Mussolini, expressing surprise, observed that we could not veto the police of the Vichy government, recognised by us, from carrying out a round-up; to which I counter-replied that in cases of a political nature and one of such major significance as this, the French police could only act with the mandate of the Italian commandant of the occupying force.

“Mussolini remained a few minutes in silence then he asked how we could retract after he had given his approval. I proposed that we should ourselves carry out the requested transfer, but to another region of France under our occupation and I suggested that the Savoy district was furnished with many large hotels, which currently stood empty because of the war, offered the possibility of housing all 20,000. He approved at once with evident relief and he personally telephoned there and then for Senise [Carmine Senise, Head of Italian Police 1940-43] to come immediately to Palazzo Venezia and, in my presence, commissioned him to study the feasibility of such a displacement.

“On returning to Palazzo Chigi [the Italian Foreign Office] I informed Mackensen of the new turn the affair had taken and having called the Papal Nuncio to a further interview I announced that Mussolini had rejected Hitler’s request and had given an order to our chief of police to instead study the transference of the entire group of people to the Hotels and pensioni of the Savoy. Monsignor Borgoncini was profoundly moved, and he begged me to let Mussolini know that the Holy Father blessed him for having saved, in that way, a few thousand human lives. And Mussolini was pleased.

[bookmark: _Hlk192512322][Bastianini, Giuseppe. Uomini, cose, fatti: Memorie di un ambasciator. (Milan, 1959). Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), p. 109, 113, 117, 129-135, 150-151, 175, 269n.12, 284-285n.23, 289nn.65, 67, 292n.92.  Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 470-477, 494. Verax [Roberto Ducci]. “Italiani ed ebrei in Jugoslavia,” Politica Estera, I. (Rome, 1944), pp. 21-29. Caracciolo, 1986, pp. 96-98. Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Herzer, 1989, pp. 214, 238-239, 241. Michaelis, 1978, pp. 44, 301, 308, 331. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 34, 70-72 [document 8]. Steinberg, 1990, pp. 3, 92-93, 116, 124-128, 134-135. Zuccotti, 1987, pp. 121-123, 128-130. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 730.  Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293-323.]

[bookmark: _Hlk214464386]
Jean de Bavier, Swiss International Committee of the Red Cross, Budapest

Jean de Bavier was a Swiss member of the International Red Cross in Hungary.  He supported the activities of the Jewish Welfare Bureau (Pártfogó Iroda).  He was replaced by Friedrich Born.

Braham 1981 pp. 1403

“The IRC had been aware of the mass expulsion and subsequent massacre of the "alien" Jews of Hungary in the summer of 1941, and even discussed the " incident" in December without taking any action. By the summer of 1942, it had fully known that the Nazis were systematically massacring the Jews of Europe. Nevertheless, it continued to remain silent for fear of confronting the Germans. 6 Until October 1943, it even refused to send a delegate to “Hungary despite repeated requests by the international Jewish organizations. The many reports and suggestions of Jean de Bavier, IRC’s first delegate in Hungary, calling for the alleviation of the plight of the suffering Jews and for the forestalling of a looming greater disaster, were not given any serious consideration at headquarters. 

“On February 18, 1944, de Bavier, seeing the portents of the German occupation of Hungary, asked Geneva for instructions on how to save Hungarian Jewry from the fate that bad befallen the Jews of Poland and other Nazi-occupied countries. On March 27, i.e., a few days after the occupation, de Bavier suggested that Max Huber, the president of the IRC, go and see Hitler with a view to improving the (1404) plight of the Jews of Hungary. 7 The failure of the IRC to follow up on de Bavier' s suggestion was characterized by Aryeh Ben-Tov, an authority on the activities of the IRC during the Second World War, as one of its greatest failures. He concluded: 

‘Since the institution did not act in Hungary during the crucial months of the deportations and did not make the facts known either to enough interested organizations or to a sufficiently wide audience in general, the SS and the Hungarian Fascists were able to go much further than would otherwise have been possible in their attempts to implement the Final Solution. 8 

Braham, 1981, pp. 1425-1426

The involvement of Switzerland in Hungarian-Jewish affairs started shortly after Britain had severed relations with Hungary on April 8, 1941, following Hungary's participation in the Axis campaign against Yugoslavia. The Swiss had agreed to represent in Budapest the interests of Britain-and, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the interests of the United States and a number of other allied states as well. In this capacity, the Swiss also assumed responsibility for the handling of Palestinian immigration matters affecting Jews in Hungary. By coincidence, the Budapest branch of the Palestine Office, which was headed by Miklos (Moshe) Krausz, had received 600 Palestine immigration certificates from Chaim Barias of the Jewish Agency’s office in Istanbul, just three days before the German occupation. Although the newly installed Sztojay government yielded to the pleas of Jean de Bavier, the IRC representative, and issued its exit authorization early in April, the immigration could not be effectuated without German approval. This came later in the month in the wake of the Kasztner-Eichmann negotiations and served as a basis of various controversial rescue schemes (see Chapter 29). (1426). At first Krausz had contacted Jean de Bavier, the representative of the International Red Cross, at whose urging the Sztojay government approved the emigration, and requested the Germans to grant the necessary exit permits. Levai, Zsidosors Magyarorszagon, pp. 94-95.

Notes

“De Bavier was recalled to Geneva, reportedly because he did not speak German, and replaced by Friedrich (Fritz) Born, the director of the Swiss-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce of Budapest (A Budapesti Svaj ci-Magyar Keres kedelmi Kamara).9

3. Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross on Its Activities during the Second World War (Geneva, 1948), I: 641. For a well-documented account of the efforts of Gerhart M. Riegner and other leaders of the World Jewish Congress, often acting in cooperation with Jaromir Kopecky, the delegate of the Czechoslovak government-in-exile in Switzerland, to induce the IRC to act on behalf of the oppressed Jews, see Monty Noam Penkower, The World Jewish Congress Confronts the international Red Cross during the Holocaust. Jewish Social Studies, New York, 41 (Summer-Fall 1979)3-4: 229-256.  4. Inter Arma Caritas (Geneva: International Committee of the Red Cross, 1947), p. 76.  

5. Since the outbreak of World War 11, Hungary had interned approximately 3,000 Polish military prisoners and 5,000 Polish civilians. Among these were a number of Polish Jewish officers and soldiers who were interned separately in Vamosmikolaina camp commanded by First Lieutenant Bela Turcsanyi. They were treated quite well until November 19, 1944, when they were ordered to march toward the Austrian border along the Komarom-Hegyeshalom route. Questions relating to the treatment of Polish internees were handled by Section P of the IRC. For further details, see Chapter 3. See also Friedrich Born, Bericht an die Internationale Komitee vom Roten Kreuz in Gen/(Report to the International Committee of The Red Cross in Geneva) (Geneva, June 1945), pp. 2 and 39-41. The number of Yugoslav internees and prisoners of war ranged from 6,000 to 8,000. These were handled by Section Y of the IRC. There were also a relatively few British, Dutch, Belgian, French, and American officers and soldiers who had either escaped from German POW camps or been shot down (or were caught after parachuting) in Hungary. While Soviet POWs were normally handed over to the Germans, there was a camp in Veszkeny with eight officers and 246 soldiers. There were also 109 pro-Badoglio Italian prisoners who were interned shortly after the German-occupation. Ibid., pp. 3-4 and 41-45.  

6. This conclusion was reached by Jean-Claude Favez, the former Dean of the Faculty of Letters and Rector of the University of Geneva, after a six-year review of some 350,000 Red Cross archival documents. See his Mission Impossible? le CIRC et Les camps de con centration Na z is (Lausanne: Payot, 1988). See also his Da s Internationale Rote Kreuz und das Dritte Reich (Munich: C. Bettelsmann, 1988), 592 pp., and Aryeh Ben-Tov, Facing the Holocaust in Budapest. The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1933-45 (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff, 1988), 492 pp.  

7. Ben-Tov, op. cit., p. 112.  8. Ibid., p. 387. ln an article published in I 988, Jacques Moreillon, the Director General of the IRC, admitted that the IRC " could probably have saved more Jewish people than it did... " and that had it "given greater encouragement to its delegates in the field, it might well have been more effective. This is true in particular for Romania and Hungary... " See his The Red Cross Reassesses Its War Record. Jerusalem Post, August 31, 1988. See also Werner Rings, Advokaten des Feindes (Advocates of the Enemy) (Vienna: Econ Verlag, 1966), 207 pp. 

 9. Born's closest associates in the Budapest office included Col Wehner, Arthur Karasz, Edit Tolgyessy, Daisy Daranyi, Elek and Klara Mathe, and Aliz Herceg. The IRC's economic bureau was headed by Jozsef Gal, the hospital bureau by Emo Teleki, and the doctors’ commission by Dr. Boldizsar Horvath. For details on the IRC structure, see Friedrich Born, op. cit., pp. 54-55.  

[Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 110, 234-236, 243, 248. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham 19581 pp. 1425-1426, Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 74. Ben-Tov, Arieh. Facing the Holocaust in Budapest: The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1943-1945. (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1988), pp. 91-137, 139, 141, 167-170, 287, 331, 386-387, 389. Lévai, J. “Grey Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews.” Budapest: Officina, 1946.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214618276]Lars Berg,* Swedish Consul in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214281793]See also Carl Ivan Dannielsson*, Per Anger*, Raoul Wallenberg*, Gotte Carlsson, Asta Nilsson

Lars Berg was part of the diplomatic mission to Budapest, Hungary.  Along with his Swedish diplomatic colleagues, he was responsible for saving Jews from Nazi and Arrow Cross deportations and murder. After the Nyilas coup, the rescue work of the Swedish Legation expanded. The officers of the Legation, including the Minister and his closest aides (Gotte Carlsson, Lars Berg, and Per Anger), remained in Budapest, continuing to provide whatever assistance they could.  According to Elisabeth Kasser, former secretary of the Swedish Red Cross in Hungary in 1944-1945, Berg was in those days a young and capable attaché, co-worker of Wallenberg and Per Anger, who contributed significantly to the various rescue missions carried out. 

Berg authored a book on the Swedish legation’s mission entitled, What Happened in Budapest (Stockholm: Forsners Förlag, 1949).  

[bookmark: _Hlk212710152]Lars Berg was honored by Yad Vashem with the title Righteous Among the Nations in 1982 for his actions. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  

[Berg, Lars G. What Happened in Budapest. (Stockholm: Forsners Förlag, 1949). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1088. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 71. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997), pp. 19-21, 36-38, 46, 60, 99-100, 116, 139-141, 166. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948).]

[bookmark: _Hlk192512523][bookmark: _Hlk158618270]

[image: A person in a suit and tie

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

[bookmark: _Hlk213441756][bookmark: _Hlk192512371][bookmark: _Hlk212710390]Count Folke Bernadotte, Swedish Red Cross, Germany, 1945

[bookmark: _Hlk213439938]Count Folke Bernadotte (1895-1948) was Vice President of the Swedish Red Cross in Germany in 1945.  He was nephew to King Gustav V of Sweden. During the autumns of 1943 and 1944, he organized prisoner exchanges which brought home 11,000 prisoners from Germany via Sweden. In the Spring of 1945, Bernadotte negotiated with SS commander Heinrich Himmler for the release of thousands of people held in Nazi concentration camps.  These included over 450 Danish Jews and 30,550 non-Jewish prisoners in Theresienstadt concentration camp.  They were released on April 14, 1945.  Later, he negotiated and arranged for the release of 10,0000 women from the Ravensbrück and Bergen Belsen concentration camps.  He arranged for special busses, converted to ambulances, known as the “white busses,” to take them from the camps. The mission became known for its buses, painted entirely white except for the Red Cross emblem on the side, so that they would not be mistaken for military targets. In total it included 308 personnel (about 20 medics and the rest volunteer soldiers), 36 hospital buses, 19 trucks, seven passenger cars, seven motorcycles, a tow truck, a field kitchen, and full supplies for the entire trip, including food and gasoline, none of which was permitted to be obtained in Germany.  They were eventually transported safely to Sweden. The missions took around two months, and exposed the Swedish Red Cross staff to significant danger, both due to political difficulties and by taking them through areas under Allied bombing. A count of 21,000 people rescued included 8,000 Danes and Norwegians, 5,911 Poles, 2,629 French, 1,615 Jews, and 1,124 Germans. After Germany's surrender, the White Buses mission continued in May and June and about 10,000 additional liberated prisoners were thus evacuated. Bernadotte wrote about his wartime activities in a book entitled, The End. My Humanitarian Negotiations in Germany in 1945 and Their Political Consequences, published on June 15, 1945, in Swedish.   

In 1945 he received a German surrender offer from Heinrich Himmler, though the offer was ultimately rejected by the allies. 

In 1948, he was appointed to the position of Mediator for the Security Council of the United Nations in Palestine.  Bernadotte negotiated a temporary truce between Arab and Jewish armies.  He was assassinated by the Jewish underground on September 17, 1948, while serving in this position.  After the war, the Israeli government apologized to his family.

The Yad Vashem Holocaust museum in Jerusalem features one of the "white buses" of Bernadotte's mission to Nazi Germany, which it recognizes as rescuing 25,000 prisoners including several thousand Jews.  

[image: A group of people standing next to a bus
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Jewish women rescued from the German concentration camp at Ravensbrück by the Bernadotte white buses

[bookmark: _Hlk192512394][Bernadotte, Folke, Count. The Fall of the Curtain: Last Days of the Third Reich. (London: Cassell, 1945). Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden, 1998). Marton, Kati. A Death in Jerusalem. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1996). Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 238, 262, 265, 278. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 205-206, 1233, 1439-1440. Yahil, L. “Scandinavian Countries to the Rescue of Concentration Camp Prisoners.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 182, 195, 198-219.  Marton, Kati. A Death in Jerusalem. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1996). Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 39, 76-78, 121-135, 137, 139, 162-164, 277-280, 283-290. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 238, 269-280. Zariz, Ruth. “Officially Approved Emigration from Germany after 1941: A Case Study.” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 280-281. Hindley, Meredith. “Negotiating the boundary of unconditional surrender: The War Refugee Board in Sweden and Nazi proposals to ransom Jews, 1944-1945.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 10 (1996), 52-77. Yahil, L. “The historiography of the refugee problem and of rescue efforts in the neutral countries.”  
[bookmark: _Hlk172439271]
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Monsignor Philippe Bernardini, Papal Nuncio in Bern

[bookmark: _Hlk158674125]Monsignor Philippe Bernardini, Papal Nuncio and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, Bern, Switzerland, 1935-53

[bookmark: _Hlk214282003]See also Ambassador Aleksander Ładoś and Dr. Juliusz Kühl, Recha Sternbuch

Monsignor Philippe Bernardini, (November 11, 1884 – August 26, 1954) Papal Nuncio in Bern, Switzerland, repeatedly intervened on behalf of Jewish refugees who were stranded in Switzerland after fleeing Germany and Nazi occupied countries. This prevented them from being deported from Switzerland during the war.  

In 1935 he was posted to Switzerland as Apostolic Nuncio. In this capacity, he served as a Vatican diplomat in a neutral country during the period of the Second World War and Nazi Holocaust. He sent intelligence to the Vatican about the Nazi genocidal plans against the Jews. Bernardini placed couriers of the Vatican diplomatic service at the disposal of Jewish relief agencies.  They were thus able to issue visas through Ambassador Aleksander Ładoś and Dr. Juliusz Kühl in countries that had severed diplomatic relations with Poland.  Bernardini personally intervened on behalf of the Jews of Slovakia.  In addition, Bernardini helped Jewish relief agencies to save Jews by acquiring and distributing fictitious South American passports.

[bookmark: _Hlk214282038]Jewish rescue activist in Switzerland Recha Sternbuch also developed good connections with the Monsignor Bernardini. He gave her access to Vatican couriers for sending money and messages to Jewish and resistance organizations in Nazi occupied Europe. Recha Sternbuch was among the first to obtain South American identity papers, probably including many from El Salvador’s embassy in Switzerland provided by Jewish First Secretary George Mantello (born as Mandel György in Hungarian part of Romania) at his expense and distribute them to Jews whose life was endangered by the Nazis. 

Bernardini also worked with the Red Cross to obtain recognition of these documents by South American governments.  In 1944, he was instrumental in maintaining the lines of communication between Lelio Vittorio Valobra, head of the clandestine DELASEM Jewish rescue organisation (settled in Zurich) and the organization’s Fr. Francesco Repetto, who was still in Genoa. At the Genoa Curia many letters arrived from Jews in the Vatican seeking news of their relatives and acquaintances in northern Italy. The flow of money between Switzerland (where Valobra and Raffaele Cantoni operated) and the DELASEM headquarters in Genoa always remained active due in part to the assistance of Bernardini.  He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), p. 289.  Friedenson, Joseph, and David Kranzler, forward by Julius Kuhl. Heroine of Rescue: The Incredible Story of Recha Sternbuch Who Saved Thousands from the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah Publications, 1984). Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 31-32, 35, 40, 60-61, 67-68, 79-80, 84, 117, 135-136, 140-142, 203, 212. Rothkirchen, Livia. “Vatican Policy and the ‘Jewish Problem’ in ‘Independent’ Slovakia (1939-1945).” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 40. Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987), pp. 190, 197-199, 202-203. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 63, 249, 252, 365n.7. Pawlikowski, John T. The Catholic response to the Holocaust: Institutional perspectives.  In Berenbaum, Michael, and Abraham J. Peck (Eds.). The Holocaust and History: The Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined, pp. 551-565. (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998), p. 557. Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345.  Tittmann, Harold H., Jr., Harold H. Tittman III (Ed.). Inside the Vatican of Pius XII: The Memoir of an American Diplomat During World War II. (New York: Image Books Doubleday, 2004), pp. 36-37.]
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Dr. Anna (Anni) Binder, c. 1967

[bookmark: _Hlk214258554][bookmark: _Hlk172439323]Dr. Anna (Anni) Binder Urbanová*, Czech diplomat in Europe

[bookmark: _Hlk212710958][bookmark: _Hlk127074918][bookmark: _Hlk212710827]Dr. Anna (Anni) Binder* (later Urbanová) (June 21, 1912 – May 16, 2004), was a Czech diplomat. In 1936, she was hired by the Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry, thanks to her knowledge of many foreign languages (English, French and Italian), in addition to her two native languages – Czech and German. This job gave her the right to hold a diplomatic passport. At the end of 1938, she was dismissed from her government workplace and began making a living from private language lessons for refugees who had found temporary retreat in Czechoslovakia, including Jews. 

After the German occupation she gave her passport, which she had received from the Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry to people who worked in the underground along with her Aryan lineage certificate, which she had obtained specifically for this purpose.  During the Holocaust, she helped smuggle Jews who had worked in the underground was arrested in 1940 for helping to hide Jewish property and transfer it overseas. In 1941, Binder-Urbanová was arrested by the Gestapo along with her husband Harry Epstein (Jindřich Epstein) - a Jewish doctor, following her anti-fascist activities. She was sent to the Ravensbrück women's concentration camp. 

She was deported to the Auschwitz death camp in March 1942.  While there, she helped assign slave laborers to work that would save their lives.  She provided moral support to Jewish inmates.  She helped the inmates forget a little about their suffering and humiliation and gave them strength and hope while risking her own life. Binder-Urbanová organized lectures, group discussions and private lessons in different languages for all Jewish women. In that way, Binder-Urbanová became a source of inspiration, and her behavior also influenced the other Aryan women who lived with the Jews. For helping Jews, she was sent to do hard labor in Birkenau, where she fell gravely ill.  She survived the war.   

Anna Binder was honored on July 18, 1967, as Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Memorial Museum in Jerusalem, Israel.

Yad Vashem citation:

[bookmark: _Hlk158674390][bookmark: _Hlk127075193]“Anna (Anni) Binder (later Urbanová) was born to German parents in Ceske Budejovice.  Knowing foreign languages led to her being accepted for a job with the Czech Foreign Office in Prague in 1936, which allowed her a diplomatic passport. The political changes at the end of 1938 led to Anna’s immediate dismissal.  She thus started giving private lessons in foreign languages to refugees who had found a temporary refuge in the Czech Republic.  Dr. Urbanová’s democratic worldview and her sensitivity to the persecution of others motivated her to assist any refugees who asked her for help.  She helped them to hide their valuables and money and to transfer them to a secure place in Switzerland.  This activity led to the arrest of her and her sister for a short period.  Despite this, after her release, more than once Dr. Urbanová gave her diplomatic passport and her lineage certificate (Ahnenpass) to members of the underground to utilize.  Dr. Urbanová was arrested by the Gestapo in 1941, and she was deported to a concentration camp.  Dr. Urbanová’s incarceration in Ravensbrück came to an end with the transfer of 1000 German women—of which she was one—to Auschwitz, in March 1942, in order to supervise Jewish inmates that the Germans planned to bring to this camp.”

[Gutman, Israel. The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust, Europe (Part 1) and Other Countries. Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2007), p. 39-40.]
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Hiram Bingham IV, US Vice Consul in Marseilles, France, 1940-1941

See Varian Fry*, Myles Standish, Nimes Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk127075909]Hiram Bingham was the American Vice Consul in charge of visas, stationed in Marseilles, France, in 1940-1941.  Shortly after the fall of France, Bingham, against the orders and policy of his superiors, issued visas, safe passes, and letters of transit to Jewish refugees.  Many visas were falsified in order to protect the refugees from internment.  Bingham helped set up the contacts and issued visas for the Emergency Rescue Committee, headed by Varian Fry.  Bingham also worked with other rescue operations in Marseilles, including the American Friends’ Service Committee (Quakers), the American Red Cross, the Unitarian Service Committee, the Mennonite Committee, and Jewish relief organizations.  Bingham also worked with the Nîmes (Camps) Committee.  He was, in part, responsible for saving several thousand Jews.  Among them were many anti-Nazi activists, labor leaders, and Communists.  He also rescued Jewish artists, intellectuals, writers and scientists, such as Marc Chagall, Max Ernst, André Breton, Heinrich Mann, and Jewish Nobel Prize winners.  Bingham visited the concentration camps and facilitated issuing visas to Jews trapped in the Les Milles French concentration camp.  In May 1941, Bingham helped the Quakers, the Nîmes Committee and the OSE rescue several hundred Jewish children by issuing US visas.  These children left France in June 1941.  In 1942, Bingham was transferred to the US embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  At the end of the war, he reported on the immigration of Nazi war criminals to Buenos Aires.  He wrote numerous reports and encouraged his supervisors to report these activities to the State Department.  His superiors did nothing and he resigned from the Foreign Service in protest.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212711037]In 2000, Bingham was presented the American Foreign Service Association (AFSA) Constructive Dissent award by the US Secretary of State.  In 2005, Hiram Bingham was given a letter of commendation from Israel’s Holocaust Museum.  In 2006, a US commemorative postage stamp was issued in his honor. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk170552231][bookmark: _Hlk170552285][Fry, Varian. Assignment Rescue. (New York: Scholastic, 1997).  Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945), pp. 10-12, 14, 17-18, 32-33, 49, 56-57, 69-70, 83, 87-90, 147, 172, 215. Marino, Andy. A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 99-100, 196, 107-108, 117, 120, 187, 209, 231, 268, 285, 287. Isenberg, Sheila. A Hero of Our Own: The Story of Varian Fry. (New York: Random House), pp. 75-76, 83, 86, 89, 125, 142, 150, 152-153, 193, 193n. Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996), pp. 130, 142, 144. Hockley, Ralph M. Freedom is not Free. (2000). US Holocaust Memorial Museum. Assignment Rescue: The Story of Varian Fry and the Emergency Rescue Committee. [Exhibit catalog.] (Washington, DC: US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1997), p. 7.  Wyman, David S. Paper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis, 1939-1941. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), pp. 167-168.  Varian Fry Papers, Columbia University.  HICEM records, France, YIVO Archives.  Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), p. 171.  American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives, New York City.  Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), p. 171.]
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Hiram “Harry” Bingham, IV

[bookmark: _Hlk97542522][bookmark: _Hlk192666771]

[bookmark: _Hlk214464224]Dr. Istvan Biro, Lawyer, Deputy for Transylvania, International Committee of the Red Cross Volunteer, Budapest, 1944-45.

Dr. Istvan Biro was a lawyer, member of the Hungarian Parliament and a volunteer worker for the International Red Cross in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45. Biro worked with Sándor Ujváry, who worked with apostolic nuncio Angelo Rotta and his assistant, Father Gennaro Verolino.  They filled out hundreds of blank Vatican safe-conducts and distributed them to Jews at the Hungarian checkpoint in Hegyeshalom. As part of the Ujváry group, Biro faked certificates of baptism and other documents for Jews to rescue them from the Arrow Cross. They also distributed truckloads of medical supplies and food to Jews on deportations.  According to contemporary records, 4,700 Jews were returned to Budapest from deportation.  The Ujváry group was in constant danger from the Arrow Cross.

Braham 1981 p. 1424:

“Ujvary's effectiveness was enhanced by his role as liaison between the IRC and the gendarmerie, a position he had obtained through the cooperation of Lieutenant Colonel Laszlo Ferenczy, the officer in charge of the deportations from the provinces. He exploited his triple role by establishing good relations with Andras Szentandrassy, a high-ranking police officer who was the commander of the Óbuda brickyards, through whom he had succeeded in saving many Jews just before their deportation. These Jews, supplied with baptismal certificates, were usually hidden in convents, monasteries, and other church institutions. These rescue related endeavors had enjoyed the support of many notable Hungarians, among them Baroness Gizella Apor and Countess Maria Pejakevich. Ujvary’s rescue activities within the framework of the Nunciature had been particularly helpful along the death route to Hegyeshalom. Equipped with a letter of authorization signed by the Nuncio and with pre-signed blank safe-conduct certificates in his possession, Ujvary and his associates succeeded in saving thousands of Jews before they were to be handed over to the Germans. 78 Among his closest collaborators were Dr. Geza Kiss, a textile merchant associated with the IRC, and Dr. Istvan Biro, a Transylvanian member of the House of Representatives. Shortly after the establishment of the Budapest ghetto, Ujvary also organized (December 7) a Department of Cooperation, whose task was to unify the rescue operations of the Nunciature with those of the neutral states under the umbrella of the IRC.79 

78. The letter of authorization empowered Ujvary to "search and bring home from camps and from en route those people of Jewish origin who were under the protection of the Apostolic Nunciature and who were taken or en route to the west in violation of the agreement between the Apostolic Nunciature and the Hungarian government." Sandor Ujvary, Szaba lytalan one letrajz (Unorthodox Autobiography). Menora, Toronto , (February 17, 1979): 8. See also Levai, Sziirke konyv, pp. 187-203.  

[bookmark: _Hlk193750406]79. In this endeavor, Ujvary had the cooperation of Biro, Geza Tolnay, Tibor Verebely, Milan Kosztich, Jozsef Eszterhazy, Laszlo Helle, Istvan Foldiak, Imre Farkas, Major Istvan Feher, and Captain Zoltan Horvath. Ibid.  

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). pp. 1226, 1424]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214528336][bookmark: _Hlk213439993][bookmark: _Hlk214618344]Friedrich Born*, Chief Delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross of Switzerland in Budapest, Pest-Pilis-Solt-Kiskun, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214282697]See also “[Jean] De Bavier, Hans Weyermann, Otto Komoly, Lazlo Szmosi, Section B, under Reverend Gabor Sztehlo* Good Shepherd Committee, Eduard Benedikt Brunschweiler

[bookmark: _Hlk212711198][bookmark: _Hlk127076147]Friedrich Born (June 10, 1903 – January 14, 1963) was the Chief Delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) of Switzerland in Budapest, Hungary.  He was sent to Budapest in May 1944.  During the period from May 1944 to January 1945, Born issued thousands of Red Cross letters of protection to Jews of Budapest.  He and his staff, along with numerous Jewish volunteers, are credited with retrieving thousands of Jews from deportation camps and death marches in and around Budapest.  Born provided an additional 4,000 Jews with employment papers, preventing their deportation.  He put over 60 Jewish institutions under Red Cross protection and housed over 7,000 Jewish children and orphans. During the Nyilas era, the IRC took under its protection a large number of Jewish and non-Jewish institutions-hospitals, public kitchens, homes for the handicapped and the aged, research and scientific institutes, and various shops.  Each of these institutions was identified by a plate posted at the main entrance that read: "Under the Protection of the International Committee of the Red Cross" in Hungarian, German, French, and Russian.  He worked closely with the other neutral diplomatic legations, and set up dozens of Red Cross protected houses.  Born’s Red Cross operation is credited with rescuing between 11,000 and 15,000 Jews in Budapest.  After the war, he was criticized for overstepping his authority in his rescue activities.  A postwar report completely vindicated Born’s actions and forced the Red Cross to reassess its wartime policies.  Born died in Switzerland in 1963.  Friedrich Born worked closely with Hans Weyermann and numerous Jewish volunteers.  

Friedrich Born was declared Righteous Among the Nations by Israel in 1987. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

Braham 1981 p. 1404:

“[Jean] De Bavier was recalled to Geneva, reportedly because he did not speak German, and replaced by Friedrich (Fritz) Born, the director of the Swiss-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce of Budapest (A Budapesti Svaj ci-Magyar Keres kedelmi Kamara).9 Although Born assumed his duties on May 10, after the ghettoization in the provinces was coming to an end, the IRC continued to maintain the same posture of neutrality that had characterized its earlier position. A change in its attitude came about only after the Swiss press published some gruesome accounts on the Final Solution in Hungary based on materials forwarded to Switzerland on June 19 by Miklos (Moshe) Krausz, the head of the Budapest Palestine Office (Chapter 23). About two weeks after the late June interventions by President Roosevelt, the King of Sweden, and the Pope, the IRC also decided to play a more active role in Hungary. The organization’s visibility became higher in both Budapest and Geneva. Born began a more active campaign, visiting the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other agencies on behalf of the deportees. He also contacted Theodor Horst Grell, the specialist in Jewish affairs in the German legation, who had assured him that the Hungarian Jews were being taken to Germany only to work and that since the Germans needed able-bodied and healthy Jews they, the Germans, bad themselves berated the Hungarians for occasional mistreatments. Moreover, Grell had also assured Born that once the Jews arrived in Germany they were well taken care of and physically strengthened before assignment for labor. He rejected the suggestion that the IRC visit some of the camps. These camps, he argued, were spread throughout Germany and Poland (1405) and since the Jews were engaged in the production of war materiel, their location had to be kept secret. 
[bookmark: _Hlk214282769]
Yad Vashem Citation YV M.31.2/3560:
[bookmark: _Hlk214282748]“Friedrich Born, a Swiss citizen working for the International Committee of the Red Cross in Budapest, began taking personal initiatives to save Jewish lives in occupied Hungary in 1944. He is especially noted for saving 6,000 Jewish children placed in homes under the protection of the International Red Cross. Under Born’s leadership, two sections dealing with children were established: Section A, placed under the leadership of the Zionist leader, Otto Komoly; Section B, under Reverend Gabor Sztehlo* (see Hungary) of the Good Shepherd Committee. Born also established Section T – Transportation unit, engaged in relief, rescue and resistance operations. Thus, Born helped rescue thousands of Jews from death camps and supplied children’s homes and the people in the ghetto with food, medicine and fuel. Hospitals, public kitchens, homes for the aged and handicapped, as well as many other public institutions were identified by big signs on which was written: “under the protection of the International Committee of the Red Cross.” Born was responsible for that, together with his associates. He also negotiated with the authorities on behalf of the Jews and thanks to his efforts, protective letters issued by the Vatican and foreign Legations were recognized, as were the extraterritorial status of institutions and buildings protected by the International Red Cross. Various witnesses attested to the remarkable efforts made by Born to help protect the innocent and oppressed. One of the witnesses, Hanzi Brand mentioned that Born indeed risked his life to help Jews.”

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 854, 899, 984, 1059, 1062-1063, 1092. Ben-Tov, Arieh. Facing the Holocaust in Budapest: The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1943-1945. (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1988). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 258, 690, 703, 810, 925, 1232, 1253. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 72. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 386-387, 392. Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 52, 115, 192, 236-243, 248-250, 281. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 228-229. Kramer, T. D. From Emancipation to Catastrophe: The Rise and Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry. (New York: University Press of America), pp. 246-249.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213440023]Gilberto Bosques, Mexican Consul General in Paris and Marseilles, 1939-43

Gilberto Bosques (July 20, 1892 – July 4, 1995) was a member of the revolutionary movement in Mexico in 1910.  He served in numerous occupations, including that of journalist, educator and politician. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212734464]Bosques organized the First National Pedagogy Congress (Primer Congreso Nacional Pedagógico), and he worked as a journalist with several newspapers and publications. He subsequently served as a state legislator in Puebla and as a federal deputy on two occasions: 1922–23 and again in 1934–1937. In the latter period, he belonged to a bloc of legislators supporting the new president, general Lázaro Cárdenas (1934–1940). He was the President of the Chamber of Deputies in 1935. In 1938, he was the director of the government owned newspaper, El Nacional.

[bookmark: _Hlk127076465]He was appointed Ambassador at Large to France by Mexican President Cardenas.  Bosques served as the Mexican Consul General in Paris and Marseilles in 1939-1943.  During this time, Bosques and his staff issued thousands of visas to refugees, including anti-Franco fighters from the Spanish Civil War.  He also issued visas to more than 1,400 Jews.  Among those he helped save were artists, politicians and other refugees from Germany, Austria, France and Spain.  Bosques supplied visas to Varian Fry* and his Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC) as well as numerous other rescue agencies.  Bosques maintained two estates outside of Marseilles (formerly castles) in which he housed and fed thousands of refugees.  In November 1942, Bosques and other members of the Mexican legation were arrested by French Vichy officials and Nazis.  Bosques and his staff were later released and returned to Mexico.  When Consul General Bosques returned to Mexico City, he was greeted by cheering throngs and a parade was held in his honor.  After the war, Bosques served many years as a career diplomat in the Mexican foreign service. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212734582]He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[image: ]

[Bosques, Gilberto. The National Revolutionary Party of Mexico and the Six-Year Plan. (Mexico: Bureau of Foreign Information of the National Revolutionary Party, 1937).  Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945), p. 127.  See Visas for Life nomination for Yad Vashem.  See also news clippings. Eck, Nathan. “The Rescue of Jews With the Aid of Passports and Citizenship Papers of Latin American States.” Yad Vashem Studies on the European Jewish Catastrophe and Resistance, 1 (1957), pp. 125-152.  Marrus, Michael, R., and Robert O. Paxton. Vichy France and the Jews. (New York: Basic Books, 1981).  Fittko, Lisa, translated by David Koblick. Escape through the Pyrénées. (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 1991).  Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996).  Cline, H. F. The United States and Mexico. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1953).  Schuler, Friedrich E. Mexico Between Hitler and Roosevelt: Mexican Foreign Relations in the Age of Lázaro Cardenas, 1934-1940. (Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 1998).  
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[bookmark: _Hlk214258720]Carlos de Liz-Texeira Branquinho, Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest, 1944-45

See also Carlos Sampaio Garrido*

[bookmark: _Hlk212792231][bookmark: _Hlk212792169][bookmark: _Hlk127076733]Carlos de Liz-Texeira Branquinho (January 27, 1902 – 1973) was the Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest in 1944. On April 23,1944 and following the German occupation of Hungary, the Portuguese ruler António de Oliveira Salazar decided to order his ambassador Carlos Sampaio Garrido* to return to Lisbon and leave Teixeira Branquinho as the chargé d'affaires, in his place. Garrido's recall was done in response to a request from Britain and the United States who wanted neutral countries to downgrade their diplomatic presence in Hungary and obtained permission from the Portuguese government to issue safe conducts to all persons who had relatives in Portugal, Brazil, or the Portuguese colonies.  Each safe conduct was personally signed by Branquinho.  After the Arrow Cross and Nazis retook the city on October 15, 1944, there was a great demand for these documents.  Branquinho was authorized to issue 500 safe conducts, but in actual fact issued more than 800. Soon, the Portuguese mission established several safe houses to shelter the 800 protected Jews. Despite constant raids by the Arrow Cross, the Portuguese houses remained safe throughout the war. He also established an office of the Portuguese Red Cross at the Portuguese legation to care for Jewish refugees. Branquinho was recalled to Lisbon on October 30, 1944.

[bookmark: _Hlk212792129]His name has been included in The Raoul Wallenberg-memorial at the Dohány Street Synagogue in Budapest. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews. 
[image: ]

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 364, 366-367, 383-384, 795, 847, 887, 889, 1093-1095. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Spared Lives: The Actions of Three Portuguese Diplomats in World War II. (Portugal: Diplomatic Institute, 2000). Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 284, 318-319, 354-355, 364, 366, 383-384, 406-410.]



[bookmark: _Hlk97542991][bookmark: _Hlk192668080]Leopold Breszlauer, Swiss consular official in Budapest, Hungary, 1944

Swiss consular official Leopold Breszlauer, along with Ladislaus Kluger, issued 300 protective papers to Hungarian Jews.  Breszlauer and Kluger produced a report in November 1944 on the death marches from Budapest to Hegyeshalom.  

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 841, 1124, 1126, 1127]


[bookmark: _Hlk214258747][bookmark: _Hlk214283104]Eduard Benedikt Brunschweiler*, International Red Cross representative to the Benedictine Archabbey, Budapest 

See Friedrich Born*

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/11005:

“Eduard Benedikt Brunschweiler* (1910-1987) was a Swiss businessman who had been working in Budapest since 1935. In 1944, Friedrich Born*, the International Red Cross representative in Hungary (recognized as Righteous in 1987), nominated Brunschweiler as the Red Cross representative to the Benedictine Archabbey, located on the Mount of Saint Martin in Pannonhalma, in northwest Hungary. The archabbey was a vast complex that included a monastery and a boys’ school. Shortly before the Arrow Cross rose to power in October 1944, Brunschweiler managed to have the compound declared ex-territorial under the control of the Red Cross. Nevertheless, the authorities tried to gain control over the institution, and once the Arrow Cross took over, they made repeated attempts to search the place and interrogate the people that had found refuge on Mount Saint Martin. It was well known that the gates of the archabbey were open to Jews, refugees and army deserters. Hundreds found shelter in the monastery, school and other buildings within the compound. Brunschweiler founded a children’s home, where at least 25 Jewish children were hidden. Their mothers were given shelter in another building, along with other Jews who had escaped from the forced labor battalions or from the marches towards the Austrian border. In March 1945 the Red Army entered Pannonhalma, and Brunschweiler stayed on to take care of the many refugees who were under his patronage. He was then arrested by the Russian military; one of the monks present at the time described how Brunschweiler was thrown onto a truck as if he were a sack of potatoes. Nevertheless (and unlike Raoul Wallenberg) Brunschweiler was released after some time. He remained in the archabbey until November 1945 when he returned to Budapest. In 1946 he left Hungary for the USA, and in 1950 eventually settled in South Africa. He died in 1987 at the age of 77. On 5 December 2007 Yad Vashem recognized Eduard Benedikt Brunschweiler as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk172468118][bookmark: _Hlk125879387]Monsignor Giuseppe Burzio, Vatican Nuncio in Bratislava, Slovakia, 1940-1945

[bookmark: _Hlk214258827]Monsignor Giuseppe Burzio (1901-1966) was the Chargé d'affaires Papal Nuncio in Bratislava, Slovakia, 1940-1945.  Pope Pius XII appointed Burzio to exert pressure on the Slovak government; Burzio informed the pope of the worsening situation for Jews in the Nazi puppet state, sparking Vatican protests on behalf of the Jews, as well as putting direct pressure on the Slovak government. On October 27, 1941, Burzio sent a report to the Holy See that Jews were being systematically murdered. He further reported from Pressburg (Bratislava) of the imminent deportation of more than 20,000 Slovakian Jews. In March 1942 he sent a new report about the deportation of Slovak Jews to Poland. In the report, he stated that this deportation meant certain death.  Burzio’s protests of the mistreatment and deportation of Jews were addressed to Slovakian Prime Minister Tuka. Ironically, Tuka was an ordained Catholic priest. Burzio also sent a copy of the Auschwitz Protocols to the Vatican in Rome in May 1944. 

As a result, in June 1942, Prime Minister Tuka asked SS Hauptsturmführer (captain) Wislicency one of Eichmann’s deputies for information regarding the deportation of Slovakian Jews to the General Government in Poland.  Wislicency denied the actions. “The Vatican condemned the renewal of the deportations on May 5 and the Slovak episcopate issued a pastoral letter condemning totalitarianism and antisemitism on May 8, 1943.  Pius XII instructed Burzio to tell Tiso that the Vatican condemned the persecution of individuals for their race or nationality. In August 1944, the Slovak National Uprising rose against the People's Party regime. German troops were sent to quell the rebellion and with them came security police charged with rounding up Slovakia's remaining Jews. Burzio begged Tiso directly to at least spare Catholic Jews from transportation and delivered an admonition from the Pope: ‘the injustice wrought by his government is harmful to the prestige of his country and enemies will exploit it to discredit clergy and the Church the world over.’ According to a Nazi Security Service (SD) report, Burzio threatened Tiso with an interdict a Catholic ecclesiastical censure. Some Catholic clergy baptized Jews, even those who were not sincere converts to prevent them from being deported. As a result, Tiso asked for the Germans to spare at least baptized Jews and those in mixed marriages, but his requests were ignored.

Burzio was also responsible for implementing the rescue of a number of Slovakian Jews.  After the war, Burzio served as Nuncio to Bolivia from 1946-1950 and to Cuba from 1950-1954.  He left Vatican diplomatic service.  He became a canon of the Lateran Basilica in Rome.  He died in 1966.

[Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 73-91, 94-100, 117, 135, 199, 202, 226-233, 239-246. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 710, 714, 937, 1064, 1067. Rothkirchen, Livia. “Vatican Policy and the ‘Jewish Problem’ in ‘Independent’ Slovakia (1939-1945).” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 36-52. Pawlikowski, John T. The Catholic response to the Holocaust: Institutional perspectives.  In Berenbaum, Michael, and Abraham J. Peck (Eds.). The Holocaust and History: The Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined, pp. 551-565. (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998), pp. 555-558. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 122, 1137, 1183. Rozett, Robert and Shmuel Spector. Encyclopedia of the Holocaust. (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2000), p. 357. Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345. Lapide, Pinchas E. Three Popes and the Jews. (New York: Hawthorn Books, 1967), pp. 138-139, 142, 144, 147.]
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Ambassador Gino Buti (center) arrives in Paris.

[bookmark: _Hlk125880233][bookmark: _Hlk214258856][bookmark: _Hlk172468168]Gino Buti, Italian Ambassador in Paris, France, 1942

Gino Buti was the Italian Ambassador in Paris, France, in 1942.  Ambassador Buti reported to Rome the arrest and deportation of Jews by German and French forces from the occupied zone to the Drancy deportation camp.  Many of these Jews were of Italian nationality.  Ambassador Buti protested these actions, and later secured the release of some of these Jews.  A diplomatic incident was created over the fate of Jews of Italian nationality residing in France.  Buti’s actions and reports caused the Italian Foreign Ministry to rule in favor of protecting Jews of Italian nationality and foreign Jews in the occupied zones.  

[Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 35-36, 43-46, 73, 76, 148, 219, 225-226, 260n.49, 262n.7. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 730.]
[bookmark: _Hlk140062775][image: A person in a suit and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk172468204]Alberto Calisse

Alberto Calisse, Italian Consul in Nice, France

Alberto Calisse was an Italian consul in Nice, France.  When he learned that foreign Jews in the region of the Alpes Maritimes were to be transferred and deported, Calisse insisted that all foreign Jews, not only Italians, should be exempted from deportation orders or other anti-Semitic Vichy measures.  He also argued that Vichy and German regulations regarding Jews should be disregarded in Italian-held territories.  For example, he refused to implement the law ordering the stamping of the word "Jew" on identity cards and ration books.  He further declared that Italy would apply the same legislation to Jews in the Italian zone as was applied in Italy itself. His inquiries to the Foreign Ministry led to the implementation of these protective policies toward Jews in the Italian zones of occupation.  Calisse worked with and was assisted by Roman Jewish banker Angelo Donati.

[Carpi, 1990, p. 730.  Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 88-92, 97-98, 130, 145, 277n.20, 280n.47, 282n.66, 294n.14, 295n.22.  Herzer, 1989, pp. 219-220. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 23-25, 51-55. Poznanski, 2001, pp. 386-387. Steinberg, 1990, p. 108. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 730.]


[bookmark: _Hlk174608572][bookmark: _Hlk174608552][image: A person in a white shirt and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk172468250][bookmark: _Hlk214618449]Eduardo Propper de Callejon*, first secretary in the Spanish embassy in Paris.

[bookmark: _Hlk67134468]“Eduardo Propper de Callejon* (April 9, 1895 – January 11, 1972) began his service in the Spanish Foreign Ministry at the end of World War I. He served in Brussels and Vienna, where he met his future wife Helene Roberte Fould-Springer. As a loyal monarchist, he refused to declare his allegiance to the republic, and left the foreign service, to return at the end of the Civil War. It was 1939, and Propper de Callejon was appointed first secretary in the Spanish embassy in Paris. The fall of France triggered the massive escape from the advancing German army. Hundred of thousands of refugees were on the roads trying to get to southern France. Many of them – Jews and non-Jews – were desperately trying to cross the Spanish border in the hope of reaching safe havens overseas. The French government too left Paris, and the diplomatic corps followed, including the Spanish embassy. Propper, his wife, and Felipe, then nine, and five-year-old Elena left Paris and went to Bordeaux. When they reached the Spanish consulate, they discovered that the consul had abandoned his post and locked the offices. The Spanish diplomats were faced with thousands of refugees that had reached Bordeaux and were assembled in front of the consulate, hoping to obtain the piece of paper that would rescue them from the Nazis. Propper de Callejon could have very well remained a sympathetic bystander, but faced with the plight of the refugees, he decided to act.”

[bookmark: _Hlk127033582]“He opened the consulate and began issuing transit visas to the refugees. For four days between 18-22 June 1940 he incessantly stamped passports. By doing so, he was defying the instructions not to issue visas without prior approval of the Foreign Ministry. Propper continued to provide visas at the embassy’s new seat in Vichy, It is unknown how many visas Propper de Callejon issued, because the consulate’s registry did not survive. In March 1941, Foreign Minister Ramon Serrano Suner informed the Spanish Ambassador to France José Lucresia that Propper was to be transferred to Spanish Morocco – a much less prestigious position. The ambassador attempted to rescind the order and argued that Propper had received a decoration from the French leader Marshall Phillippe Petain. The foreign minister was not to be deterred and expressed surprise that France had decorated a Spanish official who had served the Juderia Francesa…. Though Propper de Callejon continued to serve in the Spanish Foreign Ministry, he was never given the official title of ambassador, perhaps due to his actions in the 1940’s. Propper retired in 1965, and passed away in 1972.” 

In August 2007 Yad Vashem recognized Eduardo Propper de Callejon as Righteous Among the Nations. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  


[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk214283318][bookmark: _Hlk214618487]Samuel del Campo*, chargé d'affaires for Chile in Bucharest, Romania.

Samuel del Campo* (May 23, 1882 – January 1, 1960) was a Chilean diplomat who was recognized for saving 1,200 Jews during the Holocaust by issuing them Chilean passports between 1941 and 1943. He and María Edwards* are the only Chileans honored as such. 


[image: ]

Special Polish refugee ID card issued at Bucharest in 1943 by Samuel del Campo.

“Samuel del Campo was born on May 23, 1882, in Chile. He became a diplomat, and beginning in 1941 he worked as the chargé d'affaires for Chile in Bucharest, Ilfov, Walachia, Romania. At this time, Romania was a dictatorship led by Ion Antonescu and allied with the Axis powers, and Romania took an active part in the Holocaust. As there was no official Polish diplomatic representation in Romania, the representation of Polish citizens was transferred to Chile, still a neutral country during the war.”

“Del Campo began issuing Chilean passports to Polish Jews, saving them from deportation. He repeatedly pleaded with the Romanian government to save those who he had issued documents to, and according to minutes from the Romanian Council of Ministers show that Samuel del Campo became a nuisance at the highest level. It is estimated that Del Campo rescued approximately 1,200 Jews by giving them passports, despite the Chilean government's official non-interference policy. In the spring of 1943, as the tide of war went against the Axis, diplomatic relations between Romania and Chile were severed. Del Campo was subsequently appointed as consul-general in Zürich, but the appointment never came into effect and del Campo left the Chilean foreign service. He never returned to Chile and died in Paris, France, sometime in 1960.” 

He was recognized by Yad Vashem as a Righteous Among the Nations on November 23, 2016. Yad Vashem file M.31.2/13272. In 2021, The Chilean embassy in Bucharest unveiled a plaque in Del Campo's memory in front of the Great Synagogue of Bucharest. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  


[bookmark: _Hlk125881797][bookmark: _Hlk97543336][bookmark: _Hlk192513686][bookmark: _Hlk67122977][bookmark: _Hlk174608620]Göte Carlsson, Swedish Consul in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

See Per Anger*, Lars Berg* and Raoul Wallenberg*

Göte Carlsson was a Swedish diplomat stationed with the Swedish legation in Budapest in 1944-1945.  Along with Per Anger, Lars Berg and Raoul Wallenberg, he was active in rescuing Jews from the Nazi and Arrow Cross.  

[Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 1439. Anger, Per. Translated by David Mel Paul and Margareta Paul. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1981), pp. 55, 63f, 69, 78ff, 85, 121, 127, 129f. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1088. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 73. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997), pp. 36, 99, 116.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214259014][bookmark: _Hlk172468306][bookmark: _Hlk214258987]Aracy De Carvalho Guimarães Rosa*, visa section in the Brazilian Consulate in Hamburg, Germany

[bookmark: _Hlk127078285][bookmark: _Hlk98145877]“Aracy Carvalho* (née Aracy Moebius de Carvalho) (December 5, 1908 – February 28, 2011) was responsible for the visa section in the Brazilian Consulate in Hamburg, Germany, where she worked as a secretary in 1938. In that capacity she helped a group of Jews to obtain visas to Brazil, as well as assisting them to overcome financial difficulties before leaving Germany for Brazil. During the Kristallnacht pogrom of November 9-10, 1938, Aracy Carvalho sheltered Margarethe Bertel-Levy and her husband in her home. She then helped her and other Jews with all the arrangements for a safe departure from Germany, which included provisions for taking along on board the ship many belongings, including furniture. Albert Feis, Grethe Jacobsberg, Tuch, and Kazenstein, are some of the other Jewish persons who were assisted by Aracy Carvalho in like manner. Aracy Carvalho married the Brazilian consul and writer João Guimarães Rosa in 1940 and they worked together in the Brazilian Hamburg consulate till the disruption of diplomatic relations between Brazil and Germany in mid-1942. They had close relations with underground activists in Germany and would even grant visas to Jews that they knew had forged passports.  Gunther Heilborn, one of the rescued Jews, named his Brazilian born daughter Aracy in her honor.” 
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Aracy Carvalho the Brazilian consul and João Guimarães Rosa

On June 3, 1982, Yad Vashem recognized Aracy Carvalho de Guimarães Rosa, as Righteous Among the Nations. She was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/2305

[bookmark: _Hlk214258969]“Aracy Carvalho was responsible for the visa section in the Brazilian Consulate in Hamburg, Germany, where she worked as a secretary in 1938. In that capacity she helped a group of Jews to obtain visas to Brazil, as well as assisting them to overcome financial difficulties before leaving Germany for Brazil. During the Kristallnacht pogrom of November 9-10, 1938, Aracy Carvalho sheltered Margarethe Bertel-Levy and her husband in her home. She then helped her and other Jews with all the arrangements for a safe departure from Germany, which included provisions for taking along on board the ship many belongings, including furniture. Albert Feis, Grethe Jacobsberg, Tuch, and Kazenstein, are some of the other Jewish persons who were assisted by Aracy Carvalho in like manner. Aracy Carvalho married the Brazilian consul and writer João Guimarães Rosa in 1940 and they worked together in the Brazilian Hamburg consulate till the disruption of diplomatic relations between Brazil and Germany in mid-1942. Gunther Heilborn, one of the rescued Jews, named his Brazilian born daughter Aracy in her honor. On June 3, 1982, Yad Vashem recognized Aracy Carvalho de Guimarães Rosa, as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk172468353][bookmark: _Hlk158627553][bookmark: _Hlk170549328][bookmark: _Hlk125882019]Monsignor Andrea Cassulo, Vatican Nuncio, Bucharest, Romania, 1936-1947

[bookmark: _Hlk214283559]See also Chief Rabbi Dr. Alexander Safran and Swiss diplomat Rene de Weck.  

[bookmark: _Hlk98146043]Andrea Cassulo (November 30, 1869 – January 9, 1952) was an archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church and a representative of the Holy See in Egypt, Canada, Romania and Turkey from 1921 to 1952.

Monsignor Andrea Cassulo was the Vatican nuncio in Bucharest, Romania.  Cassulo was appointed Nuncio in June 1936.  He was 72 years old. While the Romania was never occupied by Nazi Germany, the regime of Marshall Ion Antonescu aligned itself with Hitler, and assisted the Nazi Holocaust. In 1941, Cassulo began protecting baptized Jews in Romania.  He was responsible for protesting the deportation of Romanian Jews in 1942 and 1943.  He was tireless in his actions and his work was successful in saving Jewish lives.  He protested the deportations to the Romanian government and Nazi officials.  Cassulo worked closely with leaders of the Jewish community, including Chief Rabbi Dr. Alexander Safran and Swiss diplomat Rene de Weck.  Cassulo expedited relief efforts for deported Jews and served on committees establishing Jewish orphanages in Transnistria. In 1944, Rabbi Safran of Bucharest praised the work of Cassulo on behalf of Romania's Jews: "the generous assistance of the Holy See… was decisive and salutary. It is not easy for us to find the right words to express the warmth and consolation we experienced because of the concern of the supreme Pontiff, who offered a large sum to relieve the sufferings of deported Jews — sufferings which had been pointed out to him by you after your visit to Transnistria. The Jews of Romania will never forget these facts of historic importance." Cassulo remained in Bucharest until 1947, when he was forced to leave by the Communists.  He received many post-war commendations from the Jewish community.  He died in 1952 at age 83. 

[Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 25-47, 153, 199, 202, 216-220. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 306, 1297-1298, 1322. Vago, Bela. “Political and Diplomatic Activities for the Rescue of the Jews of Northern Transylvania.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 71-72. Safran, Alexandre. “The Rulers of Fascist Rumania Whom I Had to Deal With.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 179-180. Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), p. 404. Lavi, Theodore. The Vatican’s Endeavours on Behalf of Roumanian Jewry during World War II. (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 1961), pp. 1333-1346. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 567, 579, 586. Pawlikowski, John T. The Catholic response to the Holocaust: Institutional perspectives.  In Berenbaum, Michael, and Abraham J. Peck (Eds.). The Holocaust and History: The Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined, pp. 551-565. (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998), pp. 557-559.  Herzer, 1989, p. 236. Butnaru, I. C. The Silent Holocaust: Romania and its Jews. Lavi, T. Rumanian Jewry in World War II: Fight for Survival. (Jerusalem, 1965). Hebrew.  Lavi, T. (Ed.). Rumania, Vol. 1.  In Pinkas Hakehillot, Encyclopaedia of Jewish Communities. (Jerusalem, 1969). Hebrew. Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345. Lavi, T. “Documents on the struggle of Rumanian Jewry for its rights during the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 4 (1960), 310. Lapide, Pinchas E. Three Popes and the Jews. (New York: Hawthorn Books, 1967), pp. 163-169.] 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214618561][bookmark: _Hlk172468394][bookmark: _Hlk174608673]Colonel José Arturo Castellanos Contreras*, Consul General for El Salvador in Geneva, Switzerland, 1942-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214283723]See also George Mandel-Mantello (György Mandl), Carl Lutz* Harald Feller*

[bookmark: _Hlk127032853][bookmark: _Hlk98146084]Colonel José Arturo Castellanos* (December 23, 1893 — June 18, 1977) was the Salvadoran Consul General in Geneva, Switzerland in 1942-45.  He appointed George Mandel-Mantello (György Mandl), a Romanian Jewish refugee living in Geneva, as the First Secretary at his consulate.  He authorized Mantello to issue thousands of “citizen certificates” to Jewish refugees throughout Nazi occupied Europe.  These certificates stated that the holder was a recognized citizen of El Salvador who was then protected from deportation.  In 1944, Castellanos requested that Switzerland represent El Salvador’s interests in Nazi occupied Hungary.  Soon, Mantello was issuing thousands of Salvadoran citizenship papers to Hungarian Jews through the office of Swiss Consul Charles Lutz.  

[image: ]

The documents granted the bearers the right to seek and receive the protection of the International Red Cross and, eventually, of the Swiss Consul in Budapest; these guarantees, in effect, saved thousands of "Salvadorans" of Bulgarian, Czechoslovakian, Hungarian, Polish, and Romanian extraction from Nazi depredations. 

Castellanos was designated Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem on May 3, 2010. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214283808]Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/11713

“José Arturo Castellanos Jose Arturo Castellanos from El Salvador began his professional life as and army colonel. In 1937 he entered his country’s foreign service, first served in Liverpool and in 1938 was nominated as consul in Hamburg. In face of the desperate situation of the Jews in Germany in the late 1930's, he asked his superiors for permission to issue visas that would enable the Jews to leave Germany. He received written orders not to issue such visas. On 2 January 1939 he sent a letter to his Foreign Minister, describing the terrible situation of the Jews, and trying to persuade him to change his policy, but in vain. He did not receive permission to extend help. In 1941 Castellanos became Salvadoran consul in Geneva. During this time Castellanos decided to deviate from his instructions. His consulate provided citizenship certificates to thousands of Jews in occupied Europe in an effort to protect them from deportation. The citizenship papers were given to Jews who had no connection whatsoever to El Salvador and who didn’t even speak a word of Spanish. Such documents, issued by neutral countries, provided a certain protection and were therefore life-saving. This rescue operation was a joint effort of Castellanos and George Mandel, a Hungarian Jewish businessman, who had assumed a Spanish-sounding version of his last name, “Mantello”. Mandel-Mantello had met José Arturo Castellanos in the years leading up to World War II, and after Castellanos was named El Salvador’s Consul-General in Geneva, he appointed Mantello, to serve as the Consulate’s first secretary. With the consent of Castellanos, George Mantello issued documents identifying thousands of European Jews as citizens of El Salvador. The papers were sent to Jews in France and other occupied countries, and starting in 1944 to Jews in Hungary. In May 1944 El Salvador’s government changed, and the new president aligned himself with other western countries that were active in rescuing the Jews in Hungary. From that point on Castellanos received his country’s support for his rescue activity. On 3 May 2010 Yad Vashem recognized Jose Arturo Castellanos as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Kranzler, David. The Man Who Stopped the Trains to Auschwitz George Mantello, El Salvador, and Switzerland’s Finest Hour. (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2000), pp. xxii, xxv, 2, 28, 42, 206, 353, 308n.25.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125892012][bookmark: _Hlk172468449]
José Manuel del Castillo Alvarez, Mexican Ambassador to Portugal, 1940

[bookmark: _Hlk127085353][bookmark: _Hlk98146121]José Manuel del Castillo Alvarez was the Mexican Ambassador to Portugal in 1940.  Ambassador Castillo issued hundreds of visas for refugees to escape Europe.  He did not formally ask for permission to issue these visas.  He was later questioned by the Mexican foreign ministry about these actions.  He claimed that the Mexican immigration policy was so vague that he did not fully understand it.  Castillo was recalled to Mexico temporarily to explain his actions.  He explained in correspondence that he thought it was the policy of Mexico to provide refuge for individuals in need.  A ship named the Quanza, leaving for Lisbon with Jewish refugees bound for Mexico, was not permitted to land in Mexico.  The Jews were eventually given asylum in the US by the intervention of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and sympathetic immigration officials.

[Salzman, Daniela Gleizer. México Frente a la Inmigración de Refugiados Judíos: 1934-1940. (Mexico: Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historía, 2000).]

[bookmark: _Hlk125892084][bookmark: _Hlk214259122][bookmark: _Hlk172468499]
Giuseppe Castrucci*, Italian Consul General in Salonica 
Thessaloniki, Macedonia, Greece, 1943 

Giuseppe Castrucci* (September 9, 1887-May 3, 1985) replaced Consul General Zamboni at the consulate in Salonica, Greece.  Castrucci played a key role in saving 350 Salonica Jews by placing them on an Italian military train that took them out of Salonica into the Italian neutral zone.  To save Jews, he gave the broadest possible interpretation to the term “Italian subject.”  He issued 550 certificates of Italian nationality to Greek Jews who were clearly not of Italian origin.  Castrucci liberally issued these to Jews who were subject to deportation or were already in deportation camps.  Castrucci’s certificates enabled many Jews to be released from the transit camps and given over to Italian authority.  They were then taken to Athens for their protection.  “Consul Castrucci issued certificates of Italian nationality to Jewish women who were married to Greek husbands, and to their children who were described as minors, though they were often over 21 and sometimes over 30…and often certificates of Italian nationality were issued to Jews whose only claim to them was that the Gestapo was looking for them…The Nazis realized what the Consul was doing, but did not contest his signature and affixed their stamp to his certified list” (Poliakov & Sabille, pp. 156-157).  The German authorities in Salonika tried to stop Castrucci from issuing these naturalization papers.

[Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), p. 375. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), p. 522. Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 156-157. Film: Righteous Enemy, 1982. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293, 312, 315, 319-322.  Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).]


Honored by Yad Vashem as a righteous on September 5 2022 file M.31.2/13276

[bookmark: _Hlk214259140]Doefini, Italian Consulate in Salonika, Thessaloniki, Macedonia, Greece, 1943

Guelfo Zamboni*, Italian Consulate in Thessaloniki, Macedonia, Salonika, Greece, 1943

[bookmark: _Hlk98165964]Doefini helped save Jews at the Italian consulate in Salonika, Greece.  He worked under Consul Generals Zamboni and Castrucci.  

[bookmark: _Hlk98146151]Giuseppe Castrucci* replaced Consul General Zamboni* at the consulate in Salonica, Greece.  Castrucci played a key role in saving 350 Salonica Jews by placing them on an Italian military train that took them out of Salonica into the Italian neutral zone.  To save Jews, he gave the broadest possible interpretation to the term “Italian subject.”  He issued 550 certificates of Italian nationality to Greek Jews who were clearly not of Italian origin.  Castrucci liberally issued these to Jews who were subject to deportation or were already in deportation camps.  Castrucci’s certificates enabled many Jews to be released from the transit camps and given over to Italian authority.  They were then taken to Athens for their protection.  “Consul Castrucci issued certificates of Italian nationality to Jewish women who were married to Greek husbands, and to their children who were described as minors, though they were often over 21 and sometimes over 30…and often certificates of Italian nationality were issued to Jews whose only claim to them was that the Gestapo was looking for them…The Nazis realized what the Consul was doing, but did not contest his signature and affixed their stamp to his certified list” (Poliakov & Sabille, pp. 156-157).  The German authorities in Salonika tried to stop Castrucci from issuing these naturalization papers.

[Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 614. Carpi, Daniel (Ed.). Italian Diplomatic Documents on the History of the Holocaust in Greece (1941-1943). (Tel Aviv: Diaspora Research Institute, 1999).  Carpi, Daniel. "Notes on the History of the Jews in Greece during the Holocaust Period: The Attitude of the Italians (1941-1943)." Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), p. 375. Levin, Nora. Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 156-157., M. & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293, 312, 315, 319-322.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk214259403]Rives Childs, US Consul General in Tangier, Algeria, 1944

See Renée Reichmann and Luis Orgaz, the Spanish High Commissioner for Tangier

James Rives Childs (February 6, 1893 – July 15, 1987) was an American diplomat, and author. Childs joined the United States Foreign Service in 1923. He was the Chargé d'Affaires of Morocco from 1941 to 1945.
In 1944 Consul General Rives Childs, head of the US legation in Tangier, Morocco, made connections with the Spanish authorities in Madrid and Morocco and helped save more than 1,200 Jews.  He persuaded Spanish authorities to issue visas to Jewish refugees and to provide access to Spanish safe houses until they can emigrate. Childs works closely with Renée Reichmann and her rescue committee and Luis Orgaz, the Spanish High Commissioner for Tangier.  Orgaz helped obtain Spanish transit visas for Jewish refugees. On the eve of Childs’ departure from Tangier in June 1945, Reichmann wrote him to express thanks “for your extremely noble and generous assistance in the affair of the entry visas for Tangier … Thus, 1,200 innocent souls owe their survival to Your Excellency.” Responding to Reichmann, he wrote: “I do not know of any work which I have done in my whole career which has given me greater personal satisfaction than the efforts made on behalf of these friendless persons."
Ater the war served as United States Ambassador to Saudi Arabia from 1946 to 1950 and held a concurrent post as Ambassador to North Yemen. In 1951, Childs was named Ambassador to Ethiopia. He retired two years later. He received the Constructive Dissent Award from the American Foreign Service Assn (AFSA) in 2025.
[Alexy, Trudy. The Mezuzah in the Madonna’s Foot, pp. 200-201. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1993). Bianco, Anthony. The Reichmanns: Family, Faith, Fortune, and the Empire of Olympia & York. (New York: Times Books, 1997). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 1061-1062, 1092. Kranzler, David. The Man Who Stopped the Trains to Auschwitz George Mantello, El Salvador, and Switzerland’s Finest Hour. (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2000), p. 196. Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987), pp. 250-254. Childs, Rives. Foreign Service Farewell, pp. 116-117.  Rozett, Robert. “Child Rescue in Budapest,” Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 2 (1987), pp. 49-59.]

[bookmark: _Hlk172468578][bookmark: _Hlk192514663]
[bookmark: _Hlk214259428][bookmark: _Hlk125893111]Count Blasco Lanza d'Ajeta, Head of the Occupied Territories Department, Chief of Cabinet of Italian Foreign Ministry

[bookmark: _Hlk98165462]Count Blasco Lanza d'Ajeta, Head of the Occupied Territories Department and Chief of Cabinet of the Italian Foreign Ministry, composed a memorandum that underscored the obvious consequences of agreeing to the German demands of deporting thousands of Jews in the Italian occupied zone of Croatia.  In this memorandum, he recommended to the Italian Foreign Ministry that they reject the German demand.  D'Ajeta drafted a memorandum to Mussolini to influence him against authorizing the Italian cooperation in the deportation and murder of Jews in Croatia.  On two separate occasions, Mussolini was dissuaded from participating in the genocide of Jews.  

[Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 473, 476, 486-487, 491. Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), pp. 322-323, 368. Verax [Roberto Ducci]. “Italiani ed ebrei in Jugoslavia,” Politica Estera, I. (Rome, 1944), pp. 21-29. Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 36, 41, 64, 86-87, 89, 106, 217, 225, 233, 260nn.48, 51, 241n.37, 284nn.11, 21, 314n.62. Herzer, 1989, pp. 209-210. Michaelis, 1978, pp. 314, 320. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 57-59, 143, 174-175. Steinberg, 1990, pp. 1, 56-57, 70, 73, 168. Michaelis, Meir.  The Holocaust in Italy: Area of Inquiry IV: The Italian Occupied Territories.  In Berenbaum, Michael, and Abraham J. Peck (Eds.). The Holocaust and History: The Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined, pp. 455-461. (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998), p. 457.  Tittmann, Harold H., Jr., Harold H. Tittman III (Ed.). Inside the Vatican of Pius XII: The Memoir of an American Diplomat During World War II. (New York: Image Books Doubleday, 2004), pp. 70, 145.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk67182902]Archbishop Papandreou Theophilos Damaskinos,* Metropolitan of Athens, Acting Head of State for Greek Government in Exile

See Yiorgos Alexiadis Gennadios*, Metropolitan of Thessaloniki. Panos Haldezos*, the director general of the Athens municipality, and Agelos Evert*,

[bookmark: _Hlk98165339]After the Greek government went into exile, Archbishop Theophilos Damaskinos, (January 1, 1890 – January 1, 1949) Metropolitan of Athens, became temporary head of state.  During his tenure as Metropolitan of Athens, he encouraged members of the Greek Orthodox Church and clergymen to hide Jews throughout Greece.  He made numerous protests against the Nazi persecution of Jews.  He issued church encyclicals, hid Jewish children, and issued false Baptismal Certificates to Jews.  For his actions, he was declared Righteous Among the Nations in 1969.

[bookmark: _Hlk214284055]Yad Vashem Citation File M.31.2/547:

“Papandreou Dimitrios (Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, Orthodox Church of Greece) During World War II, Archbishop Damaskinos of Athens and all Greece, undertook the role of leading the battle against the German policy regarding the annihilation of the Jews of Greece. Born in 1890, as Dimitrios Papandreou, he was ordained a priest in the Greek Orthodox Church in 1917, later assuming the name Damaskinos. When the news first reached Athens from Thessaloniki about the initial deportations and the preparations for more transports, Avraham Amarilio, Asher Moissis, and Daniel Elhanati, representing the Jewish community, went to meet Damaskinos to ask him to intervene. Sick in bed, he listened to the details and was moved to tears. Immediately, he declared he would make every effort and intercede however he could to help the Jews. Damaskinos, who summoned an urgent meeting of all the leaders of prominent associations and organizations in Athens, dramatically reported to them about the severe situation and tragedy of "Our Jewish Brothers." On March 23, 1943, he sent a protest letter to Prime Minister Constantinos Logothetopoulos, signed by 29 prominent figures, leaders of organizations representing the gamut of the spiritual and professional leadership of Greece. The next day, March 24, 1943, he also sent a petition to Gunther von Altenburg, ambassador of the Reich Plenipotentiary for Greece, requesting that the German government act for the cancellation of the deportation order directed at the Jews, signed by representatives of academic institutions, the arts and sciences, as well as commercial and industrial organizations. However, his appeal was unsuccessful, and, as a result, he could only warn the Jews to be ready for difficult times. With his position of high rank, he was able to influence the clergy on all levels of the church hierarchy to extend help to the persecuted Jews. Through his secretary, Yiannis Yiorgakis, Damaskinos suggested that all the priests should extend aid to the Jews and that the convents should be opened to all those who would wish to hide there. Damaskinos also helped transfer money collected in Athens to the Jews of Thessaloniki who were being deported in order to buy them food for the journey. In this he cooperated with Yiorgos Alexiadis Gennadios*, Metropolitan of Thessaloniki. Damaskinos met with Panos Haldezos*, the director general of the Athens municipality. He informed him: "I have made my cross, have spoken with God, and decided to save as many Jewish souls as I can. Even if I were to endanger myself, I will baptize the Jews, and you will issue municipal documents, so that they obtain identity cards, as Christian Greeks." With the cooperation of Agelos Evert*, the chief of the Athens police, thousands of identity cards in Greek names were issued to protect all those in hiding and help others escape. Damaskinos proposed that Ilias (Eliahou) Barzilai, the chief rabbi of Athens, escape to the Near East, however, the rabbi declined the offer, as he did not want to part from his wife and daughter. Instead, the underground smuggled him out of the city to the mountains. After the German occupation, Damaskinos served as regent of Greece until the king returned from exile. He died in 1949. On May 27, 1969, Yad Vashem recognized Archbishop Theophilos Damaskinos as Righteous Among the Nations.
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[bookmark: _Hlk214618662]Carl Ivan Danielsson,* Swedish Minister (Ambassador) in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214284140]See also Per Anger* Lars Berg*, Asta Nilson, Gotte Carlsson and Raoul Wallenberg*

Carl Ivan Danielsson* was the Swedish Minister in Budapest in 1944-1945.  As head of the Swedish mission to Budapest, Danielsson was responsible for the rescue and protection of tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews.  He was responsible for the overall mission and ultimately the success of the Swedish legation. 

Braham 1981 p. 1438-1439:

“While at first Danielsson spoke in terms of granting Swedish citizenship to only the aforementioned 300 to 400 Jews with relatives or business connections in Sweden, the figure soon rose close to 650, thanks to a list Wallenberg had carried with him to Budapest. These were given a provisional or emergency passport (Provisoriskt Pass). 


[bookmark: _Hlk212793608][image: ]
Schutzpass (protective document) issued by Minister Danielsson

Within a few months after Wallenberg's arrival, this rescue effort was expanded; it eventually included 4,500 Jews, a figure that was approved by the Nyilas government on October 31 in the expectation of diplomatic recognition by Sweden. Originally expected to leave by November 15, these Jews were supplied with protective passes and transferred to "Swedish Houses" on Pozsonyi Road. As the Nyilas terror continued unabated, and especially during the Soviet siege, the number of those holding genuine or forged Swedish passes increased to well over 10,000. These Jews were housed in 32 Swedish-protected buildings.  “The Germans were furious over the large-scale rescue activities by the Swedes. Reportedly some of the Hungarian officials were also disturbed by them, as they were about the rescue measures that were undertaken by the Swiss.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212793649]For his actions, he was awarded the Righteous Among the Nations medal by Israel in 1982. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.   

[bookmark: _Hlk214284181]Yad Vashem Citation M. 31.2/1915/1:

“Danielsson, Carl Ivan Berg, Lars During World War II, Sweden represented the affairs of Hungary in the Allied countries. The Swedish diplomat Carl Ivan Danielsson was the ambassador at the Swedish Legation in German-occupied Budapest. He knew about all the illegal operations that were handled by legation personnel and he supported them. In June 1944, Danielsson requested permission from the Hungarian government for the Swedish Red Cross to help the Hungarian Red Cross in feeding and housing war-orphaned and abandoned children and the Hungarians agreed. In December, as the Soviets were closing in on Budapest, the Arrow Cross regime moved to western Hungary and asked the legation to move, too, claiming that it would be unable to protect the legation and personnel in the capital. Danielsson decided to remain in besieged Budapest, unwilling to abandon the Jews. The Jewish community of Stockholm gave him a letter of appreciation for his conduct after the war. Lars Berg was a member of the team of Raoul Wallenberg* at the Swedish Legation in Budapest, saving persecuted Jews from deportation. According to Elisabeth Kasser, former secretary of the Swedish Red Cross in Hungary in 1944-1945, Berg was in those days a young and capable attaché, co-worker of Wallenberg and Per Anger*, who contributed significantly to the various rescue missions carried out. On July 13, 1982, Yad Vashem recognized Carl Ivan Danielsson and Lars Berg as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 785, 881, 1074, 1084. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 74. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 227-228, 231, 318-319, 357-359, 366-367, 387-388. Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden: 1998), pp. 254-277. Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 68, 71-72, 235, 238, 241-245, 248, 258, 270, 275. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 1439, 1589.
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Luis Martins de Souza Dantas

[bookmark: _Hlk214618699]Luis Martins de Souza Dantas,* Brazilian Ambassador to France, 1940-43

[bookmark: _Hlk212793769]Luis Martins de Souza Dantas (17 February 1876 – 14 April 1954) was the Brazilian Ambassador to France between 1922 and 1943.  Ambassador Dantas issued visas to hundreds of Jews in occupied France after the Nazi takeover in 1940. This in direct violation of Brazilian immigration policy. After being ordered to stop issuing these visas, he would often forge the issue date to a date prior to the order. He would also remove any mention of Jewish ancestry from the applicant's history. Souza Dantas did not grant visas for personal gain or to a select group. In a 1942 letter to Brazil's foreign minister Osvaldo Aranha, he said the camps set up by the Nazis were like something out of Dante's Inferno, where Jews were either slaves or were exterminated. In March 1943, the Nazi representatives broke into Dantas’ embassy in Vichy and arrested him.  He was deported to Germany and was incarcerated along with other diplomats.  This was for his actions in helping Jews.  Dantas was eventually freed in 1944, with the direct intervention of Portuguese Prime Minister Oliveira Salazar.  Dantas issued the visas against the strict order of the pro-fascist Brazilian government headed by Getulio Vargas, and at great risk to his diplomatic career.  The Brazilian government eventually reprimanded him for issuing these visas without authorization from Rio.  Several of the Jews arrived in Brazil and were detained by the Brazilian government, but were later released. 

Dantas was designated Righteous Among the Nations in 2003. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  

Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/9667:

“Luiz Martins de Souza Luiz Martins de Souza Dantas had been Brazil’s ambassador to France since 1922. In June 1940, in Paris and then in Vichy, he witnessed the massive southward flight of Frenchmen and refugees as the country was overrun by German troops. From 1937 onward, Brazil prohibited Jewish emigration from entering Brazil. Souza Dantas tried to find ways to get around this ban. On October 8, 1940, Souza Dantas sought authorization from the Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Oswaldo Aranha, to “deliver visas, in exceptional cases, to carriers of Nansen passports (stateless persons) or other pieces of identification, under my own responsibility”. The ambassador interpreted the permission obtained from his minister in an extremely generous manner, delivering hundreds visas to Jews and non-Jewish refugees in the non-occupied zone, with the goal of allowing them to leave France. Even so, the recipients of these visas were considered “undesirables” by the Brazilian government. Souza Dantas was perfectly aware that he was contravening the instructions in the decrees sent by his minister to every Brazilian diplomatic mission in the world, which stipulated the ban on delivering visas to “Semites” or “undesirables”, as Jews were identified in the Foreign Office correspondence. Thanks to the infractions committed by the ambassador, hundreds of Jews were able to leave France and Europe. Some of them did not, however, manage to reach Brazil before the expiry date on their visas, and were subsequently turned back. When the Brazilian authorities were preparing to take judicial action against Souza Dantas, he had already reached retirement age, which offered him complete immunity. The intrepid ambassador passed away in Paris in 1954. On June 2, 2003, Yad Vashem recognized Luiz Martins de Souza Dantas as Righteous Among the Nations.”
 
[Milgram, Avraham, translated by Naftali Greenwood.  “The Jews of Europe from the perspective of the Brazilian Foreign Service, 1933-1941.”  Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 9 (1995), 94-120.  Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945), p. 128. Eck, Nathan. “The Rescue of Jews With the Aid of Passports and Citizenship Papers of Latin American States.” Yad Vashem Studies on the European Jewish Catastrophe and Resistance, 1 (1957), pp. 125-152.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214259494]François de Vial*, Diplomat at the French Embassy in Rome, 1943

François de Vial (October 4, 1904 – May 16, 1984) was a diplomat at the French embassy in Rome in 1943.  De Vial helped Father Benedetto and the Jewish relief agency Delegazione Assistenze Emigranti Ebrei (Jewish Emigrant Association; DELASEM) in their rescue of Jews.  He did this without permission from Vichy. In Rome, he was part of the Interallied Resistance Movement, created in 1942, bringing together English, Swiss, French, members of the Vatican and French and Italians, and whose goal was to save from the Gestapo and the fascist police escaped prisoners. Monsignor Hugh O'Flaherty and François de Vial both helped conceal some 4,000 escapees, both Allied soldiers and Jews, from the Nazis; 3,925 survived the war. François de Vial was honored by Yad Vashem in 2020 for his role in saving Jews.

[Michaelis, Meir "Fascist Policy Toward Italian Jews: Tolerance and Persecution," ed. Ivo Hertzer, The Italian Refuge: Rescue of Jews During the Holocaust Chicago: The Catholic University Press, 1989.  O'Reilly, Charles T (2001). Forgotten Battles: Italy's War of Liberation, 1943–1945. Lexington Books. p. 244 Waagenaar, Sam. The Pope’s Jews. (La Salle, IL: Open Court Publishers, 1974), p. 400. Yad Vashem file M.31.2/13553/2]

[bookmark: _Hlk197067755]
[bookmark: _Hlk214259530]René de Weck, Swiss Consul General in Bucharest, Romania, and Amsterdam, 1942-45

[bookmark: _Hlk98165767]In spring 1933, de Weck was appointed Plenipotentiary Minister for Switzerland in Romania, Yugoslavia and Greece, stationed in Bucharest, Romania.  In November 1941, as a result of the Nazi persecutions of Jews in Romania, de Weck contacted the Red Cross and urged them to send a special representative to Bucharest to protect Jews who were being murdered.  As a result, the ICRC sent two representatives.  Working with ICRC representative Carl Kolb in the summer of 1943, de Weck managed to gather more than 2,000 Jewish orphans in Moldavia to prevent their deportation and from being forced into ghettoes.  De Weck also managed to protect Hungarian Jews who had sought refuge in Romania and who would otherwise have been murdered.  De Weck worked to prevent the Romanian government from harming Jews of Swiss nationality or of those countries whose interests were being represented by Switzerland in Romania. 

[Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 349-350.  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 1231, 1297-1298. Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 109, 198-200, 202, 206-207, 210, 212-213. Vago, Bela. “Political and Diplomatic Activities for the Rescue of the Jews of Northern Transylvania.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), p. 161. Laqueur, Walter (Ed.) and Judith Tydor Baumel (Assoc. Ed.).  The Holocaust Encyclopedia. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 621.  Lavi, T. Rumanian Jewry in World War II: Fight for Survival. (Jerusalem, 1965). Hebrew.  Lavi, T. (Ed.). Rumania, Vol. 1.  In Pinkas Hakehillot, Encyclopaedia of Jewish Communities. (Jerusalem, 1969). Hebrew.  Butnaru, I. C. The Silent Holocaust: Romania and its Jews.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97606874][bookmark: _Hlk195621568]Countess Dobrazensky, Hungarian Red Cross

[bookmark: _Hlk98165919]Countess Dobrazensky was a delegate for the Hungarian Red Cross.  She tried to intervene on behalf of Hungarian Jews deported to Galicia.

[Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 233-234.]



Maurice Dubois, Chateaux La Hille, 1941

[bookmark: _Hlk214259758]Maurice DuBois* (Swiss), Children's Aid of the Swiss Red Cross, Toulouse, France

“Maurice Dubois (1905-January 1, 1998) was the Swiss delegation leader of the Children's Aid of the Swiss Red Cross in southern France, as well as a delegate of the Swiss donation in France. He is a righteous among the nations.

“Dubois was the son of Sheen and studied to become a furrier. He was a member of Service Civil International, an international non-governmental organization. Dubois was a Quaker, and in the 1930s he was a conscientious objector and therefore was not drafted into the Swiss army. Between 1937–1939 he was active on behalf of the children who were affected by the Spanish Civil War.

[image: ]

Maurice and Ellenor Dubois (table in the background, 2nd and 3rd from the left), Red Cross staff meeting in Montluel, June 1942 Elenore DuBois (Swiss), Toulouse, France

“With the outbreak of World War II, Dubois established a Swiss organization to aid children called "Swiss Aid for Children" (Secours Suisse aux Enfants). The organization had a branch in Toulouse. In 1940, this branch in southern France became part of the Swiss Red Cross.

“After Kristallnacht, a number of Jewish children were sent by their parents to Belgium in order to ensure their safety. After the German conquest of Belgium in May 1940, these children fled to France. Dubois's aid organization took them under its wing and they were housed in the organization's building. Dubois visited the children regularly, sometimes with his wife, for two years, and assisted them as much as he could.

“In August 1942, the roundup and deportation of Jews without French citizenship in the area to concentration and extermination camps began. A number of Jewish children who had taken refuge in the organization's building were arrested and brought to the Vernet camp. In order to free them, Dubois traveled to Vichy and met with Marshal Philippe Pétain and René Bousquet. He threatened to stop Red Cross aid to French children, despite the fact that he did not have the authority to make such a threat and knew the Red Cross would not back him up. In the end, the children were released thanks to his intervention. Dubois's wife, Ellen, tried unsuccessfully to obtain entry permits to Switzerland from the Swiss Red Cross for the children staying at the organization's building. Finally, in “defiance of his superiors' instructions and in violation of French law, Dubois smuggled dozens of Jewish children into Switzerland.

On May 2, 1995, Yad Vashem recognized Maurice Dubois as Righteous Among the Nations.

[bookmark: _Hlk158792564]Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/3195:

[bookmark: _Hlk214528680]“In the 1930s, Maurice Dubois, a conscientious objector, was not inducted into the Swiss army. When World War II broke out, he established Secours Suisse aux Enfants in Toulouse, France, to take care of refugee children. By 1940, the Secours Suisse branch in southern France had become part of the Swiss Red Cross. Ruth Tamir, Margot Kern, Peter Salz, and Aliza Domka were German Jewish children whose parents had sent them to Belgium after Kristallnacht to assure their survival. In May 1940, when Germany invaded Belgium, these children, along with another hundred, all originally German Jews, fled to France. After wandering from city to city, under difficult conditions, lacking everything, they were placed in the care of Secours Suisse. The children were taken to Château de la Hille in the département of Ariège. In an old building, which had been renovated to receive them, they were well nourished and well treated and regained the love of life. The oldest of the children were given chores. Maurice Dubois, sometimes accompanied by his wife- Eleonore Dubois- Imbelli, visited the young refugees regularly. He took an interest in them and asked them questions. The children all loved Dubois and viewed him as their savior. They spent two years in relative safety, but in August 1942, when roundups of Jews without French citizenship began in the region, those over the age of 15 were arrested and taken to the detention camp at Vernet. Aliza Domka was one of those arrested. After the war, she testified that Maurice Dubois took personal responsibility for those arrested and managed to have them set free. He went to Vichy, negotiated with Prime Minister Pierre Laval, and threatened summarily to discontinue Secours Suisse’s placement of undernourished French children in Red Cross summer camps in Switzerland. Dubois was bluffing. He was not empowered to stop this large-scale enterprise, and he knew that the Red Cross would not support him. However, the ruse succeeded and Dubois obtained the release of the young Jews, returning with them to Château de la Hille. Meanwhile, his wife, Ellen had not been inactive. She had gone to see the head of the Red Cross in Bern, Switzerland, and demanded that he arrange to have all the Jewish children in Secours Suisse institutions admitted to Switzerland. The Red Cross rejected her request, and it became clear both to Dubois and to Rose Naef* (see volume France), the director of the La Hille institution, that youngsters aged 15 and over were no longer safe in the chateau. Against his superiors’ wishes and in violation of French law, Dubois had the children smuggled into Switzerland, endangering himself by supporting the people who carried out this hazardous mission. Dozens of Jewish young people owe their lives to him. On May 2, 1995, Yad Vashem recognized Maurice Dubois as Righteous Among the Nations.” 
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Ambassador Roberto Ducci

[bookmark: _Hlk172475103][bookmark: _Hlk125894191]Ambassador Roberto Ducci (Verax), Italy, Head of the Croatian Department of the Italian Foreign Ministry

“…some of these Croation Jews told me, those I’ve recently met, who are still full of gratitude to our troops for saving their lives or giving them a chance to save them…”
· Ambassador Roberto Ducci, reflecting on Jews he had saved in Croatia

Ambassador Roberto Ducci, (February 8, 1914 – Rome, March 9, 1985) 
In 1937 Ducci entered the Italian diplomatic service. He was first assigned to Ottawa, Canada then to Newark, New Jersey as vice consul. Although he had developed an anti-fascist conviction, in 1940 he returned to Italy to give his service in support Italy's entry into the war. He was assigned to serve in the Italian legation in Croatia, where he distinguished himself in saving the Jewish community from Nazi persecution. 

[bookmark: _Hlk98166057]As head of the Croatian Department of the Italian Foreign Ministry, he strongly opposed the deportations of Croatian and Italian Jews during the Italian occupation of Croatia.  His efforts were successful and ultimately prevented the Nazi planned deportations there.  

Ducci stated, in a postwar interview: 

“In the first place, evidently if the command and the officers had agreed to it the thing would probably have taken place.  But they didn’t agree, because all the while that was repugnant to their sensibility as men and as Italians, as Christians and, for some of the officers without a doubt, as gentlemen as well.  In the second place, because they had already seen the massacres that the Croatian Ustasha, namely those with Pavelic, had done to the Serbs, above all in Bosnia.  And we had intervened against these massacres, by removing the powers of civil administration from the Zagreb government in our occupation zone. […] This cluster of massacres and other things that happened in the Balkans probably had its psychological influence on our officers who were living in the villages—who were living in contact with the populace and so also with the tiny Jewish minority that existed here and there.”
“However much I can try to speak of myself and my office, we found a bunch of reasons that let us keep the thing on the back burner without ever complying with the German request, and at the same time to have plausible enough pretexts or reasons to justify the lack of action before the German authorities.”

He used the pen name “Verax” for this work.  Ducci later published an article in the Italian foreign policy journal Politica Estera about the Italian rescue efforts against the German directives to deport Yugoslavian Jews.  

[Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 446, 466, 474-476, 483-484. Verax [Roberto Ducci]. “Italiani ed ebrei in Jugoslavia,” Politica Estera, I. (Rome, 1944), pp. 21-29. Caracciolo, 1986, pp. 57-66.  Steinberg, 1990, pp. 93, 168.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213440149][bookmark: _Hlk214631777]Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz,* Trade Attaché to the German Embassy in Copenhagen, Denmark, 1943

[bookmark: _Hlk98166082][bookmark: _Hlk212810357]Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz (September 29, 1904, Bremen – February 16, 1973) was a member of the Nazi Party and was sent as a Trade Attaché to the German Embassy in Copenhagen, Denmark.  After 1942, Duckwitz worked with the Nazi Reich representative Werner Best, who headed the Gestapo. On September 11, 1943, Best told Duckwitz that all Danish Jews were to be arrested on October 1. In response, Duckwitz travelled to Berlin to try to prevent the operation by appealing to the authorities.  

When Duckwitz learned that the Nazi occupying government was planning to deport Danish Jews, he alerted the Danish government and Jewish community leaders. In Denmark on September 29, Duckwitz contacted the Danish Social Democrat Hans Hedtoft and notified him of the intended deportation. Hedtoft warned the head of the Jewish community, C. B. Henriques, and the acting chief rabbi, Marcus Melchior, who spread the warning. They were urged Jews to go into hiding immediately and spread the word to all their friends and relatives. The German action to deport the Jews prompted the Danish state church and all political parties except the pro-Nazi National Socialist Workers' Party of Denmark (NSWPD) immediately to denounce the action and to pledge solidarity with their fellow Jewish citizens. For the first time they openly opposed the occupation. At once, the Danish bishops issued a hyrdebrev—a pastoral letter to all citizens. Sympathetic Danes in all walks of life organized a mass escape of over 7,200 Jews and 700 of their non-Jewish relatives by sea to Sweden In addition, he made a clandestine trip to Stockholm to meet with the Prime Minster Per Albin Hansson of Sweden to arrange for safe haven for the Jews. The Swedish Government gave permission for Jew to take refuge in Sweden. For these actions, Duckwitz could have been imprisoned or even killed.  

[image: A group of people on a boat
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A boat full of people to escape the Nazis in Denmark in October 1943. Boats were used for some 7,000 Danish Jews who fled to safety in neighboring Sweden.

[bookmark: _Hlk213440172]The Danish underground in turn implemented the rescue of more than 7,000 Danish Jews.  As a result, 99% of Danish Jews were hidden and smuggled into neutral Sweden, where they survived the war.  After the war, Duckwitz became the German Ambassador to Denmark.  

Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz was designated Righteous Among the Nations in 1971. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews. 

[image: ]

Prewar Polish passport used to register in Sweden in 1943 after being smuggled away from occupied Denmark.

[bookmark: _Hlk214286223][image: The rescuer Georg Duckwitz]

Georg Duckwitz

Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/679:

“Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz was born on September 29, 1904 in Bremen to an old patrician family in the Hanseatic city. During the Weimar republic Duckwitz belonged to right wing student circles, and even joined the Nazi party in 1932. However once the Nazis came to power, he was soon disillusioned with the regime. In 1935 he resigned from his position in the Nazi party’s foreign service. “In view of my experience over the past two years concerning almost all aspects of the National Socialist experience, I must consider that the reasons which in 1932 prompted me to devote myself entirely to the party no longer apply.”, he wrote to Alfred Rosenberg, “This simple statement summarize the profound disappointment of a believer and one who was full of trust.” Duckwitz went to work for the Hamburg-America Line shipping company and traveled to many places as their representative. In 1939, however, he decided to return to Germany and applied for the position as maritime attaché at the German embassy in Copenhagen. As Duckwitz was intimately acquainted with local conditions and enjoyed good connections with Danish leaders, after 1942, he became a close confidant of the new Nazi Reich Representative for Denmark, Werner Best. A former deputy chief of the Gestapo and a hard-core Nazi ideologue, Best nevertheless chose to stick to the moderate policies of his predecessors, seeking to create a collaboration with the Danes, rather than provoke them to oppose the German occupation. In summer 1943, following a sharp increase in strikes and sabotage against the occupation, the German policy changed and preparations were made to rid the country of its 7,800 Jews. On September 28, 1943, Best, who feared a deterioration of the situation if the Jews were to be forcefully deported to the east, tipped off his confidant about the plan for the deportation of Denmark’s Jewish community. At great risk to himself, Duckwitz proceeded to inform his Danish Social-Democratic friends, who, in turn, alerted the leadership of the Danish Jewish community. This made it possible for the Danes to carry out their great rescue operation, during which some 7,000 Jews were transported within three weeks in ships and boats across the sea to the safety of neighboring Sweden. By October 2, when the Gestapo set out to implement their plans and arrest the Jews, most of the Jews had gone, and only 500 Jews, mostly elderly and sick, were caught and deported to the camp of Theresienstadt.. Duckwitz’ remained committed to the policy of cooperation with the Danes, and tried to mediate and negotiate a peaceful solution to the general strike the Danes declared in the summer of 1944. To this end he acted together with Werner Best, the Plenipotentiary in Denmark, and even stood by his side after the war, when Best was accused for his involvement in crimes of the Nazi security services. Duckwitz’ remained committed to the policy of cooperation with the Danes, and tried to mediate and negotiate a peaceful solution to the general strike the Danes declared in the summer of 1944. To this end he acted together with Werner Best, the Plenipotentiary in Denmark, and even stood by his side after the war, when Best was accused for his involvement in crimes of the Nazi security services. After the war Duckwitz served in the Foreign Office of the Federal Republic of Germany and was sent as ambassador to Denmark. He rose in the ranks of the Ministry and was nominated as State Secretary by Foreign Minister Willy Brandt, who was later elected German chancellor. On March 29, 1971, Yad Vashem recognized Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz as Righteous Among the Nations.

[Duckwitz, Georg Ferdinand. Die geplannte Aktion gegen die dänischen Juden und ihre Verhinderung. (Copenhagen: Rigsarkivet, Duckwitz Archives, 1957; and Jerusalem: Yad Vashem Archives File #027/13).  Duckwitz, Georg Ferdinand. Die Aktion gegen die dänischen Juden im Herbst 1943—Plan und Durchführing. (Copenhagen: Rigsarkivet, Duckwitz Archives, 1964). Dose, Johannes. Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz in Dänemark: 1943-1945, 2nd ed. (Bonn: Auswärtiges Amt, 1992), Referat 012, p. 16.  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 364, 409, 1282, 1438. Yahil, Leni. The Rescue of Danish Jewry: Test of a Democracy. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1969), pp. 127, 129, 148-151, 161-164, 173, 239, 269, 329, 417. Kirchhoff, Hans. “SS-Gruppenführer Werner Best and the action against the Danish Jews – October 1943.” Yad Vashem Studies, 24 (1994), 195-222.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125894296][bookmark: _Hlk214463728][bookmark: _Hlk192515377]Georges Dunand, International Red Cross, stationed in Slovakia

[bookmark: _Hlk98166124][bookmark: _Hlk127086922]Georges Dunand was the International Red Cross representative stationed in Slovakia in 1944-1945.  He was sent to Slovakia in October 1944 to help the remaining Jewish survivors.  Many of the Jewish survivors were in hiding in Bratislava.  There, he was helped by two Swiss consular officials, Max Grässli, the Consul General, and Hans Keller, Vice Consul.  Consul General Grässli and his wife hid Jews in their home.  When the Grässli’s left, Dunand moved into their apartment and continued to hide Jews there.  Dunand also worked with Zionist youth leader Jurag Revesz.  In addition, Dunand distributed money to Jewish refugee organizations. Dunand was one of the few Red Cross representatives to publish his memoirs.  It was called Ne perdez pas leur trace! [Don’t lose track of them], (Geneva, 1950).  
 
[Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), p. 448.  Dunand, Georges.  Ne perdez pas leur trace.  Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 184, 187-197, 250. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 241, 370, 1232. Rothkirchen, Livia. “Vatican Policy and the ‘Jewish Problem’ in ‘Independent’ Slovakia (1939-1945).” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 51. Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), pp. 394-395, 405, 445. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 499, 545-546, 705.  AG, G  59/2, letter from Dunand of 18 December 1944.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125894354][bookmark: _Hlk158834332][bookmark: _Hlk192687465]
[bookmark: _Hlk214463703]Niels Eric Ekblad, Swedish Consul in Denmark, 1943

[bookmark: _Hlk98166160]Consul Niels Eric Ekblad was sent by the Swedish government to report on the action of the Germans in the impending deportation of Danish Jews in October 1943.  Ekblad accompanied German diplomat Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz to a clandestine meeting with Swedish Prime Minister Per Albin Hansson.  Ekblad relayed advance warning from Duckwitz to the Swedish government.  At the Swedish embassy in Copenhagen, Ekblad issued many passports to Danish citizens.   

[Werner, Emmy E. A Conspiracy of Decency: The Rescue of the Danish Jews during World War II. (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2002), pp. 33-36, 39, 41. Ekblad, Niels Eric. Aufzeichnung über gewisse Ereignisse im Zusammenhang mit der deutschen Aktion gegen die dänishen Juden um den 1 Oktober 1943. (Hamburg, January 22, 1958; Jerusalem: Yad Vashem Archives, File #027/13). Yahil, Leni. The Rescue of Danish Jewry: Test of a Democracy. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1969).]


[bookmark: _Hlk214463675]Béla Elek*, official of the Swedish Legation, Budapest Hungary 

See Raoul Wallenberg*

With Raoul Wallenberg, saved Jews from death marches to Hegyeshalom. Murdered by Arrow Cross.

[bookmark: _Hlk205812447]Note Braham: 

134. The Jews arrested in various raids in Buda were normally taken to the Nyilas House at 46 Kapas Street or to the Radetzky Armory at Palffy Square. Their treatment was no different from that suffered by Jews in the Nyilas houses in Pest. Among those who were tortured to death at Kapas Street were Geza Steinhardt, a noted comedian, and Bela Elek, an official of the Swedish Legation who had saved hundreds of Jews during the death-marches to Hegyeshalom. Lajos Levy, see Antal Toszeghi, "Levy Lajos arckepe" (A Portrait of Lajos Levy). In: Evkonyv 1983 / 84 (Yearbook 1983-84). Sandor Scheiber, ed. (Budapest: Magyar Izraelitak Orszagos Kepviselete, 1984), pp. 369- 384. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 706, 1183.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk125894474]
[bookmark: _Hlk172475190]Gösta Engzell, Head of Legal Division of the Swedish Foreign Office, Stockholm, Sweden, World War II

We are rather clear on what you can do under current circumstances to rescue Danish Jews by bringing them here.  I’m thinking mainly about the Swedish-born and their nearest relatives, husbands and children.  If there is anything to be gained by issuing provisional passports you may do that, still with some caution… […] entry visas may be given to all Jews in question without prior clearance from the Department.
· Gösta Engzell
[bookmark: _Hlk98166269]Gösta Engzell (1897-1997) headed the Legal Division of the Swedish Foreign Office between 1938 and 1947. The department was in charge of all visa and immigration issues. Shortly after his appointment Engzell represented Sweden in the Évian Conference held at Évian-les-Bains, France, between July 6-15, 1938, to address the problem of German and Austrian Jewish refugees. In the late 1930s Engzell and the Swedish government did not have a particular interest in Jews who had to flee Nazi Germany and Austria and did not make any attempt to facilitate the entry of Jews to Sweden without visa or even to get Swedish visas. On September 7, 1942, Engzell met a Latvian Jewish refugee named Gillel Storch who told him about the increasingly horrific conditions of Jews in the German-occupied territories. He was the individual most responsible for the positive switch in the Swedish government’s official policy and response to the murder of European Jews.  He convinced the Swedish government to help Jews in Nazi controlled territories. Engzell wrote to the Swedish Minister von Dardel in Denmark  “As expected we have received a stream of requests and applications concerning Jewish relatives in Denmark … we are prepared to do what is possible to allow them to come over to Sweden.”  Engzell empowered diplomats to aid Jews in Norway, Denmark and later in Budapest.  He was responsible for authorizing Swedish diplomats Carl Ivan Danielsson and Per Anger to issue Swedish protective papers to Budapest Jews 1944-1945.  By the end of the war, Swedish action on behalf of Jews in Europe, almost always initiated or supported by Engzell and his staff, contributed to the rescue and relief of 30,000-40,000 Jews. 

[Levine, P.A., p. 212, in Cesarani, D., & Levine, P.A., 2002. Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden: 1998), pp. 115-116, 126, 132, 134, 138, 154-155, 159-162, 169, 171, 174, 176-177, 181-185, 213, 216, 223, 226, 232-234, 241-243, 249-252, 259-276. Yahil, L. “Scandinavian Countries to the Rescue of Concentration Camp Prisoners.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 216-217. Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 170, 176, 203, 206-207, 217, 238, 248-251, 290-293. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 267-268, 273-275, 279-280, 288.  Swedish Foreign Office, The Swedish Relief Expedition to Germany 1945: Prelude and Negotiations [Stockholm, 1956], White Book, 1956; Swedish Foreign Office Archives [UDA], Stockholm; Persson, 2009, pp. 29, 55, 63, 65, 83, 142-143, 159-160, 186, 195; Favez, 1995, pp. 260-272; Hadenius, 2007; Hewins, 1950; Marton, 1996; Persson, 2009, pp. 29, 55, 63, 65, 83, 142-143, 159-160, 186, 195; Yahil, 1967, pp. 181-220]

[bookmark: _Hlk213440214]

[bookmark: _Hlk214259852]

Solomon Ezrati+, Spanish Consul in Salonika, Greece, 1941-43 

see Consul General Romero Radigales*

[image: ]

Document on Spanish Consulate in Thessaloniki letterhead during the German occupation confirming Mentech Saltiel’s address and that he is a Spanish subject. It is dated June 29, 1941, just two months after the occupation, and signed by Solomon Ezrati. 

Solomon Ezrati served as a Vice-Consul at the Spanish consulate in Salonika.  He had held the position for 28 years.  Ezrati worked closely with Spanish Consul General Romero Radigales in helping to save Spanish Jews in Salonika. The Nazis considered Consul General Radigales to be an impediment to deporting and murdering the Sephardic Jews of Athens and Salonika/Thessaloniki.  Sebastian de Radigales is Honored as Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel.   Because Solomon Ezrati was Jewish, he was arrested along with other Spanish nationals and deported to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.  He survived the war.   

[bookmark: _Hlk192516009][Avni, Haim. “Spanish Nationals in Greece and their Fate during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 8 (1970), pp. 38, 52-54, 65. Avni, Haim. Spain, the Jews and Franco. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1982).]
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[bookmark: _Hlk125894760]Gerhart Feine

[bookmark: _Hlk214259877][bookmark: _Hlk172475284]Gerhart Feine, Director of the Jewish Department of the German Plenipotentiary in Budapest, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214286771]See also Carl Lutz

Consul Gerhart Feine (June 17, 1894-April 9, 1959) was a German diplomat during the Nazi era. Feine did not join the NSDAP, despite the pressure of the Foreign Office's personnel policy. From 1938 he was a counselor in Belgrade, where he witnessed Yugoslavia's accession to the Tripartite Pact. Feine remained in the embassy in April 1941 during the German invasion of Yugoslavia. Feine rescued several Jewish families in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. He was then appointed Director of the Jewish Department of the German Plenipotentiary in Budapest in 1944-1945. 

With the German occupation of Hungary in March 1944 (Operation Margareth), Feine was transferred to Hungary as Charge d'Affaires. The new German envoy, SS Brigadeführer Edmund Veesenmayer, used political pressure on the Sztójay government to ensure that the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior cooperated with Adolf Eichmann in Budapest. When a run on the banks began on the first business day after the occupation, Feine demanded that the Hungarian Secretary of State for Finance, Béla Csizik, limit withdrawals to 1,000 pengő and lock bank safe deposit boxes, a measure that was particularly aimed to protect Hungary's Jewish population. 

[bookmark: _Hlk98166520]The Hungarian government immediately and in quick succession issued anti-Semitic decrees on the wearing of the yellow Star of David and on ghettoization. The 150 SS men of the Eichmann Commando, which had been sent especially for this purpose, were able to ghettoize the Hungarian Jews in the Hungarian provinces within a very short period of time in cooperation with the Hungarian police, militia, local authorities and the Hungarian railway and have them transported to the Auschwitz – Birkenau death camp. From April 27, 1944, to July 11, 1944, there were 437,402 Hungarian Jews in 147 trains. Budapest was initially exempt from this action. 

[bookmark: _Hlk158649754]In the autumn of 1944, Feine helped to save numerous Hungarian Jews from being transported to German forced labour camps. He first informed the Swiss embassy about the impending deportation of the Jews and then worked with the Swiss to preserve the diplomatic immunity of specially rented houses in which Jews found shelter. He informed Carl Lutz, Raoul Wallenberg and other members of the neutral legations of the plans of Hitler’s Foreign Minister Veesenmayer and SS Colonel Adolf Eichmann to deport and murder the Jews of Budapest.  Without Feine’s help, the rescue of Jews would have been far more difficult and dangerous.  Feine betrayed the confidence of Veesenmayer and Eichmann.  He was never discovered for betraying his superiors.   After the end of the war, he was interned by the British in Neumünster from 1945 to 1946. After his release, Feine became involved in the Protestant refugee aid in Bremen.  Feine was killed after the war while attempting to rescue people from a burning building. 

[Tschuy, Theo. Dangerous Diplomacy. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2000). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 388, 507. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), p. 283.  Jan Erik Schulte, Michael Wala (eds.): Resistance and the Foreign Office: Diplomats against Hitler. Siedler, Munich 2013, pp. 103–115, Conze, Eckart, Frei, Norbert, Hayes, Peter, Zimmermann, Moshe: The office and the past. German diplomats in the Third Reich and in the Federal Republic. Karl Blessing Verlag, Munich 2010, Grossmann, Alexander: Only the conscience. Carl Lutz and his Budapest action. History and portrait. Verlag Im Waldgut, Wald 1986, pp. 57, 62–65, 69–74.
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[bookmark: _Hlk172475319][bookmark: _Hlk213440264][bookmark: _Hlk214631845]Dr. Harald Feller,* Swiss Minister in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214286865]See also Carl Lutz

Dr. Harald Feller (1913-December 28, 2003) replaced Maximilian Jaeger as head of the Swiss legation in Budapest, Hungary, in 1944.  From the beginning of his appointment, Dr. Feller was tireless in his efforts to support Consul Charles Lutz and the rescue of Jews under Swiss protection.  Feller worked closely with the other neutral legations in constantly pressuring the Horthy and Sztójay puppet governments to end the persecution and deportations of Jews.  He signed a joint protest of the treatment of Jews along with his fellow diplomatic representatives.  Feller protected members of the Swedish legation, who were targeted by the Arrow Cross, by giving them false Swiss passports and providing shelter.  Toward the end of the war, Feller hid dozens of Jews in the basement of his consular residence in Budapest.  In February 1945, the Soviets arrested Feller and sent him to Moscow, along with other Swiss nationals.  He was returned to Switzerland in February 1946.  Feller received his Righteous Among the Nations award in 1999. He passed away in 2003 in Bern, Switzerland. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  

[bookmark: _Hlk214286842]Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/8575:

“Harald Feller was a Swiss diplomat in his thirties, in Budapest, Hungary. In March 1944, the Nazis took possession of the country and the Germans in Budapest ordered all the Jews to wear the yellow-star badge. Jews were concentrated in ghettos and transit camps and then deported to Auschwitz. From the beginning of December 1944 through 1945, first as First Secretary of the Swiss Legation and then as Charge d’Affaires, he managed to be involved in numerous rescue operations, saving Jews. He risked his life by using illegal methods in order to save Swiss citizens who were married to Hungarian Jews. He managed to rescue several Jews from a transit camp where they were being held and once succeeded in rescuing a group of Jews whom he transferred to Switzerland. After October 15, 1944, Feller hid at his home the Jewish Hungarian writer Gabor Devecseri, together with his wife Klara Huszar and their one-year-old son. Other Jews, as well as several soldiers who deserted the Hungarian army, also found refuge at his house. At the end of December 1944, Feller managed to rescue the Halasz couple, parents of Klara Huszar. They were also brought to his home, to join their family. According to numerous testimonies, Feller gave valuable assistance to the Zionist underground, supplying blank letters of protection, which were later filled in as needed. At the end of December, Feller was arrested by an Arrow Cross gang and tortured. Still, he kept his home as a refuge for persecuted Jews until the liberation. After the liberation of Hungary he was captured by the Soviets in January 1945 and returned to Switzerland a year later. On July 15, 1999, Yad Vashem recognized Harald Feller as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 881. Tschuy, Theo. Dangerous Diplomacy. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2000). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 78. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 357-359, 366-368, 383-384, 387-388, 413-414, 416.]

[image: Francis Foley]

[bookmark: _Hlk97249984][bookmark: _Hlk213440306][bookmark: _Hlk67124393][bookmark: _Hlk214631874]Francis (Frank) Foley,* British Vice Consul in Charge of Visas in Berlin, 1933-1939

[bookmark: _Hlk98166874]Major Frank Foley (November 24, 1884 – May 8, 1958) was a Vice Consul in charge of visas in the British embassy in Berlin from 1929 to 1939.  He also worked as an MI6 intelligence agent.  Jewish officials estimate that he issued ten thousand visas to Jewish refugees between 1933 and 1939.  Ironically, these actions were a time when the British government was anxious to limit immigration, particularly to Palestine.  Despite British policy of giving few visas to Jews, it was known that Foley did everything he could to help.  

In his official report to the Foreign Office in London for June 1938, Foley wrote: 

‘In Berlin as well as in other parts of Germany there were systematic house to house searches for, and arrests of Jews; cafés were raided and even cinema halls were emptied of Jews so that they could be arrested and taken to concentration camps. In Berlin the methods of persecution were particularly severe… it is no exaggeration to say that Jews have been hunted like rats in their homes, and for fear of arrest many of them sleep at a different address overnight.’

[bookmark: _Hlk212811012][image: ]

Frank Foley-issued visa from Berlin to the US

Foley was helped in his work by the Counsellor at the British Embassy in Berlin, Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes, who also expedited the emigration of German Jews. Together with Wilfrid Israel and Hubert Pollack, Foley formed a special mechanism that specialized in rescuing Jews who were already taken into the first Nazi concentration camps. Pollack had contacts in the Gestapo; Wilfrid had money and direct links with sponsors abroad; and Foley was the man in charge of issuing visas. People came to Israel pleading for his help in releasing their relations from the camps; he gave the necessary funds to Pollack; Pollack obtained the documents; and Foley granted visas to those who Israel and Pollack told him were in need. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212810982]Frank Foley was designated by the State of Israel as Righteous Among the Nations in 1999.   He was officially recognised as a British Hero of the Holocaust in 2010.  He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  

[bookmark: _Hlk214287037]Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/8378:

“Captain Francis (Frank) Foley, born in 1884, and a veteran of World War I, was recruited to the British Secret Intelligence Service after that war and became one of Britain’s most successful spies. He was stationed in Berlin from 1922 to 1939 and he used his position as Passport Control Officer at the British embassy to save thousands of Jews from Nazi death camps. From 1935, an ever growing number of Jews appealed to his office in order to obtain immigration visas to Palestine, to the United Kingdom and to all other parts of the then British Empire. They came either directly or through the Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency or through the Hilfsverein der Deutschen Juden (Aid Society of German Jewry). Immigration rules were strict in those days of economic depression, but it became more and more obvious that there was a growing need of Jews to leave Germany. Defying the Foreign Office, he bent the rules to issue 10,000 visas for British Mandatory Palestine. He did not enjoy diplomatic immunity in Berlin and was running a serious risk. Had he been exposed by the Nazis, he would have suffered a much worse fate than being persona non grata. Miriam Posner, who was 16 when she traveled from East Prussia to beg for a visa to Palestine, even though she did not meet Britain’s stiff conditions for entry, said: “Foley saved my life. We heard that there was this man Foley who was kind to the Jews. My mother begged him. He just paced up and down a little and then asked for my passport and put the visa stamp on it. He did not ask any questions.” She added, “He was small and quiet. You would never suspect he was a spy.” Ze’ev Padan’s father was interned in Sachsenhausen concentration camp when Foley went to rescue him. Ze’ev too was saved by Foley’s defiance of authority. Foley was described in Adolf Eichmann’s 1961 trial by one of the witnesses, Benno Cohen as follows: “There was one man who stood out above all others. Captain Foley, a man who in my opinion was one of the greatest among the nations of the world. He rescued thousands of Jews from the jaws of death.” By the time of the infamous Kristallnacht pogrom in November 1938, Foley and his wife had taken to sheltering Jews overnight in their apartment. Among the “guests” was Leo Baeck, chairman of the Association of German Rabbis. When the war started and Foley left Germany, he left behind a thick wad of already approved visas with instructions that they should be distributed to those fleeing the Nazi terror. Reverend John Kelley, Foley’s nephew, an Anglican priest said about his uncle: “I believe that God put Frank Foley in Berlin to do His Work. Foley did what he did as a witness to the Christian churches to show what they should have done at that time, but did not do.” Captain Foley died in 1958. A Daily Telegraph journalist, Michael Smith, brought Foley’s story to light in his book Foley, the Spy who saved 10,000 Jews (1999). On February 25, 1999, Yad Vashem recognized Francis Foley as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Gutman, 2007, pp. 169-170.  Smith, Michael. Foley: The Spy Who Saved 10,000 Jews. (London: Hodder & Stroughten, 1999). George Weidenfeld, Remembering My Good Friends: An Autobiography. London: HarperCollins, 1995, page 76.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214463564][bookmark: _Hlk207894205]Jenő (Eugene) Frankel, Leader Mizrahi, Relief and Rescue Committee of Budapest, Jewish Council (Zsido Tanacs), Management at Swiss Glass House

Jenő Frankel was a member of the Relief and Rescue Committee of Budapest and a member of the Mizrachi Party.  Member of the Jewish Council (Zsido Tanacs). Management at Swiss Glass House. He was active in the rescue of Jews, particularly during the Arrow Cross reign of terror.

Braham 1981 1322:

“After the Swiss-sponsored Glass House was established late in July, the Hehalutz gradually shifted their headquarters there. The Hehalutz leaders became staff members of the Glass House with considerable privileges, including virtual immunity. They exploited this haven to continue their " illegal" rescue operations-the organization of Tiyul groups as well as the production of forged documents, especially Swiss protective passes. This led to a conflict with the official Zionist leaders of the Glass House, above all Krausz and Arthur Weisz, the owner and chief administrator of the building.” 259

259. Formally, the building was administered by a Directorate that included Mihaly Salamon, Albert Geyer, Jeno Frenkel, and Simcha Hunwald. In addition a number of officials, some of them associated with the Central Jewish Council, were actively involved in the processing of the emigration lists. Among these were Erzsebet Eppler and Rabbi Fabian Herskovits. For the accounts of Eppler, Herskovits, and Salamon, see YIVO, Files 768/3647, 768 /3581, and 768/ 3648. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), Cohen, Asher, translated by Carl Alpert. The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (New York: Social Science Monographs, Boulder, and Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York, 1986) p. 41, 121, 123, Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 54, 104, Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 3, 90.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214528836][bookmark: _Hlk214631916]Jean Edouard Friedrich*, International Committee of the Red Cross in Berlin, Germany 

Jean-Edouard Friedrich (1912-1999) was a member of the International Committee of the Red Cross delegation in Berlin. The authority of this delegation, which was established in 1940, extended over all the territories of the Third Reich, including the General Government, as well as the occupied territories, notably the Netherlands, Belgium and France.  Friedrich helped a number of Jews enter Switzerland. He obtained papers for a young couple and accompanied them as far as the Swiss border, a story recounted by Lotte Strauss (1997). In Stuttgart, where he was posted, Friedrich escorted a young woman who was to be smuggled into Switzerland. They were spotted by the German police, whereupon Jean-Edouard Friedrich drew their attention and was caught, which allowed the refugees to escape and reach safety.  Friedrich was awarded Righteous Among the Nations status in 1999.

[bookmark: _Hlk212811134]Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/8206:

“During World War II, Jean Edouard Friedrich (b. 1912) an officer in the Swiss army, served as a delegate of the International Red Cross in Berlin and helped Herbert and Lotte Strauss flee Germany to Switzerland in 1943. From 1940-1942, Herbert Strauss served as an assistant rabbi for the Berlin Juedische Gemeinde. From January to October 1942, he was forced to work as a street cleaner and his wife at an electronics shop. During the night of October 23-24, 1942, they were forced to flee their furnished rooms in Berlin-Charlottenburg, since Lotte’s parents, Louis and Johanna Schloss, were arrested and deported to the “East.” While forced during the next six-seven months to wander, finding refuge among friends, it became clear to them that their only hope was to try and escape to Switzerland, to Lotte’s uncle and aunt, Ludwig and Ilse Schoeneberg, in Lausanne. Friedrich was recommended to the Strausses by friends in Berlin and acted as an intermediary to secure the funds and false documents needed for their survival. His office became a meeting-point for people involved in the rescue of the Strausses. He organized their trip to the border, warning them about German police control on the trains and the problems they would face in Switzerland after they crossed the border. Friedrich arranged their crossing with a local guide in Singen, a German district town close to the border. Although the Strausses could not avoid capture by Swiss guards, the advice Friedrich gave them – to plead extreme danger to life – helped them receive “refugee status. Friedrich went out of his way to help the Strauss family, which was a great risk. The memoirs of both Lotte Strauss, Ueber den Gruenen Huegel (1997) and Herbert Strauss, Ueber dem Abgrund, Eine Juedische Jugend in Deutschland 1918-1943 (1997), include detailed descriptions of the role of Jean Edouard Friedrich in their rescue.  On July 19, 1999, Yad Vashem recognized Jean Edouard Friedrich as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk97250189][bookmark: _Hlk67124838][bookmark: _Hlk214631977]Dr. Carlos Almeida Afonseca de Sampayo Garrido*, Ambassador Plenipotentiary for Portugal in Budapest, July – December 1944

[bookmark: _Hlk98167080]See also Ambassador Branquinho 

[bookmark: _Hlk212811288]Dr. Carlos Almeida Afonseca de Sampayo Garrido (5 April 1883 – April 1960) served as Minister Plenipotentiary and acting Ambassador of Portugal in Budapest from 1939-1944. He helped large numbers of Hungarian Jews who came to the Portuguese diplomatic mission in 1944 seeking Portuguese protection. Garrido obtained permission from the Portuguese government to issue safe conduct passes to all persons who had relatives in Portugal, Brazil, or the Portuguese colonies or had a connection to Portugal. Garrido and Branquinho also established an office of the Portuguese Red Cross at the Portuguese legation to care for Jewish refugees. Along with Branquinho, his successor, he rented houses and apartments to shelter and protect refugees from deportation and murder.  He was instrumental in establishing the policy for the protection of Portuguese Jews in Hungary.  In May 1944, he was reposted to Switzerland and on several occasions intervened on behalf of Jews from his post in Switzerland. On February 2, 2010 Yad Vashem recognized Carlos Sampaio Garrido as Righteous Among the Nations. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.  

[bookmark: _Hlk214287344]Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/11758:

“Carlos Sampaio Garrido On 4 April 1944, Carlos Sampaio Garrido, the ambassador of Portugal in Hungary, sent a cable to his government in which he described the plight of the Jews in Hungary and the anti-Jewish decrees that were aimed to "humiliate, rob and persecute them". Because of Allied bombing, some of the embassies chose to move from Budapest to the outskirts of the city, among them the Portuguese. The ambassador rented a house in Galgagyörk some 60 Km. from Budapest, and moved the embassy offices and his home to the new location. In his new residence he hosted a dozen Hungarian citizens, most of them Jews, so as to protect them from the danger in the city. Among these people were his Jewish secretary, Magda Gabor, and many members of her family. Sampaio Garrido did not inform his government of this fact. On 23 April 1944 and following the German occupation of Hungary, the Portuguese ruler Salazar decided to order his ambassador to return to Lisbon and leave the Chargé D’Affairs in his place. Five days later, on 28 April 1944, at 5 a.m., the Hungarian political police burst into the ambassador’s residence. The ambassador tried to physically stop them from entering his residence, insisting that his home was ex territorial and that they were violating his diplomatic immunity. In her testimony Annette (Tillemann) Lantos described the moments when the police broke into the ambassador's residence. "When the ambassador saw them taking Magda, he put his foot in the door and didn't let them leave." Despite the ambassador's persistence, the policemen went on and arrested his “guests” and brought them to Budapest. Sampaio Garrido continued to argue for his protégés' release, until they were let go. Not deterred by this incidence and although he was due to leave Hungary within days, Sampaio Garrido submitted a complaint to the Hungarian government, demanded an investigation and apology. Several days later the Hungarians declared Sampaio Garrido persona non grata. It was only at this time that the ambassador informed Salazar of the identity of the people he had hosted in his home. On 2 February 2010 Yad Vashem recognized Carlos Sampaio Garridoas Righteous Among the Nations.

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 795, 847, 887, 889, 1093-1095. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Spared Lives: The Actions of Three Portuguese Diplomats in World War II. (Portugal: Diplomatic Institute, 2000). Milgram, Avraham. “Portugal, the Consuls, and the Jewish Refugees, 1938-1941.” Yad Vashem Studies, 27 (1999), pp. 123-155.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125893760][bookmark: _Hlk67134817][bookmark: _Hlk67123627][bookmark: _Hlk174608948][image: A person in a suit and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk172468873]François de Vial*, Diplomat at the French Embassy in Rome, 1943

[bookmark: _Hlk127033155][bookmark: _Hlk98165748]François de Vial* (October 4, 1904 – May 16, 1984) was a diplomat at the French embassy in Rome in 1943.  De Vial helped Father Benedetto and the Jewish relief agency Delegazione Assistenze Emigranti Ebrei (Jewish Emigrant Association; DELASEM) in their rescue of Jews.  He did this without permission from Vichy. In Rome, he was part of the Interallied Resistance Movement, created in 1942, bringing together English, Swiss, French, members of the Vatican and French and Italians, and whose goal was to save from the Gestapo and the fascist police escaped prisoners. Monsignor Hugh O'Flaherty and François de Vial both helped conceal some 4,000 escapees, both Allied soldiers and Jews, from the Nazis; 3,925 survived the war. On July 27, 2020, François de Vial was honored by Yad Vashem for his role in saving Jews. File M.31.2/13553/2

[Michaelis, Meir "Fascist Policy Toward Italian Jews: Tolerance and Persecution," ed. Ivo Hertzer, The Italian Refuge: Rescue of Jews During the Holocaust Chicago: The Catholic University Press, 1989.  O'Reilly, Charles T (2001). Forgotten Battles: Italy's War of Liberation, 1943–1945. Lexington Books. p. 244 Waagenaar, Sam. The Pope’s Jews. (La Salle, IL: Open Court Publishers, 1974), p. 400. Yad Vashem file.]




[bookmark: _Hlk214287464][image: Jose Gambetta, Bucharest 1941]
Jose Gambetta, Bucharest 1941
[bookmark: _Hlk214260009]Jose Gambeta*, Consul from Peru, Bucuresti, Ilfov, Walachia, Romania
Recognized by Yad Vashem March 20, 2020, file M.31.2/12771/1

[bookmark: _Hlk125896345][bookmark: _Hlk97250383][bookmark: _Hlk192688136]

Eduardo Gasset, Spanish Consul General in Athens, Greece, Bulgaria 1942-43

[bookmark: _Hlk98167799]The Spanish Consul General in Athens, Eduardo Gasset, helped to protect Spanish Jews from deportation in 1942-43.  He also protested the antisemitic laws being enforced by the Nazis.  In addition, he petitioned Madrid for permission to extend help to Spanish Jews in Athens and Salonika. 

[Avni, Haim. “Spanish Nationals in Greece and their Fate during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 8 (1970), pp. 38-41.]
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Raymond Hermann Geist 

[bookmark: _Hlk97250430][bookmark: _Hlk213440392]Dr. Raymond Herman Geist, American Consul General and First Secretary, US Embassy in Berlin, 1929-39

[bookmark: _Hlk158640218][bookmark: _Hlk98167831]Between 1929 and 1939, Dr. Raymond Herman Geist was the American Consul General in Berlin.  Geist sent a number of reports to the State Department about the increasing persecution of Jews between 1933 and 1939.  In December 1938, Geist warned Assistant Secretary of State Messersmith that the Jews of Germany were being condemned to death, and urged measures to rescue them.  In May 1939, Geist sent another warning to Washington stating that if resettlement opportunities did not open up soon, the Jews of Germany would be doomed.  In a letter to his former supervisor in Washington, Geist wrote:  “The Jews in Germany are being condemned to death and their sentence will be slowly carried out; but probably too fast for the world to save them…After we have saved these refugees, and the Catholics and Protestants have not become new victims of the wrath here, we could break off relations and prepare to join in a war against them [the Germans].  We shall have to do so sooner or later; as France and England will be steadily pushed to the wall and eventually to save ourselves we shall have to save them.  The European situation was lost to the democracies at Munich and the final situation is slowly being prepared.  The age lying before us will witness great struggles and the outcome when it comes will determine the fate of civilization for a century or more.”  During the period of 1938-39, he helped many Jews and anti-Nazis to emigrate from Germany.  He personally intervened on behalf of these refugees with the Nazi high officials.  He did this well beyond his official duties as Consul General.  Further, he helped Jews and others who were under imminent threat of deportation to the concentration camps leave Germany.  Geist opposed the transfer of German quotas to US consulates outside of Nazi Germany.  He did this because he felt German Jews were in much more danger than Jews in other parts of Europe at the time.  Geist also issued letters to German refugees indicating that they appeared to be eligible for visas, and that their quota number would come up soon.  Often, these letters were sufficient to have people released from Nazi concentration camps.  The letters were also used to help refugees gain entry to neighboring countries.  Geist was encouraged not to follow this practice. 

He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews. In 2025 he was honored with a constructive dissent award by the American Foreign Service Association (AFSA).
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[Breitman, Richard, The Berlin Mission: The American Who Resisted Nazi Germany from Within. (New York: Public Affairs, 2019).  Breitman, Richard and Alan M. Kraut, American Refugee Policy and European Jews. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987), p. 40, 43, 45-46, 54-55, 64-69, 258 n. 58, 265 n. 72.  Laqueur, Walter (Ed.) and Judith Tydor Baumel (Assoc. Ed.).  The Holocaust Encyclopedia. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 10. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), p. 724. Shafir, Shlomo. “American Diplomats in Berlin (1933-1939) and their Attitude to the Nazi Persecution of the Jews.” Yad Vashem Studies, 9 (1973), pp. 98, 102-103.  Rublee, George. “The Reminiscences of George Rublee.” Columbia University Oral History Collection.  Feingold, Henry L. “Who Shall Bear the Guilt for the Holocaust: The Human Dilemma.” American Jewish History, 7, 22-24.  Geist to Secretary of State, 5 March 1934, 150.626J/74, RG 59, NA-WNRC, as cited in Feingold, Henry L. “Who Shall Bear the Guilt for the Holocaust: The Human Dilemma.” American Jewish History, 7, 22-24. Geist to Secretary of State, 10 September 1934, 150.062 PD/705, RG 59, NA-WNRC, as cited in Feingold, Henry L. “Who Shall Bear the Guilt for the Holocaust: The Human Dilemma.” American Jewish History, 7, 22-24.  Data cited by Raymond Geist, then quota control officer in Berlin and quoted in “Troubleshooter in Berlin,” New York Times, 23 July 1939, as cited in Feingold, Henry L. “Who Shall Bear the Guilt for the Holocaust: The Human Dilemma.” American Jewish History, 7, 22-24.]


[bookmark: _Hlk125941829][bookmark: _Hlk97250543][bookmark: _Hlk170550547]

[bookmark: _Hlk214288310]German Consul, Volos, Larissa, Thessaly, Greece
Warned local Jews of impending deportation. Warned Bishop Ioakim Alexopoulos, (Metropolitan of Dimitriada, Orthodox Church of Greece) who intern informed Rabbi Moshe (Moissis) Pessah, the chief rabbi of the Jewish community of Volos, Greece.
[bookmark: _Hlk214288177][image: Bishop Ioakim Alexopoulos]
Bishop Ioakim Alexopoulos
Yad Vashem citation, M.31.2/7795:
Bishop Ioakim Alexopoulos, (Metropolitan of Dimitriada, Orthodox Church of Greece) Rabbi Moshe (Moissis) Pessah, the chief rabbi of the Jewish community of Volos, was summoned to German headquarters on September 30, 1943 (first day of Rosh Hashana) and ordered to submit a list of the names of all members of the Jewish community of Volos within 24 hours. Rabbi Pessah immediately contacted the Metropolitan of Dimitriada, Ioakim Alexopoulos, (b.1873) to discover what were the real intentions of the Germans. As he was also on good terms with the German consul, Alexopoulos immediately sent a trustworthy clergyman to the consul’s house. The consul suggested that the Jews should leave town as soon as possible, and Alexopoulos advised the chief rabbi to urge the Jews to leave town at once and find refuge in the villages in the mountains. He gave Pessah a letter of introduction addressed to the clergymen in the villages surrounding Volos, instructing them to help and protect the Jews “in every way.” With the help of members of the resistance movement, Rabbi Pessah escaped that same night, thus setting an example for the whole community to go into hiding. Alexopoulos’s actions contributed to the high percentage of Volos Jews who were saved. Before they left, the Jews brought valuable objects to the Metropolitan for safekeeping. The only Jews left in the town were those who had not listened to his advice; they were arrested and sent to extermination camps. After the liberation, all the valuables that had been guarded by Alexopoulos were returned. Among them were the ritual objects from the synagogue, that the Metropolitan hid in the crypt of the church. He also announced in the newspapers that all those in possession of Jewish clothing, furniture, or other objects were kindly requested to return them. The Metropolitan died in 1959. On October 13, 1997, Yad Vashem recognized Metropolitan Ioakim Alexopoulos as Righteous Among the Nations.


[bookmark: _Hlk214463424]Dr. Albert Geyer, Zionist activist, Swiss Glass House, Budapest

Involved with Zionist groups. Administrator in the Swiss Glasshouse, Budapest 

Braham 1981 1322:

“After the Swiss-sponsored Glass House was established late in July, the Hehalutz gradually shifted their headquarters there. The Hehalutz leaders became staff members of the Glass House with considerable privileges, including virtual immunity. They exploited this haven to continue their " illegal" rescue operations-the organization of Tiyul groups as well as the production of forged documents, especially Swiss protective passes. This led to a conflict with the official Zionist leaders of the Glass House, above all Krausz and Arthur Weisz, the owner and chief administrator of the building.” 259

259. Formally, the building was administered by a Directorate that included Mihaly Salamon, [Dr.] Albert Geyer, Jeno Frenkel, and Simcha Hunwald. In addition a number of officials, some of them associated with the Central Jewish Council, were actively involved in the processing of the emigration lists. Among these were Erzsebet Eppler and Rabbi Fabian Herskovits. For the accounts of Eppler, Herskovits, and Salamon, see YIVO, Files 768/3647, 768 /3581, and 768/ 3648. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), [Cohen, Asher, The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (New York: Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York, 1986), p. 273n6. Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 54, 104, Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 3, 90.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125941743][bookmark: _Hlk97250499][bookmark: _Hlk192516269]
[bookmark: _Hlk214463384][bookmark: _Hlk208121710][bookmark: _Hlk207895484]Dr. Gyorgy Gergely, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Director, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-1945, Jewish Council (CJC), Member MIPI, Anti Zionist

[bookmark: _Hlk214288600]See Angel Sanz-Briz*, Friedrich Born*, Hans Weyermann, Zoltan Farkas

[bookmark: _Hlk98167924]Dr. Gyorgy Gergely was active in saving Jews from Nazi and Arrow Cross persecutions in Budapest, 1944-45.  He was one of the main assistants to Friedrich Born and Hans Weyermann.  Gergely helped maintain the Red Cross protected houses, supplied food and medical aid to Jewish refugees, distributed protective papers, and maintained a vigilance in guarding the Red Cross buildings.

Braham 1981 p. 1444:

“A delegate of the Council immediately got in touch with Angel Sanz-Briz, the Spanish charge d’affaires, 153 who suggested that the Council ask Madrid to instruct its Budapest Legation to issue the visas for the 500 children and also for 50 to 70 adults, who would accompany them. He also suggested that the Council try to arrange the emigration through the IRC.154 Negotiations were begun by Born and Gyorgy Gergely, representing the Council, on July 29. They agreed, among other things, to immediately begin the registration of the children and place them in camps that would be protected by the IRC until their departure. 155 The matter was also the subject of discussions between Krausz and Zoltan Farkas, the Spanish Legation’s legal counselor. While the talks were proceeding, the Spaniards followed the example of the Swiss and the Swedes, and issued a limited number of protective passes. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195622128][Kramer, T. D. From Emancipation to Catastrophe: The Rise and Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry. (New York: University Press of America), pp. 244-286. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981) pp. 528,544,550,563,568,570,714.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk172531532]Pellegrino Ghigi, Italian Minister Plenipotentiary in Athens, Greece, 1943

[bookmark: _Hlk98167961]Pellegrino Ghigi (November 29, 1899 – 1995) was ambassador of Italy to Egypt (1935 – June 1936), Romania (1938–1941) and Spain (July 25, 1958 – May 5, 1961). He was also Italian plenipotentiary in occupied Greece (May 6, 1941–September 1943). 

Pellegrino Ghigi protected Jews in the Italian zone and rescued as many as possible from the German occupied areas such as Salonica.  While Ghigi was Minister Plenipotentiary in Athens, no actions were taken against Jews in the Italian occupied zone by Italian authorities.  In protecting Jews, he worked closely with General Carlo Geloso, Commander of the 11th Italian Army.  He gave Guelfo Zamboni, the Italian Consul General in Salonica, and his successor Giuseppe Castrucci, his full support in issuing certificates of Italian citizenship.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Michaelis, 1978, pp. 312-313. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, p. 159. Steinberg, 1990, p. 97. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293-323.  Film: Righteous Enemy, 1982.]


[bookmark: _Hlk125942147][bookmark: _Hlk214463337][bookmark: _Hlk97250673][bookmark: _Hlk192518114][bookmark: _Hlk192518233]Max Grässli, Consul General for Switzerland in Bratislava, 1942-1944

See also Georges Dunand

[bookmark: _Hlk98168153]Max Grässli was the Swiss Consul General in Bratislava in 1942-1944.  In 1942, Grässli helped Jewish refugees and managed to save numerous lives “invoking Swiss economic interests, in the widest sense of the term” (Favez, 1999, pp. 196-197).  In October 1944, the Swiss Federal Council gave Grässli the job of informing the Slovak government that there would be negative repercussions for their mistreatment of Jews.  Grässli demanded that deportations should be suspended and that Red Cross representatives should be allowed to visit the camps.  He worked closely with ICRC representative Georges Dunand.  They were both engaged in underground activities and hiding Jews in their residences.  Grässli left Bratislava in December 1944.

[Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 196-197.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk125942246][bookmark: _Hlk97250766][bookmark: _Hlk170550589]Rafaella Guariglia, Italian Ambassador to Paris and the Vatican, 1942-1944, Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1944-45

Rafaella Guariglia (February 19, 1889 – April 25, 1970) was an Italian diplomat. He is best known for his brief service as Minister of Foreign Affairs in the short-lived 1943 World War II-era Italian government headed by Pietro Badoglio.
[bookmark: _Hlk98169157]
Guariglia was the Italian Ambassador to Paris in 1942.  His protection of Jews was so open and blatant that the German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop complained personally to Mussolini.  In November 1942, Guariglia, then the Italian Ambassador to the Vatican, was asked by the Vatican Secretary of State to intervene with the Italian Foreign Minister to prevent the extradition of Jews. 

On July 30, 1943. Guariglia was promoted to provisional Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs.  When the German Wehrmacht occupied Italy after the Armistice of Cassibile, most of the ministers of the Badoglio government fled to Brindisi, which was occupied by US troops, while Guariglia and some others remained in Rome and tried to implement the Allies' demand for effective administration and control of the country through the ministries.

[Leboucher, Fernande. Translated by J. F. Bernard. Incredible Mission. (Garden city, NY: Doubleday, 1969), pp. 105-106. Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 490-491, 499.]

[bookmark: _Hlk125942727][bookmark: _Hlk97250995][bookmark: _Hlk170550661]
[bookmark: _Hlk214463296]Gyula Gulden, Portuguese Honorary Consul General, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

See also Dr. Ferenc Bartha

[bookmark: _Hlk195622480][bookmark: _Hlk98169499]Acting/Honorary Consul General Gyula Gulden, a Hungarian civilian, was the managing director of the Herend Porcelain Factory in Budapest.  He handled, processed and distributed safe-conduct papers signed by the Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest. He organized rescue operations with Dr. Ferenc Bartha.  In addition, he worked to protect the four Portuguese protected houses in Budapest. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195622371][Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1094. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Spared Lives: The Actions of Three Portuguese Diplomats in World War II. (Portugal: Diplomatic Institute, 2000). Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 406-410.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214463263]Werner Otto von Hentig, Head of Pol. VII in the German Foreign Ministry, 1937-

Werner Otto von Hentig (22 May 1886, Berlin, Germany – 8 August 1984, Lindesnes, Norway) was a German Army Officer, explorer and diplomat from Berlin.

[bookmark: _Hlk98169779]Werner Otto von Hentig was the Head of Pol. VII, Oriental Office (Palestine Desk) in the German Foreign Ministry in 1937.  Von Hentig was a critic of the Nazis with long experience in the German Foreign Ministry.  He had previously served with the Palestine Office in the German embassy in Constantinople.  Von Hentig was highly sympathetic toward Jews.  Von Hentig supported the Zionist movement and even met with Chaim Weizmann.  He was against brutalization and stripping Jews of their property and wealth.  He supported the emigration of Jews from Germany and supported immigration to Palestine.  He was very much in support of the Havara transfer agreement, which allowed Jews to transfer their property and assets to Palestine.  Von Hentig worked with Ernst Marcus, of the Paltreu Company, part of the Havara Company.  Working with Hentig, Marcus prepared a memorandum that was called “Report to Hitler by the Foreign Office.”  It outlined the advantages to Germany of the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine.  Remarkably, Hitler had made a decision in favor of this and the Ha’avara agreement.  Von Hentig, at personal risk, protested harsh measures enacted against Jews.  He interceded with German Undersecretary of State Ernst von Weizsäcker on behalf of Jews who were being persecuted.  Von Hentig was even able to have prominent Jewish members of the Reichsvertretung released from German concentration camps.

“Although Hentig was overly optimistic about the removal of all obstacles, especially the British opposition to unlimited Jewish immigration into Palestine, the actions he initiated enabled Auerbach to negotiate with Eichmann for (at first) a thousand Jewish boys and girls to be trained in preparation for emigration to Palestine. Although Eichmann had wanted the training and emigration to be handled by the Gestapo, Auerbach found confederates who used the opportunity to obtain 20,000 transit visas that could theoretically enable Jewish migration to Yugoslavia. Although the actual numbers saved from later being sent to concentration camps were fewer than 20,000, various efforts enabled many small groups in bunches of hundreds to find passage on several different vessels departing Yugoslav and Grecian ports. Although there were a variety of putative destinations, [b] after a series of adventures and mishaps, many of these Jewish refugees eventually arrived safely in Palestine. These arrangements were continued until the British took strong action to stop such rescue operations.”

“Between September 1941 and October 1942, Hentig served as the Foreign Office's liaison officer to the 11th Army High Command in Ukraine, where he repeatedly protested against the massacres committed by Einsatzgruppe D. As with other critical German officers, such protest could be voiced only by citing negative effects on the war economy, Germany's reputation, relations with the local population, and troop morale. However, Hentig did denounce the killings as “murder” (Judenermordung) and “butchery” (Schlächterei).”

[Nicosia, Frances R. The Third Reich & the Palestine Question. (New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 2000), pp. 51, 126, 132, 140-142. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 82, 132. Marcus, Ernst. “The German Foreign Office and the Palestine Question in the Period 1933-1939.” Yad Vashem Studies, 2 (1958), pp. 187-202. Werner Otto von Hentig, Anschreiben des Verbindungsoffiziers des Auswärtigen Amtes zu seinem ersten Bericht von der Krim (8 April 1942), cited as ersten Bericht von der Krim April 8, 1942. 1942), cited as document 07-156 at Die Quellen sprechen, Bayerischer Rundfunk, 2013-23.]

[bookmark: _Hlk193606245][image: ]


[bookmark: _Hlk214260125][bookmark: _Hlk97370257]Ira Hirschmann, Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People in Europe, 1943, and War Refugee Board (WRB) representative in Turkey, 1944-45

Ira Hirschmann was an early American activist in helping to save Jewish refugees in Europe.  

Ira Hirschmann attended the Evian conference in France in July 1938.  Witnessing the hypocrisy of the Western powers and their reluctance to save Jews, he volunteered to go on missions to save Jews as a private citizen.  Later, in July 1938, he went to Vienna, Austria, and vouched for hundreds of Austrian refugees, which allowed them to leave the country.

He volunteered and was appointed with the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People in Europe, which was also known as the Bergson Group.  

Hirschmann was later appointed head of the Middle East Delegation of the War Refugee Board (WRB) stationed in Istanbul, Turkey.  Hirschmann worked throughout the period 1944-45 for the rescue of Jews in Nazi occupied territories of Central and Eastern Europe.  He helped Jews throughout the Balkans and in Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary.  He worked with Vatican Cardinal Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli and US Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt and Yishuv representative Chaim Barlas in Turkey to help save Jewish refugees.  Hirschmann was responsible for a success in March 1944 when he persuaded Alexander Cretzianu, the Romanian ambassador to Turkey, to insist that the Romanian government transfer 48,000 Jews in Transnistria to a safe zone in Romania.  In 1946, Hirschmann was appointed to the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) to inspect Jewish displaced persons (DP) camps.

[Hirschmann, Ira A. Life Line to a Promised Land. (New York: Vanguard Press, 1946).  Hirschmann, Ira. Caution to the Winds. (New York: David McKay Co., 1962). Hirschmann, Ira A.  The Embers Still Burn. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1949).  Shaw, Stanford J. Turkey and the Holocaust: Turkey’s Role in Rescuing Turkish and European Jewry from Nazi Persecution, 1933-1945. (New York: New York University Press, 1993).  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 669-672. Laqueur, Walter (Ed.) and Judith Tydor Baumel (Assoc. Ed.).  The Holocaust Encyclopedia. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001). Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 314-321, 329, 332, 356-358, 365-366, 382-383. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 163-174, 188, 200. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 560, 587-589, 630, 634-635, 658-659.  Feingold, Henry. The Politics of Rescue: The Roosevelt Administration and the Holocaust, 1938-1944. (New Brunswick, NJ: (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1970), pp. 33, 221, 246, 254, 262, 272, 281-292. Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 395, 404-406.  Friling, Tuvia, translated by Ora Cummings. Arrows in the Dark: David Ben-Gurion, the Yishuv Leadership, and Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust (Vols. 1 and 2). (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2005.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97251093][bookmark: _Hlk67125257][image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk172532104][bookmark: _Hlk213440456][bookmark: _Hlk214632082]Dr. Feng Shan Ho,* Consul General of Republic of China in Vienna, 1938-40
[bookmark: _Hlk98169829]Dr. Feng Shan Ho was among the early diplomats to save Jews during the Holocaust. Ho issued numerous visas to Jews seeking to escape Austria after the Anschluss of 1938. These visas enabled thousands of Jewish refugees to reach safe haven in North and South America, Cuba, the Philippines, Palestine and Shanghai. Many Jews were released from Nazi concentration camps on the strength of Chinese visas. Ho issued the life-saving visas on his own authority, despite orders to desist and a reprimand from his superiors. Many of these visas were to rescue and relief organizations all over Europe.  In particular, Ho issued visas to Recha Sternbuch, who was operating out of Switzerland.  Ho issued hundreds of visas to Sternbuch.  Ho also issued visas to the Af-Al-Pi (“Despite Everything”) Perl transport.  The Director of the Kulturgemeinde (Jewish Community Center) in Vienna, Dr. Joseph Löwenherz, encouraged Jews to immigrate to Palestine.  Ho provided many visas to representatives of the Kulturgemeinde.  After the war, he continued a 40-year diplomatic career in the Mideast and Latin America. Ambassador Ho died in San Francisco in September 1997 at age 96.  Dr. Ho was awarded the status of Righteous Among the Nations by the state of Israel in October 2000.  He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews. Dr. Ho has been honored internationally for his rescue efforts.

[bookmark: _Hlk214345688]Yad Vashem citation  M.31.2./8688:

[bookmark: _Hlk214345661]Feng Shan Ho (1901-1997). “After Austria’s annexation to Nazi Germany in March 1938, the 185,000 Jews there were subjected to a severe reign of terror, which resulted in intense pressure to leave the country. In order to do so, the Nazis required that Jews have entry visas or boat tickets to another country. However, the majority of the world’s nations refused to budge from their restrictive immigration policies, a stance reaffirmed at the Evian Conference, in summer 1938. Unlike his fellow-diplomats, Ho issued visas to Shanghai to all requesting them, even to those wishing to travel elsewhere but needing a visa to leave Nazi Germany. Many of those helped by Ho did indeed reach Shanghai, either by boat from Italy or overland via the Soviet Union. Many others made use of their visas to reach alternate destinations, including Palestine, the Philippines, and elsewhere, such as the parents of Secretary-General of the World Jewish Congress and Vice Chairman of the Yad Vashem Council, Dr. Israel Singer, who traveled to Cuba. Eric Goldstaub, who eventually immigrated to Canada, related how, in July 1938, he received Chinese visas for his entire family after spending “days, weeks, and months visiting one foreign consulate or embassy after the other trying to obtain visas for [himself, his] parents and [their] near relatives, numbering some 20 people.” Lilith-Sylvia Doron, now living in Israel, met Ho accidentally as both watched Hitler entering Vienna, on 11 March 1938—a time when physical assaults were being waged by the Nazis against the city’s Jews. “Ho, who knew my family, accompanied me home,” says Doron. “He claimed that, thanks to his diplomatic status, the [Nazis] would not dare harm us as long as he remained in our home. Ho continued to visit our home on a permanent basis to protect us from the Nazis.” When Doron’s brother, Karl, was arrested and taken to Dachau, he was released thanks to a visa issued by the Chinese consulate. Doron and her brother left Vienna in 1939 for Palestine. The rush for visas assumed panic proportions during and immediately after Kristallnacht, in November 1938, when thousands of Jews were thrown into concentration camps, only gaining release if their relatives produced visas or tickets for travel to other destinations. Gerda Gottfried Kraus, based in Canada, relates that after Kristallnacht, her husband waited in a long line for admittance into the Chinese consulate. Seeing a car approaching the consulate’s gates, he thrust his application form through its window. “Apparently, the consul-general received it, because [my husband] then got a call and received the visas.” Ho refused to abide by the instructions of his superior, the Chinese ambassador in Berlin, Chen Jie. Chen Jie, hoping to cement closer ties between China and Germany, had forbidden Ho to issue visas on such a large scale, estimated to run into the hundreds, perhaps even thousands. Although visas were not required for entrance to Shanghai, such a document was, as noted, a prerequisite for Jews wishing to leave Nazi Germany. It is believed that the “demerit” which was entered in Ho’s personal file, in 1939, at the Chinese Foreign Ministry was linked to his insubordinate behavior towards his immediate superior, the ambassador in Berlin, on the issue of the visas. In May 1940, Feng Shan Ho was reassigned from Vienna to Washington, D.C. and later headed the information section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in China’s wartime capital of Chongqing (Chungking). After the Communist victory in 1949, Ho followed the Nationalist government to Taiwan, and served in the diplomatic service of the Republic of China (ROC). In 1973, after four decades in the diplomatic service he retired to San Francisco and passed away on September 28, 1993 at the age of 96. It was only after his passing that evidence by survivors who benefited from Ho’s aid began to reach Yad Vashem. After carefully evaluating the case, the Commission for the Designation of the Righteous decided on August 7, 2000 to award Feng-Shan Ho the title of Righteous Among the Nations for his humanitarian courage in issuing Chinese visas to Jews in Vienna in spite of orders from his superior to the contrary.”

[Ho, Feng Shan. Forty Years of My Diplomatic Life [Chinese]. (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1991). Ho Feng-Shan, translated and edited by Monto Ho. My Forty Years as a Diplomat. (Pittsburgh: Dorrance Publishing, 2010), pp. 45-49. Friedenson, Joseph, and David Kranzler, forward by Julius Kuhl. Heroine of Rescue: The Incredible Story of Recha Sternbuch Who Saved Thousands from the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah Publications, 1984).  Perl, William R. The Four-Front War: From the Holocaust to the Promised Land. (New York: Crown Publishers, 1978), pp. 42-43. Heppner, Ernest G. Shanghai Refuge: A Memoir of the World War II Jewish Ghetto (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993.  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust (New York: Macmillan, 1990).  Paldiel, Mordecai. Diplomat Heroes of the Holocaust. (Jersey City, NJ: KTAV Publishing, 2007), pp. 27-35, 218.]

[bookmark: _Hlk214463204]
Simcha Hunwald, (1914-1945; alias: Hans Kühne), Ha Shomer Hatzair Zionist activist, Swiss Glass House, Budapest Hungary

See also Dr. Alexander (Sándor) Nathan-Nátán (1907-1971), Swiss Legation 

Simcha Hunwald helped smuggle Slovakian Jews to Hungary.  Helped organize and supervise rescue and relief services at the Glass House on Vadasz Street.  Hunwald was arrested by Arrow Cross while on a rescue mission.  He was tortured and killed in prison.
[bookmark: _Hlk208132150]
Dr. Alexander Nathan worked with Simcha Hunwald, where they headed a special section of the Swiss Legation at the “Glass House” on Vadasz Street that issued and distributed Swiss protective passes.  Often hundreds of these papers would be issued to desperate Jews in a single day.  Nathan was responsible for ordering and having the papers prepared and signed by Consul Lutz.  Any delays were a life-and-death matter.  Nathan expanded the operation by renting an additional building next to the Glass House to protect more than 1,000 additional Jews.

Braham 1981 1322:

“After the Swiss-sponsored Glass House was established late in July, the Hehalutz gradually shifted their headquarters there. The Hehalutz leaders became staff members of the Glass House with considerable privileges, including virtual immunity. They exploited this haven to continue their " illegal" rescue operations-the organization of Tiyul groups as well as the production of forged documents, especially Swiss protective passes. This led to a conflict with the official Zionist leaders of the Glass House, above all Krausz and Arthur Weisz, the owner and chief administrator of the building.” 259

259. Formally, the building was administered by a Directorate that included Mihaly Salamon, [Dr.] Albert Geyer, Jeno Frenkel, and Simcha Hunwald. In addition a number of officials, some of them associated with the Central Jewish Council, were actively involved in the processing of the emigration lists. Among these were Erzsebet Eppler and Rabbi Fabian Herskovits. For the accounts of Eppler, Herskovits, and Salamon, see YIVO, Files 768/3647, 768 /3581, and 768/ 3648. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 1002, 1025, Cohen, Asher, translated by Carl Alpert. The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York), 1986 pp. 23, 193, 239, Gur, David. Brothers for Resistance and Rescue. The Underground Zionist Youth Movement in Hungary During World War II. (Gefen Books, 2007) p. p. 133, Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 54, 104, Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 3, 90. Biss, Andre. A Million Jews to Save. (London: Hutchinson, 1973, p. 217.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk172532264][bookmark: _Hlk214632166]Constantin Karadja*, Consul General of Romania in Berlin, 1942-1944

Constantin Karadja, (November 24, 1889-January 1, 1950) Consul General of Romania in Berlin, issued hundreds of Romanian visas to German Jews in Berlin during the period from 1942 to 1944.

Yad Vashem file M.31.2/10472:

“Constantin Karadja* was born in 1889 to a Greek father and a Swedish mother in The Hague, during his father’s tenure as the Ottoman Empire’s ambassador to the Netherlands. As a young man, Constantin studied law in London and married his cousin, Marcelle, who was Romanian. The couple decided to settle in Romania, where Constantin joined the Foreign Office and embarked on his diplomatic career. From 1933 until the end of 1941 he served as Romanian consul-general in Berlin and was outraged by the Nazis’ racist policy against the Jews. He defended the Romanian Jews and expressed his repulsion at the Nazis’ actions in his correspondence with the Foreign Office in Bucharest. Immediately after the Kristallnacht pogrom of November 9-10, 1938, he began to take vigorous steps against the expropriation of the property of Romanian Jews in the Third Reich. He drew up lists of the victimized by the “Aryanization” policy, and of their property, which he sent to his superiors so that Bucharest could protest these actions and demand the return of the plundered assets. In messages to the Foreign Office, he declared that its duty was to protect the Jews in the name of international law and the universal principle of human rights. More specifically, he asserted, Romania had the obligation to issue up-to-date passports to the Romanian Jews in Germany so that they could leave. When Constantin Karadja was instructed to add the word, “Jew”, to the passports of Romanian Jews, he insisted that the directive be rescinded, stating, “From a humanitarian aspect, we will worsen even more the situation of these unfortunates by adding unnecessary obstacles to their flight…” Instead, he suggested using only the letter “X” in a manner that could be identified only by the Romanian authorities.

[image: A person's passport with a picture of her

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Passport signed by Constantin Karadja in Berlin

At the end of 1941, he was recalled to Bucharest and appointed director of the passport unit in the Foreign Office. There he continued to insist that his superiors protect Romania’s Jews, particularly those who found themselves in Nazi-occupied countries and were in danger of being deported to concentration camps. To the Ministry’s director-general and to Foreign Minister Mihai Antonescu he wrote that “they must insist that Germany show the same attitude toward Romanian Jews as it did to citizens from the Axis states of Bulgaria and Hungary”. In November 1941, he wrote to Romanian legations that they “must protect all Romanian citizens abroad, without distinction”. However, his persistence on behalf of the Romanian Jews was of no avail. In 1942, Romania sent a classified circular to its foreign legations declaring that it was no longer responsible for the protection of Romanian Jews, thereby effectively abandoning them to the Nazis. In 1943, Karadja urged the Foreign Minister to give protection to 600 Romanian Jews, who, like other Jewish subjects from neutral and Axis states, Germany was demanding be either returned to their native land or face deportation to “eastern provinces,” meaning annihilation. In February-March 1944, the Romanian Jews living in France made their way home to Rumania. Constantin Karadja displayed great courage by writing letters to his superiors and to the country’s leaders cautioning them not to support the murderous policy against the Jews, because after the war Romania would be held accountable for the crimes committed against them. Karadja died in 1950, after a lifetime defending human rights, in the course of which many Jews were spared certain death. 

On May 18, 2005, Yad Vashem recognized Constantin Karadja as Righteous Among the Nations. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.




[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk214260211]Jan Karski*, Polish Diplomat, courier eyewitness

Polish diplomat-courier Jan Karski (April 4, 1914-July 7, 2000) was a witness to the conditions in the Warsaw ghetto and the Izbica camp near the Belzec death camp.  Karski prepared written eyewitness accounts of the German atrocities in Nazi occupied Poland.  Later, he was smuggled out of Poland and into the United States, where he reported to US Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter.  Frankfurter arranged for Karski to report to President Roosevelt.  Frankfurter was skeptical of the report:  “I did not say that he was lying, I said that I could not believe him.  There is a difference.”  Karski gave hundreds of talks to organizations all over the United States and Great Britain to bring pressure to intervene to save Jews from the Holocaust.  Karski was declared a Righteous Among the Nations in 1975 and made an honorary citizen of the state of Israel. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212812140]“Jan Kozielewski (he later took on his non de guerre Karski) was born in Lodz. In 1935, he completed demography studies at Lwów University, and embarked on a career of a civil servant at the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This was cut short four years later by the war, and when Poland was occupied by Germany, Kozielewski joined the Polish underground – the Home Army (Armia Krajowa). His photographic memory made him ideal for the job of courier between the underground in Poland and the Polish government-in-exile that was seated first in France and moved to London, after the fall of France. In October 1942, at the height of the destruction of Polish Jewry, Karski was ordered to clandestinely go to the West and deliver a report on the situation of occupied Poland to the Polish government-in-exile in London. The situation of the Jews in Poland was to be one section of that report. Since the government in exile was concerned with the internal politics of the Poland’s underground parties, Karski held meetings with the different factions, including the Jewish Zionist and the Jewish Socialist Bund movements. Thus, shortly before his departure, Karski met with two Jewish leaders who asked him to inform the world’s statesmen of the desperate plight of Polish Jewry and of the hopelessness of their situation. Their message was: "Our entire people will be destroyed". The Jewish leaders' appeals touched Karski and he decided to see things with his own eyes in order to make his report.

“With great risk to his life, he was smuggled into the Warsaw ghetto and into a camp in the Lublin area. The horrors he witnessed marked him deeply and propelled him to become not only the messenger of the Polish underground, but to concentrate on giving voice to the suffering of the dying Jews. In November 1942, Karski reached London, delivered the report to the Polish government-in-exile, and set out to meet Winston Churchill, other politicians, journalists, and public figures. Upon completing his mission, Karski went on to the United States, where he met with President Roosevelt and other dignitaries, and tried in vain to stir up public opinion against the massacre of the Jews. In a report written a week after his July 18 1943 meeting with President Roosevelt, Karski described his meeting with FDR. Most of the time was dedicated to Polish issues, but Karski insisted on reporting about the fate of the Jews, and asked the American President to act in order to stop the murder. In 1944, while in the United States, Karski wrote a book on the Polish Underground (Story of a Secret State), with a long chapter on the Jewish Holocaust in Poland. After the war, Karski stayed in the United States where he was later appointed Professor at Georgetown University, Washington DC. He became committed to perpetuating the memory of the Holocaust victims, identified whole-heartedly with the tragedy and suffering of the Jewish people, and was unable to come to terms with the world’s silence at the slaughter of six million Jews. These notions were well reflected in a speech he delivered in 1981 to a meeting of American military officers who had liberated the concentration camps. He stated that he had failed to fulfill his wartime mission, and said: “And thus I myself became a Jew. And just as my wife’s entire family was wiped out in the ghettos of Poland, in its concentration camps and crematoria – so have all the Jews who were slaughtered become my family. But I am a Christian Jew… I am a practicing Catholic… My faith tells me the second original sin has been committed by humanity. This sin will haunt humanity to the end of time. And I want it to be so”. 

“Although he had not saved individual Jews, The Commission for the Designation of the Righteous decided that he had risked his life in order to alert the world to the murder. He had incurred enormous risk in penetrating into the Warsaw ghetto and a camp, and then committed himself wholly to the case of rescuing the Jews. Karski’s case is quite exceptional in many ways. While other rescuers had taken the difficult decision to leave the side of the bystanders, not to remain silent and to stand up and act, Karski, after he reached the West, brought this dilemma to the doorstep of the free world's leaders. In 1994, Professor Karski was awarded honorary citizenship of Israel. In a speech he gave on the occasion, he stated: “This is the proudest and the most meaningful day in my life. Through the honorary citizenship of the State of Israel, I have reached the spiritual source of my Christian faith. In a way, I also became a part of the Jewish community… And now I, Jan Karski, by birth Jan Kozielewski – a Pole, an American, a Catholic – have also become an Israeli.”

[Karski, Jan. Story of a Secret State. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1999). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 10, 481, 787, 1749.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97251401][bookmark: _Hlk67126052][image: A person in a suit and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk204596800][bookmark: _Hlk214632210]Sandor (Alexander) Kasza-Kasser,* Secretary General of the Swedish Red Cross in Hungary, 1944-45

In April 1944, Kasser was appointed by Valdemar Langlet to be the Secretary General of the newly formed Swedish Red Cross in Budapest.  As a volunteer, Kasser was given the responsibility to organize for Langlet the administration of the Swedish Red Cross in Hungary.  Kasser designed the Swedish Red Cross protective papers.  Initially, about 400 of these protective papers were issued to Jews in Budapest.  He provided Jewish refugees with jobs in the Red Cross and he rented hospitals which were used to hide Jews. Kasser worked extensively with Raoul Wallenberg on numerous rescue missions to save Jews from Arrow Cross roundups and from death marches.  

He received the Righteous Among the Nations award form the State of Israel in July 1997.  His wife, Elizabeth Kasser, was a Jewish volunteer for the Swedish legation in Budapest.  She served primarily as an interpreter for Raoul Wallenberg. Sandor Kassa was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214346199]Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/7324:

“Alexander Kasser lived in Budapest. Formerly employed as an engineer by the Neményi Brothers’ paper factory, he worked, during the Arrow Cross regime, with the Swedish Red Cross. His position was that of an aide to Waldemar Langlet*(see Sweden), who had become the director of the organization in the summer of 1944. Kasser was in charge of administration and organizing supplies for the Swedish Red Cross. He was also responsible for distribution of letters of protection to the organization’s staff. These letters were valuable documents because people who had such letters in their possession were released from military service, both in the summer of 1944 and during the Arrow Cross period. Kasser distributed letters not only to people who were part of the Red Cross staff, but also to Jews who needed protection. One of the Jews saved by Kasser was Tibor Mérő. After the war, Mérő testified that he had known Kasser since they had been co-workers in the Neményi Brothers paper factory. Kasser gave Mérő a job with the Swedish Red Cross, and supplied him with a letter of protection for himself and his family. The four-member Pfeifer family was also rescued thanks to Kasser’s work within the framework of the Swedish Red Cross. Kasser found the Pfeifers a place in one of the protected houses in Budapest, which helped them survive the war. After the war Miklós Wolf, confirmed that Kasser supplied him and 80 of his comrades in the labor-service company with Swedish letters of protection. The Hungarian authorities dismantled the Swedish Red Cross after December 4, 1944. Kasser was arrested and was taken to the notorious Arrow Cross interrogation cellar. Kasser would surely have found his death there, had it not been for the devotion of a stranger, who was willing to die in Kasser’s place. Thanks to this stranger, Kasser managed to escape from the prison and his life was saved. After the war, Kasser emigrated to the United States with his family. On October 23, 1996, Yad Vashem recognized Alexander Kasser (previously Sándor Kasza) as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[bookmark: _Hlk97618325]Hans Keller, Consul for Switzerland in Bratislava, Slovakia, and in Czechoslovakia

Hans Keller personally saved more than 25 Jews by smuggling them from Bratislava into Switzerland.  He did this against the official policy and regulations of Switzerland.  Hans Keller was sent to Bratislava in December 1944.  He worked with ICRC representative Georges Dunand and helped to hide Jews there.  Keller died at the age of 91 in Bern, Switzerland.

[Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), p. 196.  AG, G  59/2, letter from Dunand of 18 December 1944.]
[bookmark: _Hlk174609268]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97251530]
[bookmark: _Hlk172532406][bookmark: _Hlk67126297]Elow Kihlgren,* Swedish consul stationed in Genoa Italy

[bookmark: _Hlk214346272]Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/8860:

Elow Kihlgren,* (?-1974) “Among the few thousand Jews who fled from the German occupation of the Italian zone in France in September 1943, were Mr. and Mrs. Engelman, parents of Bela Clara, 19, Leiser, 23, Mina, 27, and her husband, Max Stempel, with their two daughters, four-year-old Clara and two-year-old Jenny. They fled to Italy and after wandering through several Italian villages, the family arrived to Therme de Valdieri. There, local priests helped out and then arranged to move them to Genoa. In Genoa, the secretary of the Archbishopric, Don Repetto, sheltered them in a monastery. After twenty days, during which the Germans suspected that he was hiding Jews, he suggested that they contact the Swedish Consulate. In the meantime, they stayed in the convent. The Swedish Consul, Elow Kihlgren, came to meet them at the convent and immediately found them alternative places to stay, with his friends. One of them was Gyda Boesgaard, the daughter of the Finnish Consul, who arranged for Mina Stempel and her two daughters to stay with her and her family in their villa outside the city. After a few weeks, in April 1944, as a consequence of betrayal, Elow was arrested and interrogated by the Germans about his connections with hidden Jews. Elow Kihlgren denied all accusations but this experience made him conscious of the danger that awaited the Jews. The persecuted Jews had to move several times under most dangerous conditions and Elow began making the necessary arrangements to smuggle the Engelman family to Switzerland.”

“However, they could not take the two small girls along the dangerous route, so they were hidden in a Christian boarding school. The adults, the Engelmans, their children, Bela Clara, Leiser and Mina and her husband Max, proceeded to the Swiss border and crossed it safely with the help of paid border smugglers. Ten months later, the two Stempel daughters were also taken across the border and reunited with their parents. Elow Kihlgren arranged all the financing and networking necessary in order to save the Engelman and the Stempel families. He passed away in 1974. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212812346]“Yad Vashem recognized Elow Kihlgren as Righteous Among the Nations in 2001. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.”


[bookmark: _Hlk214463106]Dr. Géza Kiss,* Hungarian Volunteer, Vatican Office and International Committee of the Red Cross, Budapest, 1944-45

Dr. Kiss* was a volunteer worker for the International Red Cross in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45. Kiss worked with Sándor Ujváry*, who worked with apostolic nuncio Angelo Rotta.  They filled out hundreds of blank Vatican safe-conducts and distributed them to Jews at the Hungarian checkpoint in Hegyeshalom. As part of the Ujváry group, Kiss faked certificates of baptism and other documents for Jews to rescue them from the Arrow Cross. They also distributed truckloads of medical supplies and food to Jews on deportations.  According to contemporary records, 4,700 Jews were returned to Budapest from deportation.  The Ujváry group was in constant danger from the Arrow Cross. Dr. Kiss was designated Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1989.

Yad Vashem citation

Kiss, Géza Dr. Géza Kiss was friendly with a Jewish man named Lipót Munster and his family. Munster owned a textile business in Budapest, but under the anti-Jewish laws, was barred from doing business under his own name. Beginning in 1942, Kiss allowed Munster to use his name, presenting him as his “Aryan partner,” so that he could continue to sell his wares. Kiss did not receive any compensation for this arrangement. After the German invasion of Hungary in March 1944, Munster was drafted into a forced-labor unit. After the Arrow Cross party rose to power, he escaped from his unit, returned to Budapest and asked his friend Kiss for help. During this period, Kiss worked for the International Red Cross, where he dedicated himself to the mission of saving Jews. At first, Kiss hid Munster in his parents’ apartment. Later, he arranged for Munster to be placed under the protection of the International Red Cross, and found him work in the organization’s warehouses. When Jews began to be sent from Budapest to the Austrian border in death marches, Kiss followed the trail twice on behalf of the International Red Cross. The first time, he went in order to determine the path of the death march, and to submit a report to the various rescue organizations. When he followed another death march, it was in order to distribute medicine and food, as well as letters of protection, which allowed Jews to be released from the march and to return to Budapest under Red Cross supervision. Thanks to Géza Kiss, some 1,500 Jews were able to leave the death marches and return to the city. Kiss worked together with other activists, including Sándor Újváry*, and Friedrich Born*, who was Chairman of the International Red Cross in Budapest during this period. Kiss was active in transporting supplies to children’s residences outside Budapest’s central ghetto that were under the protection of the International Red Cross. He also brought supplies into the ghetto after it was set up at the end of November 1944. As the danger increased, both for Hungary’s Jews and for those who worked to rescue them, Kiss stepped up his activities. He served as a driver, transporting members of the Jewish Council to meetings with representatives of the neutral organizations. At these meetings, the Jewish Council members told these representatives what was happening to the Jews, in hopes of improving their situation. Although his papers proved that he was an employee of the International Red Cross, Kiss knew that documents would not protect him from being attacked by Arrow Cross gangs. Despite the risk, he continued in his activities because of his deep commitment to saving Jews. After the war, Kiss submitted a report in which he detailed the rescue activities of the International Red Cross, including his own work. This document became an important source of information for those researching the period. Kiss served as the chairman of Hungary’s organization of Righteous Among the Nations until his death in 1999. On June 4, 1989, Yad Vashem recognized Géza Kiss as Righteous Among the Nations.

[Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 86.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 841, 1076.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97621323][bookmark: _Hlk195626349]

Ladislaus Kluger, Swiss Consulate, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

Ladislaus Kluger was a member of the Swiss consulate in Budapest, Hungary.  He participated in the rescue of Jews on the Hegyeshalom death marches.  

[Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 86.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97251633][bookmark: _Hlk204596902]
[bookmark: _Hlk214462975]Father Ferenc Köhler, Volunteer for Papal Nuncio, Budapest and Hegyeshalom, Hungary, 1944-45

See also Ujváry*, Kiss* and Biro

[bookmark: _Hlk195626454]Father Köhler was a Lazarist Catholic priest.  Father Köhler, working with the Ujváry group, fought to save the lives of Jewish deportees at the Hungarian border town of Hegyeshalom. Köhler filled out blank apostolic safe-conducts for Jewish deportees and sought their release. Köhler, along with Ujváry*, Kiss* and Biro, fought for and obtained the release of 4,700 Jews who were put on trucks and returned to Budapest.  Father Köhler was in constant danger from the Arrow Cross party, who called him “a servant of the Jewish Pope.”  

[Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). Pp. 1126, 1305, 1351, 1387, Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 373-374. Rosenfeld, Harvey. Raoul Wallenberg, Angel of Rescue: Heroism and Torment in the Gulag. (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books), chapter 5.]

[bookmark: _Hlk214462946][bookmark: _Hlk97251697][bookmark: _Hlk158627707][bookmark: _Hlk170551131]
[bookmark: _Hlk214529333]Karl “Charles” Kolb, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), stationed in Romania, 1943-1945

“The ICRC’s position over the problems of the Jews in South-Eastern Europe is well known to me.  I know that my activities on behalf of the oppressed Jewish population in Romania cannot be based on Conventions.  […]  If I have been led into actions concerning the Jews to a greater extent than I expected at the start, it has only been in order to pursue the humanitarian aims of our institution.  I would do the same and more for any other minority.”
· Karl Kolb

Karl “Charles” Kolb was the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) representative stationed in Romania in 1943-1945.  He was sent to Bucharest in November 1943 by the Red Cross.  He made numerous inspections of Jewish conditions in Transnistria and brought relief and assistance to Jewish survivors of actions there.  In the spring of 1944, he attempted to organize and evacuation and rescue of the surviving Jews to Palestine.  This evacuation escape route was planned to be through the Black Sea to Turkey.  Kolb was helped in the planning by the Romanian Red Cross, Jewish relief organizations, the Swiss minister in Romania René de Weck, US Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt, and Ira Hirschmann and the American War Refugee Board (WRB). Kolb coordinated refugee and relief efforts with Romanian Jewish community leaders Misa Benvenisti, Samuel Enzer and Wilhelm Fischer. Together, they provided food, medical supplies and other relief for Romanian refugees.  Kolb further coordinated his efforts with Joint Aid Committee representative Vladimir de Steiger and he provided links with Jean de Bavier in Budapest and Gilbert Simond in Ankara, Turkey.  Kolb managed to save about two thousand Jewish orphans who had been confined to ghettos and was able to have them returned to Romania. Kolb provided protective papers to Jews.  For this, Kolb was sent a warning, stating: “None of the conventions concerning the ICRC mentions Jews amongst the categories of people on whose behalf the Committee may act.”  Funding for Kolb’s activities was in part supplied by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee through the War Refugee Board.   

[bookmark: _Hlk192519907][Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 346, 349-350, 352.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). pp. 1566, Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 52, 110-115, 203-215, 243, 250. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 1231. Vago, Bela. “Political and Diplomatic Activities for the Rescue of the Jews of Northern Transylvania.” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 167, 170. Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), pp. 409-410.  Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), p. 587. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 161-162, 166, 169, 170, 172. Lavi, T. Rumanian Jewry in World War II: Fight for Survival. (Jerusalem, 1965). Hebrew.  Lavi, T. (Ed.). Rumania, Vol. 1.  In Pinkas Hakehillot, Encyclopaedia of Jewish Communities. (Jerusalem, 1969). Hebrew. Lavi, T. “Documents on the struggle of Rumanian Jewry for its rights during the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 4 (1960), 306-307.  Dworzecki, Meir, “The International Red Cross and its Policy Vis-à-Vis the Jews in Ghettos and Concentration Camps in Nazi-Occupied Europe,” in Gutman, Y., and E. Zuroff (Eds.). Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust: Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, Jerusalem, 3-11 April, 1974. (Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 100-101.]
[bookmark: _Hlk214346925]
[image: Last known photo of JW Kolkman, enlarged from his rejected visa application]

Last known photo of JW Kolkman, enlarged from his rejected visa application

[bookmark: _Hlk214550510][bookmark: _Hlk214632353]Joseph Willem (Joop) Kolkman* Dutch consul, Association de Secours aux Réfugiés, Néerlandais Perpignan, Pyrenees Orientales, France

Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/10769:

“Joseph Willem Kolkman* was born on December 1, 1896, in The Hague, in the Dutch province of South Holland. He was the tenth child in this Roman Catholic family. His father had an important position in Holland: he was a lawyer, notary, member of the Dutch government, and minister of finance. The Kolkman children were raised by a French nanny who taught them the French language. Joseph joined the Order of Jesuits for a couple of years, studying philosophy and going through the novitiate; he left the order in 1924. For two years he studied law at the University of Leiden, and in 1926 he left for Paris to work as a journalist. He was a correspondent for many Dutch newspapers. In 1934 he married Elizabeth Fonkert, and the couple moved to Soisy-sous-Montmorency, a little town close to Paris. On May 10, 1940, the Nazis conquered Holland. This created a large number of refugees, who sought shelter in France. The Dutch consul general established the Association de Secours aux Réfugiés Néerlandais, to help the Dutch refugees. Joseph Kolkman also helped the Dutch refugees, together with a colleague, in the Collège Néerlandais, which sheltered many refugees. A Dutch radio network called Radio Vrij Nederland was created, which beginning on May 19, 1940, broadcast radio messages and news three times a day. Joseph Willem Kolkman was very active in this radio station, but unfortunately, its programming had to be cancelled on June 10, when the Germans approached Paris. A region in the south of France was appointed by the French government to absorb the enormous number of Dutch refugees, and Kolkman was asked to assist the new honorary vice consul in registering them. This way he could stay safely in France; had he returned to Holland, he would probably have been arrested by the Germans because of his earlier involvement in Radio Vrij Nederland. In August 1940 Kolkman was appointed honorary vice consul. He had proved to be very energetic and active in helping the refugees, many of whom were interned in primitive relief camps. Kolkman tried to free them and made connections with the Dutch and French resistance movements. In November 1940, the Dutch Consulate in France was closed by the French government in Vichy. Instead, the Offices Néerlandais were established. They were supposed to deal with the refugees but were not authorized to hand out or extend passports. Kolkman became director of the office in Perpignan, and he still considered himself a representative of the Dutch government. In January 1942, in the village of Le Soler, about 8 kilometers from Perpignan, Kolkman rented a villa, where he sheltered about forty refugees, Jews and non-Jews. He visited imprisoned Dutchmen, provided them with extra food, and when they were freed he offered them shelter in Le Soler. He also managed to free some of them from refugees camps, and from Le Soler he tried to smuggle them to England. This was complicated because they needed visas. Kolkman provided false medical documents that enabled many of them to get these visas. Kolkman also tried to find illegal routes to Spain and Portugal. In cooperation with refugees who had been involved in the Dutch resistance, he searched for guides who could help people cross the Pyrenees. Joseph Willem Kolkman was a very likeable and kind man. He was open and tactful and willing to help whoever needed him, but it was a race against time. The Germans became more powerful, the number of refugees grew, and the German anti-Jewish measures increased. In July 1942 the Offices Néerlandais were closed by the Germans, who were well informed and suspected anti-German activities were taking place there. Visas were no longer issued by the French, and Spain could no longer be reached legally. Though Kolkman lost his position, he managed, even after July 1942, to save about 100 more Jews by providing them with hiding places in the French countryside and arranging escape routes for them to Spain, crossing the Pyrenees. On January 12, 1943, Kolkman and his wife tried to escape France using that route. Unfortunately, they were spotted by a German patrol and imprisoned for illegal border crossing. After a while his wife, Elizabeth, was freed. The Germans were very aware of Joseph Willem’s former illegal activities and sent him to the Buchenwald concentration camp. From there he was transferred in January 1944 to the Dora-Nordhausen concentration camp: it was here, under terrible circumstances and terror, that the V-1 and V-2 rockets were constructed. Kolkman was soon taken into the camp hospital, and on February 6, 1944, he was transferred to Lublin. Kolkman did not survive this transport. His ceaseless help for persecuted Jews cost him his life. On February 17, 2013, Yad Vashem recognized Joseph Willem Kolkman as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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Paul Komor ID

[bookmark: _Hlk214260289]Paul Komor, Honorary Consul for Hungary in Shanghai, China, 1938-1941

Before December 1941, Paul Komor held the title of Honorary Consul General for Hungary in Shanghai.  In 1938, when the first Jewish refugees fleeing the Holocaust arrived in Shanghai from Germany and Austria, Komor co-founded the International Committee for European Immigrants (IC).  The IC provided housing, jobs and financial assistance for the 20,000 Austrian, German and other Jewish refugees who came into Shanghai.  The IC also issued international passports to the Jews of Shanghai whose Nazi passports were confiscated or no longer valid.  These passports gave the refugees “legal” status so they could emigrate to the United States, Canada, Australia and elsewhere.  Komor was arrested by the Japanese occupation forces in Shanghai and was briefly held in jail for his activities on behalf of Jews.

[Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 305, 311.  Kranzler, David. Japanese, Nazis and Jews: The Jewish Refugee Community of Shanghai, 1938-1945. (New York: Yeshiva University Press, 1976), pp. 95-96, 153, 299, 350, 395-396, 417, 435-436.  See Komor Shanghai diaries in Visas for Life archives.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214260364][bookmark: _Hlk213440543][bookmark: _Hlk204596949][bookmark: _Hlk195627089]Ottó Komoly Relief and Rescue Committee of Budapest, Department A International Committee of the Red Cross

[bookmark: _Hlk195627133]Ottó Komoly was a Hungarian Jewish engineer, military officer, Zionist, and humanitarian leader in Hungary. One of the few truly outstanding leaders of Hungarian Jewry, he is credited with saving numerous children during the Nazi occupation of Budapest 1944-1945.

Komoly became the Chairman of the Zionist Federation in Hungary. In Early 1943 he co-founded the Aid and Rescue Committee, which aided hundreds of Jews fleeing prosecution in Poland and Hungary. After Germany invaded Hungary in March 1944, Komoly was appointed head of the International Red Cross department A in charge of helping Jewish children. With the help of the embassies of Switzerland Sweden and other neutral countries, the International Red Cross created 35 refugee centers for orphaned children, where about 6000 children and more than 500 volunteers working there were saved from deportation and murder.

[bookmark: _Hlk195627234]On the political front, Komoly worked for the neutrality of Hungary in the war. He tried to influence the government using his military status and his connection with the son of Hungarian leader Miklós Horthy. Under his leadership, the Aid and Rescue Committee organized non-Jewish protests against Nazi policies in Hungary, especially among the clergy and political leaders.

On January 1, 1945, during the Soviet Siege of Budapest, Arrow Cross militia picked him up from his house. Nothing else is known about him, and it is assumed that he was murdered by the Arrow Cross authorities.

[Biss, Andre. A Million Jews to Save. (London: Hutchinson, 1973) pp. 22, 25, 27, 30, 49, 536, 54, 65, 67, 89, 92, 102, 153, 17-81, 219, 221, 227, 234. Born, Bericht, Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 122, 402, 446, 450, 490, 515, 547, 558, 560, 568, 573, 574, 912, 950, 954, 963, 984, 1052, 1055, 1060, 1073, 1094, 1098, 1144,1151, 1167, 1176, 1244, 1254, 1255, 1268, 1270, 1272, 1293, 1294, 1299, 1300-1303, 1355, 1337, 1341, 1349, 1350, 1399, 1408, 1445, Cohen, Asher, translated by Carl Alpert. The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (New York: Social Science Monographs, Boulder, and Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York, 1986) p. 15, 29, 30, 40, 41, 57, 73, 101-103, 113, 132, 141, 147-153, 164, 170-173, 175, 175, 183, 184, 192, 194, 196, 207, 214, 222, 224-226, 239, 240, 244, 245. Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) Lévai, Jenő. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry Central European Times Publishing, 1948, Lévai, Jenő, Sziirke kony v., Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 2-4, 28,57-58, 65, 70, 90, 140-141, 144-146, 148-150, 187-189, 206, 220, 226.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97251791][bookmark: _Hlk170551188]Cyril Kotnik, Yugoslav Consul in Rome, 1943

Ciril Kotnik (1895 – 1948) was a Yugoslav diplomat of Slovene ethnicity.
After the Axis invasion of Yugoslavia in April 1941, the Yugoslav embassy was closed down and its personnel dismissed. Kotnik was put into house arrest in his home in Rome. At the end of 1941, the Royal Yugoslav Government-in-Exile decided to include Kotnik in the Yugoslav diplomatic delegation to the Holy See. He maintained close contacts with the Yugoslav government in London.

After the Italian armistice in September 1943, Kotnik took advantage of his position of ambassador to the Holy See in order to help many anti-fascists and Jews to escape Nazi German persecution. During this time, he established contacts with the political activist Janko Kralj, and Slovene emigrant from Gorizia, who also helped many anti-Nazis and Jews to escape persecution.

[bookmark: _Hlk214550676]Yugoslavian consul in Rome Cyril Kotnik helped the Jews of the Delegazione Assistenze Emigranti Ebrei (Jewish Emigrant Association; DELASEM).  Consul Kotnik was also active in helping Father Marie-Benoit. On October 28, 1943, Kotnik was arrested and imprisoned by the Gestapo in the prison on Via Tasso for his resistance activities.  He died in 1948 after the war from injuries inflicted on him by the Gestapo while in prison.  On April 17, 1955, he was posthumously given a special gold medal by the Hebrew Union of Italy.  In 2007, members of the Jewish community of Rome proposed to erect a monument in his memory.
Waagenaar, Sam. The Pope’s Jews. (La Salle, IL: Open Court Publishers, 1974), pp. 391, 405. Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), p. 184. Leboucher, Fernande. Translated by J. F. Bernard. Incredible Mission. (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1969), Robert G. Weisbord, Wallace P. Sillanpoa (1992). The Chief Rabbi, the Pope, and the Holocaust. Transaction Publishers, Walter Veltroni, La bella politica (Milano: Rizzoli, 1996).

[bookmark: _Hlk214462860]Miklós (Moshe) Krausz (1908-1985), head of the Budapest branch of the Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency 1938-1946, Manager of the Swiss Glass House 29 Vadász Street, Member of Hapoel Hamizrahi

[bookmark: _Hlk206302984]Leader Mizrahi Secretary & Manager Palestine Office 1938-1946. Major rescue leader who worked with Carl Lutz to distribute Schutzpässe in charge of Swiss Glass House. Disseminated Auschwitz report.

Braham 1981 pp. 1294-99
“The Rescue Activities of Miklós Krausz. Krausz was the executive officer of the Budapest branch of the Palestine Office. Complementing the work of the Vaada, the Palestine Office was primarily concerned with the practical aspects of emigration to Palestine, including the selection and registration of candidates, the organization of emigrant groups, the distribution of Palestine immigration certificates, the procurement of passports and visas, and the arrangement of transportation. 
[…]

Having received the official communication from the Hungarian government, Carl Lutz and Krausz worked out a plan for the registration of 7,000 Jews. 188 Although the agreement called for 7,000 individuals, Krausz and the other Jewish leaders acted in terms of 7,000 family heads, which in effect meant 7,000 families. Following Lutz’s advice that the prospective emigrants be registered in a separate place not far from the Swiss Legation, the building at 29 Vadász Street was acquired for this purpose. The acquisition was facilitated by the building’s owner, Arthur Weisz, who was destined to play a leading role in its administration. Because Weisz had previously used the building for his wholesale (1297) glass business, it soon became known as "the Glass House" (iiveghaz). The "emigration office" was opened on July 24, when the situation in Budapest, though still serious, seemed less critical. The building enjoyed exterritorial status and was identified on the outside as: Svajci Kovetseg Jdegenerdekek Kepviselete Kivandorlasi Osz talya (Swiss Legation Representation of Foreign Interests. Department of Emigration). Placed under the overall leadership of Krausz with Weisz serving as chief administrator, the office operated with a staff of a few hundred, mostly young Zionists, who were supplied with Swiss and Hungarian identification papers. As "Swiss employees" they were exempted from wearing the Yellow Star, which gave them many privileges. They could move freely at any time of the day, travel, and even live in " non-Jewish houses." 

“By the end of July or early August, a Swiss collective passport including approximately 2,200 names was completed and supplied with a Hungarian exit and a Romanian transit visa. In Krausz's view these Jews were to be the first batch of the 7,000 families (40,000 Jews) who the Germans and Hungarians were reportedly willing to let go. He so informed the Jewish leaders in Geneva and Istanbul, who, in tum, began a concentrated drive to induce the British and the Americans to make possible the immigration of these Jews into Palestine. With neither Krausz nor the Jewish leaders of the free world nor the Allies having been aware of the conditions imposed by Hitler, they became involved in a long and often heated controversy over what came to be known as the "Horthy offer" on the emigration of certain categories of Hungarian Jews. 189 When the Germans realized that the Hungarians would not permit the resumption of the deportations, they demanded the removal of the Jews of Budapest into camps in the countryside as a precondition to their cooperation in the emigration scheme. Although the plan was seriously considered, it was not carried out. Around this time, Ferenczy and Lulay were trying to convince Krausz, as they had already tried to convince Kasztner and others, about their change of heart and offered to cooperate in the emigration scheme. They even offered to set aside a number of buildings on Pozsonyi Road to house the prospective (1298) emigrants. They did this following the receipt of a memo from Dènes Csopey, the head of the Political Division of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on July 23. 190 These maneuvers led to the eventual establishment of "protected buildings" for the housing of foreign nationals, which constituted the " international ghetto" during the Szálasi era (see Chapter 26).”  

[Biss, Andre. A Million Jews to Save. (London: Hutchinson, 1973) pp. 92, 101, 169, 181. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981, pp. 106, 490, 570, 954, 964, 965, 967, 968, 986, 987, 1018,11223, 1124, 1136, 1177, 1243, 1245, 1253, 1293-97, 1320, 1322, 1349, 1357, 1404, 1425-1427, 1429, 1432-33, 1444, 1464,1468, 1469, 1477, 1479, 1483, 1485, 1487,1500), Cohen, Asher, translated by Carl Alpert. The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (New York: Social Science Monographs, Boulder, and Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York, 1986) p. 30, 36, 134-137, 147, 148, 152, 163-165, 267, 204, 238, 244, 245. Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024), Lévai, Jenő. Grey Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews. Budapest: Officina, 1946, Lévai, Jenő. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948, Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 2-3, 66, 77, 141.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214260464]Dr. Jan Kołłataj-Srzednicki*, physician, chairman of the Polish Red Cross in Hungary, Citizen's Committee for Help for Polish Refugees, director of the medical services for Polish citizens exiled in Budapest.

See also Henryk Sławik*, József Antall*, Countess Erzsébet Szapáry* Raoul Wallenberg*

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/6645:

With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. Jan Kołłataj-Srzednicki, (August 29, 1883-March 19. 1944) a Polish army general, served as chairman of the Polish Red Cross in Hungary. A doctor by profession, Kołłataj-Srzednicki was appointed by Henryk Sławik*, the head of the Citizen's Committee for Help for Polish Refugees, as director of the medical services for Polish citizens exiled in Budapest. The Polish Civilian Committee, which was supported by Polish Government in-exile, worked closely with József Antall*, from the Hungarian Ministry of Interior, and Countess Erzsébet Szapáry, who sponsored the Hungarian-Polish Committee. As part of his duties, General Kołłataj-Srzednicki was responsible for refugees who escaped to Hungary from occupied Poland, including many Jews, some of whom escaped from forced labor camps. Not only did Kołłataj-Srzednicki not discriminate against them, but he supplied them with forged documents which enabled them to stay in Hungary or move to a neutral country. In March 1944, when Germany invaded Hungary, the Gestapo raided Kołłataj-Srzednicki’s office, where they caught the General in the process of destroying incriminating documents belonging to the Polish Committee. General Kołłataj-Srzednicki was shot by the Germans and died on the spot. On July 28, 1998, Yad Vashem recognized Jan Kołłataj-Srzednicki as Righteous Among the Nations. File 6645
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[bookmark: _Hlk97252346]Dr. Julius (Juliusz) Kuhl, Polish Consul in Bern, Switzerland, 1938-45

“Consul Dr. Julius Kuhl (June 24, 1913 – February 13, 1985) was born to a prominent Jewish family in Sanok, Poland. In March 1940 Kühl was employed in the Legation of Poland to Switzerland and Liechtenstein as an auxiliary employee. After the German and Soviet invasion of Poland and their subsequent occupation, the Legation remained loyal to the Polish government-in-exile headed by general Władysław Sikorski which pledged to continue the struggle against the Axis powers. Soon Kühl's superior, minister Tytus Komarnicki, was replaced by Aleksander Ładoś, former member of the Polish government in exile, who would later on become Kühl's protector and top collaborator and – after the war – personal friend and business partner. Kühl was tasked with working with Polish refugees coming in massive numbers from occupied France, Belgium and the Netherlands, vast majority of whom were Jews and Poles of Jewish descent escaping from Nazi persecution.

“A particular case was the honorary consul of Paraguay, the Bernese notary Rudolf Hügli, who did not produce passports himself, but rather sold blank passports to the Legation of Poland.

“Consul Konstanty Rokicki would enter by hand the names and personal details of their beneficiaries – Polish and Dutch Jews who could thus claim they were citizens of neutral countries and were largely considered exempt from deportations to German Nazi-concentration camps. Particular help was provided to people inside the Warsaw Ghetto.

“Funds to acquire the documents were raised mostly by World Jewish Congress represented by Abraham Silberschein and Agudath Yisrael and the leader of its Swiss branch Chaim Eiss. In 1943, the Swiss police broke the ring and brought Hügli, Kühl, Eiss and Silberschein in for questioning. In September the Federal Council took a decision not to recognize Kühl's status as an 'employee of the Polish diplomatic mission'. Probably by December 1942, the Gestapo was aware that most Latin American passports were part of a larger conspiracy and may have been falsified.

“The Swiss police identified Kühl and Rokicki as top perpetrators. A report signed by Federal Councillor Edmund von Steiger on 21 July 1943 stated the following:

According to the records available, Messrs Konstanty Rokicki, a vice-consul at the Polish Diplomatic Mission in Berne, and Dr. Julius Kühl, employed at the same Diplomatic Mission at the time, were also instrumental in arranging a significant number of inaccurate citizenship certificates for Polish Jews in the Germany-occupied territory. Mr Rokicki holds a blue card issued by you. Mr Kühl’s status was that of a tolerated foreigner, to whom a time limit for ‘preparation of the departure’ was granted, in combination with a ban on any gainful employment or taking up any work, in March 1940, when he was employed as a consular service assistant by the Polish Diplomatic Mission. We kindly request you to verify whether you should not issue a firm warning to Mr Rokicki in an adequate manner, and further request Mr Kühl’s dismissal from the service of the Polish Diplomatic Mission. 

“In January 1943, while being interrogated by the police, Kühl admitted his part in the production of false passports and claimed that Paraguayan passports had been already in use in 1939, during which time they served to enable influential Polish Jews to leave the Soviet occupation zone.

“Let me start by saying that I was not involved in this matter of my own volition, but by order of my superior, Consul Rokicki, and Legation Councillor Ryniewicz. The question, how we could obtain foreign passports for Polish citizens arose for the first time after Poland had come under German and Russian occupation, in late 1939 and early 1940. Primarily, the issue at hand was to evacuate from the Russia-occupied part of Poland certain persons about whom we were concerned. We were able to do this through Consul Hügli, who provided us with Paraguayan passports for such persons. The passport forms would on each occasion be collected from Mr Hügli and then filled out by Consul Rokicki, and subsequently returned to Consul Hügli for signature. The latter was carried out by myself on most occasions. For the issuance of the passports, we would pay Mr Hügli the amounts between 500 and 2,000 francs, depending on the case and the number of persons. Neither the Diplomatic Mission nor the Consulate nor myself have benefited from this activity in any way.

“Aleksander Ładoś refused to dismiss him and tried to extend his status. He also intervened in Kühl's defense with the Swiss Foreign Minister Marcel Pilet-Golaz. After the passport operation ended, the Polish government in exile granted Kühl in January 1944 full diplomatic status and the minor rank of attaché.

[bookmark: _Hlk214347305]Kuhl was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Friedenson, Joseph, and David Kranzler, forward by Julius Kuhl. Heroine of Rescue: The Incredible Story of Recha Sternbuch Who Saved Thousands from the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah Publications, 1984). Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987), pp. 195, 200-203. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 66-68, 78, 190, 249, 263, 265n.7, 368n.46.]

[bookmark: _Hlk67183638][bookmark: _Hlk67126473][bookmark: _Hlk192521753]
[bookmark: _Hlk214260522]Herman Laatsman de Bailleul+, Dutch Embassy in Paris, France, 1940-41

[bookmark: _Hlk212825625]“Herman Laatsman de Bailleul (September 14, 1903 – May 28, 1976) was with the Dutch Embassy in Paris, 1940-41. Laatsman took a position as a civil servant at the Dutch Consulate in Paris in September 1939. He began his resistance career almost as soon as the Nazis occupied Paris in May 1940. He was a courier contact between the Dutch government in exile in London and the underground in the Netherlands.   Laatsman travelled to the Netherlands illegally, disguised as a dishwasher on an international train, in order to bring money to France to pay the pensions and benefits due to Dutch citizens in France. Laatsman also helped Dutchmen who had been sent to build submarines at French ports to escape the forced labor and return home.  

“In 1941 he belonged to a short-lived French escape line led by Olivier Giran that evacuated Jews and young men to Switzerland. He provided Jewish refugees with illegal passports that enabled them to escape Nazi-occupied France.  He was also responsible for saving downed American pilots by issuing them false passports.  

“He worked as the chief of the Paris station of the Dutch-Paris Rescue Network. Dutch-Paris was a transnational resistance network composed of over 330 men, women, and teenagers living in occupied France, Belgium, and the Netherlands, as well as neutral Switzerland. Between 1942 and 1944, they rescued approximately 3,000 people from the Nazis, mostly Jews, resisters, labor draft evaders, and downed Allied aviators. They supported some of these people in hiding and smuggled others into neutral Switzerland or Spain. Dutch-Paris also acted as a clandestine courier service throughout western Europe for the Dutch government-in-exile, other resistance groups, churches and families. In November 1943, Jean Weidner came to Paris to find Dutch resisters to join the Dutch-Paris escape line. He concluded that Laatsman was the most careful and most effective Dutch resister in the city. Weidner arranged to meet with Laatsman through Brantsen and Weidner’s own sister Gabrielle at the Place d’Italie in Paris on November 3, 1943. Weidner took Laatsman on an illegal journey to Switzerland later that month so that Laatsman could discuss joining Dutch-Paris with the Dutch ambassador in Bern.  

“In 1941, Nazis ordered the closure of the consulate.  Laatsman was betrayed and was deported to several German concentration camps including the Mittelbau-Dora and Bergen Belson.  His 11-year-old son, arrested with his father, disappeared. 

“For his contributions to the Allied cause, particularly as a member of the Dutch-Paris Escape Line, Laatsman was named a Ridder van Orde de Oranje-Nassau, a Commandeur de la Legion d’Honneur, merite international pour courage et devouément, and awarded the US Medal of Freedom with Silver Palm. The citation for the Medal of Freedom mentions that he embarked on a “self-imposed mission with outstanding success” and enabled the escape of at least 112 Allied aviators.”  

“In 1978, Yad Vashem recognized the Dutch-Paris's illegal work of rescuing Jews by honoring the line's leader, Jean Weidner (aka Johan Hendrik Weidner) as Righteous Among the Nations on behalf of the entire network.”
Megan Koreman, The Escape Line: How the Ordinary Heroes of Dutch-Paris Resisted the Nazi Occupation of Western Europe, New York: Oxford University Press, 2018, Herbert Ford, Flee the Captor, Nashville TN: Southern Publishing Association, 1966. De Jong, Het Koninkrijk, VII/S 894-895, IX pp. 543, 549, 552-554; Ford, 1999; Gutman, 2004; Moore, 2010; see also Johan Weidner Rescue Network]

[bookmark: _Hlk174609362][image: A person in a suit sitting in a chair
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[bookmark: _Hlk172533746]Aleksander Wacław Ładoś, head of the Legation of Poland to Switzerland 1940-1945

[bookmark: _Hlk172444816]Aleksander Wacław Ładoś was a Polish politician and diplomat, who in 1940-45 headed the Legation of Poland to Switzerland. Ładoś was the leader of the Ładoś Group, also known as Bernese Group, a secret operation of Polish diplomats and Jewish organizations who helped save several hundred Jews from the Holocaust by providing them with illegal Latin American, mostly Paraguayan passports. Between May 1940 and Autumn 1943 blank passports were obtained from of Paraguayan honorary consul Rudolf Hüggli.  They were filled out by Ładoś’ fellow consular officials including Konstanty Rokicki the deputy counsellor Stefan J. Ryniewicz and by a Polish-Jewish diplomat Juliusz Kühl. Ładoś intervened directly with the Swiss Federal Counselor Marcel Pilet-Golaz to overlook the operation. Other people in the Ładoś Group included Chaim Eiss and Abraham Silberschein, members of Jewish organizations whose main task was to smuggle lists of beneficiaries and copies of illegally-obtained passports between Berne and German-occupied Poland. Holders of the passports were not deported to the Nazi death camps but instead interred in detention camps in Vittel, France or Bergen-Belsen, Germany. As many as 400 survived the war. The Polish Legation under Ładoś also enabled the Sternbuchs, a Montreux-based Jewish family to use Polish cables and send notes to the members of the New York Jewish community to inform them about the murder of Jews in Europe. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212825742]He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Friedenson, Joseph, and David Kranzler, forward by Julius Kuhl. Heroine of Rescue: The Incredible Story of Recha Sternbuch Who Saved Thousands from the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah Publications, 1984). Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987). Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987), pp. 190, 201-203. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 78, 249.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214530653][bookmark: _Hlk213440607][bookmark: _Hlk204597017][bookmark: _Hlk214260557]Dr. Valdemar Langlet* and Nina Langlet,* Hungarian branch Swedish Red Cross Delegate in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

See also Carl Danielsson*, Alexander (Sandor) Kassa*, Lukacs Antal, Msg. Angelo Rotta*

On June 11, 1944, Carl Danielsson*, Swedish Minister in Budapest, requested the Hungarian government allow the Swedish Red Cross to join the Hungarian Red Cross in feeding and housing thousands of orphaned Jewish children.  Dr. Langlet launched a humanitarian campaign immediately, working with the Hungarian Red Cross.  They also set up a children’s home in Budapest.  Langlet and his wife, Nina, issued and distributed Swedish protective passes to Hungarian Jews, which prevented them from being deported or murdered by the Arrow Cross or Nazis.  They worked with many Jewish volunteers.  Valdemar and Nina Langlet were declared Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1965. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214347400]Dr. Langlet was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[image: Valdemar Langlet]

Valdemar Langlet

[bookmark: _Hlk214347432]Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2./101:  

“In 1944, Valdemar Langlet was a lecturer of the Swedish language at the Budapest University and an unpaid cultural attaché at the Swedish Embassy. The 72-year-old Langlet, originally from Valla, Sweden, had come to the Hungarian capital 13 years earlier and had a thorough knowledge of Hungary. He was aware of the imminent danger threatening the Jewish population after Germany’s entry in March 1944.  Langlet’s rescue activity on behalf of Jews started early – several months before Wallenberg’s arrival in July 1944. It all began with Langlet’s wife Nina, who, one day, during a stroll, noticed a sign of the Red Cross and it gave her an idea to use the Swedish Red Cross to help Jews. Soon connections were made, and Langlet was appointed representative of the SRC. Economic support came from the Hungarian Jews who also deposited money and valuables with them, including real estate properties and they were all marked with Red Cross emblems. The Langlets were constantly in contact with Jewish organizations and they managed to issue the first letters of protection in May 1944. These letters saved people from being deported to death camps. At first, these life-saving documents were given to people who worked for the Swedish Red Cross, but later were distributed to people outside the organization, too. On October 15, 1944, the Arrow Cross party came to power and a reign of terror against the Jews ensued. The humanitarian activity of the SRC increased. Both Valdemar and Nina manifested courage and exceptional devotion to the task of rescuing Jews, despite all the dangers involved. Instead of 400 letters of protection allowed by the Hungarian authorities – they handed out many times that number. They also gave refuge to Jews at their home. Nina Langlet devoted herself especially to the rescue of children. Owing to the Langlets’ initiatives, the Jewish orphanage in Budapest was saved. Nevertheless, the activities of the couple did not remains secret and the authorities stopped the SRC work on December 14, 1944. Both Langlets were arrested, beaten and interrogated, but they were released through the intervention of Ambassador Danielsson*. They left the country on May 26, 1945. After the war, the Langlets wrote about their wartime experiences in Hungary. Valdemar penned the book: Works and Days in Budapest, and Nina wrote: Chaos in Budapest. On February 16, 1965, Yad Vashem recognized Valdemar and Nina Langlet as Righteous Among the Nations.” 
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Swedish Red Cross protective pass issued by Valdemar Langlet

[Langlet, Valdemar. Verk och dagar i Budapest (Work and Days in Budapest). (Stockholm: Wahlstrom & Widstrand, 1946).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 705, 1050, 1052, 1085, 1088. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), pp. 88-89. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 275-276, 283, 383. Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 68-71, 107, 161-162, 239-241, 258-260. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997), p. 59.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97371082]Dr. Donald Lowrie, Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), Nimes Committee, Czech Aid Marseilles, France, 1940

Dr. Donald Lowrie worked for the North American and later the world service of the YMCA.  Lowrie worked with a number of other relief agencies in the French internment camps.  He helped set up the YMCA relief activities in the unoccupied zone of Vichy.  He worked closely with Czech diplomat in Marseilles Vladimir Vochoc to distribute illegal passports. Later, Lowrie helped Jews escape the French Foreign Labor Battalions by setting up a protected area.  Lowrie also obtained visas from other diplomats, including Cambodian, Portuguese and Mexican.  These documents helped Jewish refugees flee to Switzerland.  Lowrie also helped with an attempt to rescue Jewish children who lost their parents when they were deported in 1942.

“Donald Lowrie, first of the North American and later the World Service of the YMCA, had extensive experience in relief work in France and eastern Europe.  During the 1920s Lowrie had worked in Russia and then spent eight years in Czechoslovakia before going to Paris to direct the outbreak of the war.  Like his French friends, Lowrie fled south during the late spring of 1940, taking what he expected to be temporary lodging near the Gare Saint Charles at the Hôtel Terminus, which remained his home for the next two and a half years.

Lowrie coordinated the work of a number of relief agencies present in the internment camps and directed aid to the neediest individuals.  Along with Tracey Strong, he set up YMCA relief headquarters for the Unoccupied Zone on the rue Pythéas.  He personally oversaw the distribution of nonmaterial aid from the North American YMCA, such as books and musical instruments.  Like Varian Fry, Lowrie also engaged in clandestine and illegal activities with a group called Czech Aid.  He worked with the Czech consul Vochoc to distribute illegal passports and to set up the Château de la Blancherie on the outskirts of Marseille.  The Chateau was a farming community of Czechs, which not only provided a safe place for able-bodied men to escape service in the Foreign Labor Battalions but also was a self-sufficient unit that often raised a surplus for Czech compatriots struggling in Marseille.  Lowrie later wrote that the community was severely criticized because it housed an abnormally high proportion of Jews, yet this experiment remained one of the few success stories of combating Vichy antiforeign and anti-Jewish legislation.  Eventually Czech refugees established a school-colony for Czech children in Vence and a Czech nucleus for the Resistance in southern France.  Somehow these experiments won the respect of some French authorities, for the French never turned these colonies over to the Nazi Todt Commission, which sought able-bodied men to work on construction projects, and even warned them of the imminent Nazi arrival in late 1942.  Clearly, there were alternatives to docile compliance with German intentions and Vichy laws.  It is perhaps surprising that this colony never fell under Rodellec du Porzic’s scrutiny, but possibly his affinity for the enemies of Germany outweighed his tendency toward slavish implementation of Vichy anti-Jewish and xenophobic policies.

Lowrie also obtained forged Cambodian, Portuguese, and Mexican visas to help refugees into Switzerland, for Swiss authorities sometimes admitted foreigners with visas for other destinations.  He made contact with the first underground organizations, which he later claimed appeared during the summer of 1941, and worked with Abbé Perceval, prior of the Dominican monastery in Marseille that hid Jews.  To avoid incurring greater suspicion from government authorities, Lowrie carefully avoided the temptation of exchanging money on the “grey market,” an activity that brought much trouble to Varian Fry, and made only legal exchanges, although he did admit to sometimes obtaining his funds from illegal sources.  Lowrie’s best-known efforts, however, occurred in connection with a large-scale American attempt to rescue Jewish children abandoned when their parents were deported in 1942.

In November 1940 Lowrie helped set up the Coordination Committee for Relief Work in Internment Camps, commonly called the Nîmes Committee, because its monthly meetings were held there.  The committee of twenty-five agencies devoted itself to relief work, primarily in the internment camps but also on behalf of individuals in Marseille.  The Nîmes Committee collectively made reports on camp conditions, which Vichy must have taken seriously, because André Jean-Faure, the government’s camp inspector, attended all meetings.  Whether Vichy actually took notice of committee suggestions, perhaps as a concession to public opinion, or simply intended to keep track of the committee’s activities is unclear” (Ryan, pp. 148-149). 

[Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945). Marino, Andy. A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 107, 132, 137, 191. Isenberg, Sheila. A Hero of Our Own: The Story of Varian Fry. (New York: Random House). Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996), p. 148-149, 152, 167, 216.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97252664][bookmark: _Hlk170551443]
[bookmark: _Hlk214462688]Giovanni Luciolli, Italian Vice Consul, Paris, 1941-1942

Italian Vice Consul Giovanni Luciolli was stationed in Paris in 1941-1942.  He intervened with German authorities to free Italian Jews who had been arrested there.  He provided these Jews with papers that were needed to secure their release.  He got into direct confrontations with German authorities over the issue of protection of Italian Jewish property in Paris.  Luciolli and Orlandini helped to persuade the Italian Foreign Ministry to repatriate Italian Jews in France, despite objections from the Italian Interior Ministry.  

[Carpi, 1994, pp. 32, 34-35, 54-61, 64, 259n.40, 263n.20.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214462665][bookmark: _Hlk97252728][bookmark: _Hlk195627694]Sarolta Lukács, Deputy Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214348059]See Valdemar* and Nina Langelet*

Sarolta Lukács, the Deputy Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross in Budapest, 1944-45, worked closely with Dr. Valdemar and Nina Langlet of the Swedish Red Cross.  

Braham, 1981 p. 1435:

“The Crown Council meeting of June 26 acted favorably; Amothy-Jungerth then accepted Danielsson's appointment of Dr. Valdemar Langlet as the Swedish Red Cross delegate. 119 Dr. Langlet, a member of the Swedish Legation and a Swedish-language lecturer at the University of Budapest, launched his humanitarian campaign with out delay, working in close cooperation with Sarolta Lukacs, the Deputy Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross.” 120 

Note

120. Professor Langlet became active in setting up children's homes as well as in the distribution of protective passes. For details on his activities, see his Verk och dagar I Budapest (Work and Days in Budapest) (Stockholm: Wahlstrom & Widstrand, 1946), 221 pp.  

[bookmark: _Hlk207971444][See Langlet, Valdemar. Verk och dagar i Budapest (Work and Days in Budapest). (Stockholm: Wahlstrom & Widstrand, 1946). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1435, Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 89. Lévai, Jenő. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024).
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Vice Council Carl Lutz
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Carl and Gertrude Lutz, Budapest, after the city was liberated

[bookmark: _Hlk204597119][bookmark: _Hlk214632478]Charles “Carl” Lutz,* Consul for Switzerland in Budapest, Hungary, 1942-45, and Gertrud Lutz,* Wife of Consul Carl Lutz, Budapest, Hungary

[bookmark: _Hlk170551665]Carl Lutz* (1895-1975) was the first neutral diplomat in Budapest to rescue Jews. He is credited with inventing the Schutzbrief (protective letter) for Jewish refugees in Budapest.  After March 19, 1944, the Germans occupied Hungary and the new government of Döme Sztojay closed the Hungarian borders to Jewish emigration. In tough negotiations with the Nazis and the Hungarian government, Lutz obtained permission to issue protective letters to 8,000 Hungarian Jews for emigration to Palestine.  Using a ruse and interpreting the 8,000 “units” not as persons but as families, he and his staff issued tens of thousands of additional “protective letters."  He established 76 Swiss safe houses throughout Budapest and, with the help of his wife Gertrud, liberated Jews from deportation centers and death marches.  In 1942-43, in cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, Lutz had helped 10,000 Jewish children and young people to emigrate to Palestine.  Lutz worked with hundreds of Jewish volunteers who helped him process the protective letters and distribute them throughout Budapest.  Lutz was told that as long as he stayed in Budapest, his protectees would survive.  He is credited by Jewish relief agencies with saving thousands Jews from the Nazi Holocaust.  Carl Lutz and his wife Gertrude were made Righteous Among the Nations by Israel’s Holocaust Remembrance Authority in 1965.  In addition, he has been declared an honorary citizen of the State of Israel.  Carl Lutz died in 1975 at the age of 80. 
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Gertrud Lutz on the stairs of Gellért Hill, Budapest

[bookmark: _Hlk214260629]Gertrud Lutz*, Wife of Consul Carl Lutz, Budapest, Hungary

At the end of January 1935, Carl and Gurtrude Lutz travelled to Jaffa in Palestine, which since 1922 had been administered as a territory of the British empire. Here Carl Lutz took up an appointment as a Swiss consular official while Gertrud worked alongside him, supplying (unpaid) clerical support. Between 1937 and 1939 they were relocated to Tel Aviv.  There Carl Lutz was placed in charge of diplomatic representation on behalf of several foreign countries including Germany. The consulate had an enormous increase in administrative work and having to coordinate with various Nazi agencies. It also involved dealing with a massive level of humanitarian and social work. In handling these responsibilities, the administrative abilities of Gertrud Lutz were highly useful. One of the largest tasks for Gertrud involved looking after the women, children and old people among the German citizens - many of them political or racial refugees - who had been interned in camps by the British authorities. Another major responsibility involved creating and sustaining contacts with large numbers of German Jews in the territory who had suddenly found themselves rendered stateless as a result of the Nuremberg Laws of 1935. In the autumn of 1940 Carl Lutz was posted to Switzerland. Gertrud remained, working closely with the British military authorities, and looking after the Jewish German women and children whom the British had identified as "enemy aliens" when the war broke out, and who continued to be detained in camps. She left Palestine to re-join her husband in October 1941. 

Between January 1942 and the spring of 1945 Gertrud Lutz lived with her husband in Budapest. At the time of their posting to Budapest, Hungary was allied to Germany. He ran his department of 18 consular staff from an office in the former United States embassy building.  The Germans invaded Hungary early in 1944, Lutz had used his vice-consular office in Budapest to issue approximately 5,000 exit visas to Jewish refugees desperate to emigrate to Palestine. By the time of the German invasion, he aided by his wife Gurtrude and helpers .... helped some 10,000 Jews to emigrate to Palestine". 

Between December 1944 and February 1945, during the 50-day Soviet blockade of Budapest, Carl and his wife Gertrud Lutz looked after "more than 50" people who were hidden in the basement of the Swiss embassy buildings, which included the pre-war Swiss embassy building but also the former embassies of states that were severing of direct diplomatic relations, being represented by the foreign interest section of the much expended Swiss diplomatic estate. The cellar of the burned out former British embassy building was being used to hide them. 

In April 1945 Carl and Gertrud Lutz returned to Switzerland. Carl Lutz "received an official reprimand for his actions in Budapest.”

Carl Lutz and his wife Gertrude were made Righteous Among the Nations by Israel’s Holocaust Remembrance Authority in 1965.  Carl Lutz was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk128148011][image: A close-up of a document

Description automatically generated]

Consul Lutz issued thousands of Schutzpässe (protective letters).  These Swiss documents were in fact honored by German SS authorities.  Lutz appeals to the other neutral legations in Budapest, including Sweden, Spain, Portugal, and the Vatican, for a united front against the deportations of the Hungarian Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk204597179][Tschuy, Theo. Carl Lutz und die Juden von Budapest. (Zurich: Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 1995). Tschuy, Theo. Dangerous Diplomacy. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2000).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 840, 849, 899, 978, 979, 1079-1082. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), pp. 89-90. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 227, 276-277, 282-284, 355, 366-369, 371. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 189, 194, 197-198, 200, 206, 212. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 258, 690, 703, 755, 924-925, 1232, 1251, 1444. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948), p. 163. Alexander Grossmann, Erinnerung an alten Generalkonsul Charles Lutz (Remembering the Late Consul General Emeritus Charles Lutz). Neue Zurcher Zeitung (New Zurich Newspaper), February 26, 1975. See also his Nur das Gewissen. Carl Lutz und seine Budapester Aktion. Geschichte und Portrat (Only the Conscience: Carl Lutz and His Activities in Budapest. History and Portrait) (Zurich: Verlag im Waldgut, 1986), 284 pp. For documentary resource materials relating to Lutz consult Bronia Klibanski’ s "Archives of the Swiss Consul General Charles Lutz." In: YVS, 14: 597-566.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97252837][bookmark: _Hlk192609122]
Giuseppe Agenore Magno, Honorary Consul for Portugal in Milan, Italy, 1941

Giuseppe Agenore Magno was from a prominent, wealthy Neapolitan family.  He was head of the Italian Immigration Service in Buenos Aires before the war.  He spoke Portuguese fluently and had a great appreciation of Portuguese culture and literature.  He even translated a number of Portuguese works into Italian.  Magno was appointed Honorary Consul for Portugal to Milan, Italy, in 1934 by Alfredo Casanova, the Portuguese Consul in Genoa.  Magno issued unauthorized visas to Jewish refugees in Milan.  He was reprimanded and removed from office by the Portuguese Foreign Ministry for issuing these visas.  

Magno, in spite of being relieved of his position, stayed at his posted and operated the consulate until he died on February 5, 1947.

“The discharge was seen by Consul Alfredo Casanova of Genoa, Magno’s superior in Italy, as an expression of human injustice. Casanova criticized Salazar for reacting negatively to the consular protection granted to Jews, defending them with empathy in personal letters he addressed to the dictator.”

“In one of the letters to Salazar, Casanova stated that the irregular granting of visas to Jews should be seen as a praiseworthy expression of humanity and not an act to be condemned. 

‘Mr. Agenore Magno did indeed grant some passports which I suppose were not quite regular, but...if he has transgressed, it was certainly because of his warm heart, his open and sound [liberal — A.M.] mind and not for dishonest reasons. There are transgressions which on certain occasions constitute facts which, according to my way of seeing and feeling, should be accorded a generous absolution, due to the tragic situations, such as were those of the Hebrews, human beings and most unhappy, ferociously murdered, robbed and persecuted for several years, just as if it were a hunt of furious dogs....I, in Barcelona, during the barbaric Marxist regime... granted 18 or 20 passports to foreign nuns. But I will be asked: were they legal? NO! But, my documents were the only way that the precious lives of these innocent ladies could have been saved.” 

“In commenting on the irregularity of his procedure during the Spanish civil war, when he saved nuns by falsifying their identifying details and names, Casanova indirectly defended Magno’s attitude to Jews on the principle that all means are justified in saving human lives.”

“I assure Your Excellency that, if the Law were to be applied rigorously and strictly to me, I would deserve a punishment for falsifying the truth, but as far as my conscience is concerned, I feel happy, proud and at ease. With Mr. Magno certainly the same case happened. There are transgressions, crimes, which being perfectly identical, but committed in certain and serious circumstances, are absolutely opposite. Some deserve a severe punishment while others are merited commendation and a great benevolence.”

[Milgram, Avraham. “Portugal, the Consuls, and the Jewish Refugees, 1938-1941.” Yad Vashem Studies, 27 (1999), pp. 151-153.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97252879][bookmark: _Hlk204597221][bookmark: _Hlk213440720][bookmark: _Hlk214632550]George Mandel-Mantello, Honorary First Secretary for El Salvador in Geneva, 1942-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214348272]See also Florian Manoliu* and José Arturo Castellanos* Carl Lutz* Moshe (Miklós) Krausz

George Mandel was born into an orthodox Jewish family in Romania in 1901.  Because of his business contacts, he was appointed honorary consul of El Salvador in Geneva in 1941.  As early as 1942, George Mandel-Mantello began issuing Salvadoran citizenship papers and documents to Jews in Nazi occupied Europe from his offices in Geneva.  Mantello worked closely with Jewish organizations and neutral legations to develop an elaborate network to distribute these life-saving papers, especially in Hungary.  Many of these were blank forms that could be filled out by the recipients.  Mantello spent thousands of dollars of his own money covering the costs of issuing these life-saving documents.  Mantello also was largely responsible for the widespread dissemination of the Auschwitz Protocols in Europe.  For this, he was briefly jailed by Swiss government officials for violating Swiss neutrality.
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The (1477) possessors of the certificates were considered foreign nationals and thus exempted from the general anti-Jewish decrees. 288 Some complications arose over the fact that El Salvador had no neutral nation to look after its interests in Hungary. 289 (The Swiss, and later the Swedish, representatives in Budapest had assumed that role somewhat informally.)  Mantello was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214348407]Yad Vashem citation:

“In 1941 Castellanos became Salvadoran consul in Geneva. During this time Castellanos decided to deviate from his instructions. His consulate provided citizenship certificates to thousands of Jews in occupied Europe in an effort to protect them from deportation. The citizenship papers were given to Jews who had no connection whatsoever to El Salvador and who didn’t even speak a word of Spanish. Such documents, issued by neutral countries, provided a certain protection and were therefore life-saving. This rescue operation was a joint effort of Castellanos and George Mandel, a Hungarian Jewish businessman, who had assumed a Spanish-sounding version of his last name, “Mantello”. Mandel-Mantello had met José Arturo Castellanos in the years leading up to World War II, and after Castellanos was named El Salvador’s Consul-General in Geneva, he appointed Mantello, to serve as the Consulate’s first secretary. With the consent of Castellanos, George Mantello issued documents identifying thousands of European Jews as citizens of El Salvador. The papers were sent to Jews in France and other occupied countries, and starting in 1944 to Jews in Hungary. In May 1944 El Salvador’s government changed and the new president aligned himself with other western countries that were active in rescuing the Jews in Hungary. From that point on Castellanos received his country’s support for his rescue activity. On 3 May 2010 Yad Vashem recognized Jose Arturo Castellanos as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Kranzler, David. The Man Who Stopped the Trains to Auschwitz George Mantello, El Salvador, and Switzerland’s Finest Hour. (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2000). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 712-715, 729, 951, 978-979, 1079, 1109, 1120. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 228-229. Kranzler, David. Thy Brother’s Blood: The Orthodox Jewish Response During the Holocaust. (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 1987), pp. 203-215. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 189-191, 249, 254.]


[bookmark: _Hlk97252919][bookmark: _Hlk174609455][bookmark: _Hlk67126835][image: A person in a suit and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk214632579]Florian Manoliu,* Romanian Diplomat in Bern, Switzerland

[bookmark: _Hlk214348617][bookmark: _Hlk214348770]See also George Mandel Mantello vice-Consul Carl Lutz* Colonel José Arturo Castellanos* Moshe (Miklós) Krausz

[bookmark: _Hlk214348467]Romanian diplomat Florian Manoliu (? – 1974) worked George Mandel Mantello vice-Consul Carl Lutz and with other diplomats in saving Jews from deportation from Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212827312]“Florian Manoliu, a diplomat who had already served for 18 years in the Romanian Foreign Service, was opposed Nazism and the pro-Nazi line adopted by his country’s government under the leadership of Ion Antonescu. In 1941, when he was an economic counselor in the Romanian Embassy in Vichy France, he was stopped by the Germans on the border between the two parts of the country with classified material that he was taking to the Turkish Legation in Vichy. For this breach of explicit German orders, he was reprimanded by the Romanian Foreign Ministry and recalled to Romania. There, as a member of the Foreign Ministry’s economic department, he worked to limit the business relations between Romania and Germany. From July 1943 until September 1944, Florian Manoliu was the economic counselor in the Rumanian Embassy in Bern, Switzerland. He took advantage of his position to liaise between Iuliu Maniu, the leader of the National Peasant Party, who headed the opposition to Ion Antonescu, and the former Romanian Foreign Minister, Grigore Gafencu, now a political exile in Switzerland and an activist against the Fascist government in his homeland. This activity was enabled thanks to Florian’s friendship with the Romanian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Mihai Antonescu, who at that stage no longer believed in a German victory. With a view to the postwar world, he sought an alibi for himself and accordingly allowed the regime’s opponents freedom of action.”

In 1944 he became involved in the effort to halt the deportation of Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz. Mantello sent his friend, a diplomat from Romania, Florian Manoliu, to Hungary, in order to find out what was happening there. Manoliu went to Budapest, obtained reports from Hungarian Orthodox Jew Moshe Krausz with the help of Swiss vice-Consul Carl Lutz on June 19, 1944, and immediately returned with the reports to Geneva. One of the reports was probably Rabbi Chaim Michael Dov Weissmandl's abridged 5-page version of the full 33-page Auschwitz Protocols: both the Vrba–Wetzler report and Rosin-Mordowicz report. The reports described in detail the operations of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. The second report was a 6-page Hungarian release that detailed the ghettoization and deportation, town by town, of the 435,000 Hungarian Jews, updated to June 19, 1944, to Auschwitz. 

[image: ]

The report's publication and large scale very vocal protests in Switzerland resulted in extensive press coverage, and world leaders issued appeals and warnings to Hungary's Regent, Miklós Horthy, and the mass transports by Hungary, which had been deporting 12,000 Jews every day since 15 May 1944, mostly ended on July 9, 1944, pursuant to Horthy's order issued on July 7. 

He also worked to distribute various protective papers, including those of George Mandel Mantello.  He was awarded Righteous Among the Nations status in 2001.  He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214348513]Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/9160:

[bookmark: _Hlk214348897]“Florian Manoliu, a diplomat who had already served for 18 years in the Romanian Foreign Service, was opposed Nazism and the pro-Nazi line adopted by his country’s government under the leadership of Ion Antonescu. In 1941, when he was an economic counselor in the Romanian Embassy in Vichy France, he was stopped by the Germans on the border between the two parts of the country with classified material that he was taking to the Turkish Legation in Vichy. For this breach of explicit German orders, he was reprimanded by the Romanian Foreign Ministry and recalled to Romania. There, as a member of the Foreign Ministry’s economic department, he worked to limit the business relations between Romania and Germany. From July 1943 until September 1944, Florian Manoliu was the economic counselor in the Rumanian Embassy in Bern, Switzerland. He took advantage of his position to liaise between Iuliu Maniu, the leader of the National Peasant Party, who headed the opposition to Ion Antonescu, and the former Romanian Foreign Minister, Grigore Gafencu, now a political exile in Switzerland and an activist against the Fascist government in his homeland. This activity was enabled thanks to Florian’s friendship with the Romanian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Mihai Antonescu, who at that stage no longer believed in a German victory. With a view to the postwar world, he sought an alibi for himself and accordingly allowed the regime’s opponents freedom of action. In 1943, George Mandel-Mantello, a Jew, who was the First Secretary in the El Salvador consulate in Geneva and was active in rescuing Jews, began issuing El Salvador documents to protect Jews under German occupation who were in danger of deportation. Following a request by the United States to Switzerland, which represented American interests in Hungary, the Swiss Legation in Budapest recognized the documents issued by Mandel-Mantello. His aim was to transfer about a thousand such documents to Budapest Jews via his friend, Florian Manoliu. The latter sought permission to pass through Hungary on his way to home leave, because as a diplomat he would not be subject to border inspections and would be able to deliver the documents. Mandel-Mantello also asked Florian to find out what he could about the situation of the Jews of Transylvania, and in particular about the fate of his parents, who lived in the city of Besztece, annexed to Hungary (today Bistriţa, Romania). In May 1944, Florian received a permit to pass through Hungary. However, the Germans, suspicious of him, arrested him in Vienna and sent him to Berlin for further questioning. At the time of his arrest, he managed to transfer the diplomatic bag with the El Salvador papers to the Romanian Ambassador to Vienna, who was at the train station to meet him. A week later, following the intercession of the Romanian authorities, Florian Manoliu was released, reclaimed the bag, and set out for Besztece, in explicit violation of the conditions of the travel permit he had received from the Germans. He reached Besztece on June 10 but did not find one Jew there, as the entire Jewish population had been deported to Auschwitz. He then proceeded to Budapest, where he gave most of Mandel-Mantello’s papers to the Swiss Consul-General, Carl Lutz, who was working to rescue Hungarian Jews. Florian also made contact with Moshe (Miklós) Krausz, who represented the Jewish Agency in Budapest and operated from the Swiss Consulate under Lutz’s protection. Through Florian Manoliu, Krausz sent the Vrba-Wetzler Auschwitz Protocol to Chaim Pozner, Head of the Immigration (Aliyah) Department of the Jewish Agency operating in Geneva, informing him about the mass murders being perpetrated at Auschwitz. On June 21, 1944, Florian returned to Switzerland and passed on the reports he had been given by Krausz to Chaim Pazner, a senior Jewish Agency official in Geneva, and to Mandel-Mantello, whom he also informed about the fate of his parents and of Transylvanian Jewry as a whole. Florian helped Mandel-Mantello confirm the information by appearing before the Swiss-Hungarian Committee in Switzerland with the aim of making the reports about the murder of the Jews known worldwide. Florian Manoliu put himself at risk a number of times to rescue Jews and disseminate information about the Nazis’ murder program. After the war, Florian was ordered to join the ruling Communist Party in Romania. When he refused, his career effectively came to a halt, and in July 1947 he was arrested and his property confiscated. Florian Manoliu left his homeland and with his diplomatic passport reached Prague and from there to Switzerland, where he asked for political asylum. Half a year later, he moved with his family to Italy and from there to Argentina, where he became a university lecturer, reaching the rank of professor. Florian Manoliu died in 1974. On July 12, 2001, Yad Vashem recognized Florian Manoliu as Righteous Among the Nations.

[Kranzler, David. The Man Who Stopped the Trains to Auschwitz George Mantello, El Salvador, and Switzerland’s Finest Hour. (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2000), pp. 82-94, 176-177, 283 n.i, 183-184. Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 712, 1120.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97622640][bookmark: _Hlk195629264]
[bookmark: _Hlk214462534]Simón Margel, Clerk in the Consulate General of Argentina in Budapest and Employee of the Swedish Legation in Budapest

Simón Margel was a Polish Jew and a refugee in Hungary who worked as a Clerk in the Argentine Consulate General in Budapest.  After the Nazi persecutions of Jews began in 1944, Margel requested permission to immigrate to Argentina.  The Consul General at the time refused to give Margel protection or immigration documentation.  Margel then volunteered as an employee of the Swedish legation in Budapest.  From his position in the Swedish legation, he issued more than 250 diplomatic protective papers to “presumed Argentine Jews.”  The Argentine Foreign Ministry later condemned Margel for “overstepping his authority.”

[Feierstein, Daniel and Miguel Galante. “Argentina and the Holocaust: The conceptions and policies of Argentine diplomacy, 1933-1945.” Yad Vashem Studies, 27 (1999), 188-189.]




[bookmark: _Hlk214462505][bookmark: _Hlk214530804]Elek* and Klara Mathe*, International Committee of the Red Cross

[bookmark: _Hlk214530888]9. Born's closest associates in the Budapest office included Col Wehner, Arthur Karasz, Edit Tolgyessy, Daisy Daranyi, Elek and Klara Mathe, and Aliz Herceg. The IRC's economic bureau was headed by Jozsef Gal, the hospital bureau by Emo Teleki, and the doctors’ commission by Dr. Boldizsar Horvath. For details on the IRC structure, see Friedrich Born, op. cit., pp. 54-55.  

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981 p. 1482.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214260713][bookmark: _Hlk214349610]Pacifico Marchesini* Italian Diplomat in the Hague Zuidholland, the Netherlands
Marchesini Pacifico* (December 13, 1910-November 5, 1978)
Recognized by Yad Vashem February 25, 2020, file M.31.2/13959
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[bookmark: _Hlk214462453]Stanisław Mazurek* the private secretary of Stanisław Patek, the Polish ambassador to Japan and a senator in the Polish parliament. 

See also Stanisław Patek, the Polish ambassador to Japan

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/3736:

“Before the war, Stanisław Mazurek* (1908-?) had been the private secretary of Stanisław Patek, the Polish ambassador to Japan and a senator in the Polish parliament. During the German occupation, Mazurek and Patek lived in the same apartment in Warsaw, and Mazurek began to work to save Jews immediately after the establishment of the ghetto in the city. Sent by his former employer, Mazurek entered the ghetto with food provisions, money and medicine for the senator’s Jewish friends, including Leon Berenson, a renowned attorney in prewar Poland. During the large-scale deportation in the summer of 1942, Mazurek, of his own volition, rushed to the aid of Maryla Dąb, a young attorney. He helped her escape from the ghetto and then hid her in his apartment for a few days. He continued to extend his assistance to her even after she left to hide in other places. She continued to visit him and after the war, remained in Poland. Everything Mazurek did to save persecuted Jews was motivated by pure altruism, and he never asked for or received anything in return for his efforts. After he was recognized as a Righteous Among the Nations, Mazurek visited in Israel. On December 28, 1987, Yad Vashem recognized Stanisław Mazurek as Righteous Among the Nations. File 3736.”
[bookmark: _Hlk160641244][bookmark: _Hlk139329654][bookmark: _Hlk212827431]
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Roswell McClelland, Marjorie McClelland, American Friends Service Committee (Quakers), France, 1940-41, War Refugee Board 1944-1945

[bookmark: _Hlk214260759]Roswell M. McClelland, (USA), American Friends Service Committee, (AFSC) Southern France (later WRB representative, Geneva, Switzerland, 1944-1945). 

[bookmark: _Hlk160641296]Roswell McClelland (January 25, 1914 - May 6, 1995) was a volunteer with the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) a relief agency operating in Europe in the early part of the war. Roswell and Marjorie came to France to aid people interned in several refugee camps in southern France. By 1942 many refugee organizations realized that Jews were the most endangered group among the diverse nationalities and ethnicities that made up the refugee population. They became involved in helping refugees escape France. The protection and escape, legal or illegal, of Jewish children became the top priority.  The McClelland’s moved to Marseille, where they worked for the AFSC office. Roswell McClelland organized, among other things, an aid project for the inmates of the Les Milles internment camp.  He became friends with his compatriot Noel Field, who worked in Marseille for the Unitarian Service Committee, an aid organization with similar goals. Later, he would support Field's dangerous relief efforts in France, among other things by arranging funds. In the late summer of 1942, the McClelland’s moved to Geneva, where they jointly took over the management of the AFSC office there. 

[image: ]

They were successful in helping Jews escape Nazi and French authorities in Southern France.  

[bookmark: _Hlk213438411][bookmark: _Hlk213438527]“In April 1944, McClelland was appointed the representative of the War Refugee Board (WRB) in Geneva, Switzerland. He was in part accredited to the US State Department.  One of his first projects for the War Refugee Board was the administration of a ten-million-dollar fund for relief activities of the International Red Cross. The fund, established at the initiative of the World Jewish Congress, was supported by the United States and the United Kingdom.  Problems included the poor availability of goods that had to be purchased in neutral countries for relief packages.  Roswell McClelland was a contact person for many Jewish refugees who sought his assistance in rescuing their endangered relatives.  He was responsible for the project to issue 5,000 visas for emigration to the United States to refugee children who arrived in Switzerland after January 1, 1944.” 

He was involved in numerous rescue activities, including the negotiation with SS official Kurt Becher for the release of Jewish internees in concentration camps at the end of the war in March and April 1945.  

“McClelland played an important role in the dissemination of the Auschwitz Protocols, authentic reports from the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, whose authenticity he did not doubt despite his unclear authorship. He personally translated them from German into English, checked the calculations contained therein, and improved their linguistic clarity and effectiveness. He sent the protocols to the headquarters of the War Refugee Board in Washington, DC.” McClelland proposed that the Allied air forces bomb the rail lines from Hungary to the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. 

“In the spring of 1945, Roswell McClelland spent much of his time planning the escape of refugees from the Bergen-Belsen and Theresienstadt concentration camps. His last major project for the War Refugee Board was how to keep surviving concentration camp inmates alive until liberation. On July 31, 1945, he concluded his work for the War Refugee Board with a comprehensive final report.”

He was awarded the Constructive Dissent Award by the American Foreign Service Association in 2025.

[Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 122, 157, 459, 953, 1253, 1596. Wyman, David S. The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust, 1941-1945. (New York: Pantheon, 1984), pp. 36, 232-233, 237, 245-250, 284-286, 289, 294, 324. Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 330-332, 358-359, 372-373, 381, 383. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 187, 191, 202, 208-211, 213, 218, 223, 234, 236, 258, 260-261, 263, 277. Hurwitz, Ariel. “The struggle over the creation of the War Refugee Board (WRB).”  Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 6 (1991), 17-31.  Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 220, 397, 404, 406, 412-415, 420, 422-424, 429-430.  American Friends Service Committee Archive, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.  American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Historic Archives, New York City.  HIAS-HICEM Archives, YIVO, New York City.  War Refugee Board Papers and Files, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library (FDRL), Hyde Park, New York.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk158643017]
[bookmark: _Hlk172533895][bookmark: _Hlk97253007]James Grover McDonald, League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

James McDonald (November 29, 1886 – September 25, 1964) became the Chairman of the Foreign Policy Association in New York in 1919.  He served the Association until 1933.  At that time, McDonald was appointed as head of the newly-created League of Nations Office of High Commissioner for Refugees in Germany.  His appointment as an American Commissioner to the League was ironic since America did not belong to the world organization.  His efforts on behalf of Jewish refugees found little support in either the US State Department or the British or French Foreign Offices.  Throughout the war, McDonald supported the rescue of refugees through immigration to the United States.  These policies were continually opposed by the State Department.  During his tenure, McDonald supported the Zionist cause, partially as a result of his close ties with Chaim Weizmann and his deputy director Norman Bentwich. McDonald met with the Central British Fund for German Jewry (now World Jewish Relief) frequently to discuss emigration proposals for German Jews.  
[bookmark: _Hlk170551910]McDonald became frustrated with the lack of support and compassion he encountered during his appointment as High Commissioner for Refugees (Jewish and Others). After being unable to find new homes for numerous displaced Jewish refugees, McDonald resigned his post on December 27, 1935. McDonald was a member of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on Palestine set up in December 1945 to explore the possibilities for settlement of European Jews in Palestine. Its final report in April 1946, called for the immediate admission into Palestine of 100,000 Jewish Displaced Persons. 
After the war, he was appointed the first American Ambassador to Israel, a position he held until 1951.  
[Breitman, Richard, Advocate for the Doomed, 2007.  London, L. Whitehall and the Jews, 1933-1948: British immigration policy, Jewish refugees and the Holocaust, pp. 83-84. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 204, 455, 954-956, 1187, 1237. Feingold, Henry. The Politics of Rescue: The Roosevelt Administration and the Holocaust, 1938-1944. (New Brunswick, NJ: (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1970), pp. 14, 18, 25-26, 31, 52, 76, 80, 92, 127, 139, 142, 144-147, 152, 156, 160, 162-164, 213, 286.  Wyman, David S. The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust, 1941-1945. (New York: Pantheon, 1984), pp. 45-46, 315. Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 148, 160, 167-168, 171, 187-190, 205, 209, 211, 295-296, 303. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 69, 113, 248, 250.  His papers were donated to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97253137][bookmark: _Hlk67126963]
[bookmark: _Hlk213440808]Dr. Aristides de Sousa Mendes do Amaral e Abranches* Portuguese Consul General in Bordeaux, France, 1938 - June 1941

Aristides De Sousa Mendes* (July 19, 1885 – April 3, 1954) was from a prominent Portuguese family.  His father had been of nobility and served in the Portuguese supreme court.  For a short period, his brother, Cesar, had been the Foreign Minister of Portugal.  Mendes was a career diplomat. He was the Consul General for Portugal in Bordeaux, France.  As the German army approached Paris, Bordeaux and other southern French cities were overrun by desperate refugees. 

[image: ]

Rabbi, Chaim Kruger and Council General Sousa Mendes

“One of these was a Hassidic Rabbi, Chaim Kruger, originally from Poland but more recently from Brussels, escaping with his wife and five children. Kruger and Sousa Mendes met by chance in Bordeaux, and quickly became friends.  Mendes offered a visa to the Kruger family in defiance of Portuguese Diplomatic Circular 14. In response, Kruger took a moral stand and refused to accept the visa unless all of his "brothers and sisters" (the mass of Jewish refugees stranded on the streets of Bordeaux) received visas too. Kruger's response plunged Sousa Mendes into a moral crisis.  In mid-June, Sousa Mendes emerged from his seclusion, impelled by "a divine power," with his decision made. According to his son Pedro Nuno, "My father got up, and announced in a loud voice: 'From now on I'm giving everyone visas. There will be no more nationalities, races or religions.' Then our father told us that he had heard a voice, that of his conscience or of God, which dictated to him what course of action he should take, and that everything was clear in his mind." 

Between June 17 and 19, 1940, he issued thousands of life-saving Portuguese visas for Jews and other refugees.  Mendes defied the orders of António de Oliveira Salazar's regime.

“After Bordeaux was bombed by the Wehrmacht on the night of 19–20 June 1940, the demand for Portuguese visas intensified, not only in Bordeaux but also in Bayonne, nearer to the Spanish border. Sousa Mendes rushed to the Portuguese Consulate in Bayonne, which was under his jurisdiction, to relieve the consul Faria Machado, who was refusing to grant visas to the crush of refugees. In issuing visas at the Bayonne consulate, Sousa Mendes was aided by the Bayonne vice-consul, Manuel de Vieira Braga.

“Sousa Mendes continued on to Hendaye to assist there, thus narrowly missing two cablegrams from Lisbon sent on 22 June to Bordeaux, ordering him to stop even as France's armistice with Germany became official. Sousa Mendes ordered the honorary Portuguese vice-consul in Toulouse, Emile Gissot, to issue transit visas to all who applied


Lajos Nagybaczoni-Nagy* Scottish Mission, Swedish Legation

See also Raoul Wallenberg*

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/7323:

Lajos Nagybaczoni-Nagy was a Protestant minister who lived in Budapest with his wife, Margit. He worked to save Jews within the framework of the Scottish Mission, in the city’s sixth district. Under Nagy’s direction, the mission took in many children together with their mothers. Some of these were converts to Christianity and some were Jewish. During the summer of 1944, when it seemed that converted Jews would be treated differently from other Jews, Nagy was willing to provide certificates of baptism for the Jews under his care. He produced the certificates hoping to save lives, without requiring the Jews to go through the period of study or the examination that was officially required. Throughout the period, Nagy never kept a list of the Jews to whom he had provided baptism certificates, nor did he report their names or addresses to the church, as was required for the registration of converts. After the Arrow Cross party came to power in October 1944, the mission building was flooded with people seeking refuge. Most of the building’s residents were children who were under the protection of the Swedish embassy. In December, Hungarian policemen arrived at the building and announced that Swedish protection was no longer valid, and that all the Jewish residents were to be transferred to the main ghetto. Some residents of the mission managed to escape, but many were taken to the ghetto. Using identity papers belonging to his wife and his own children, Nagy managed to have children released from the ghetto. Initially, he hid some of the children in his apartment, and later, with the help of Raoul Wallenberg*, found them places in the Swedish protected houses until the liberation. The contact between Nagy and his survivors, including Marianna Faragó, Ferenc Tamás, and Anna and Tamás Gyarmaty continued after the war. They remained in touch even after Nagy moved to the United States. On October 23, 1996, Yad Vashem recognized Lajos Nagybaczoni-Nagy as Righteous Among the Nations.
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Visa issued by Aristides de Sousa Mendes from his office in 1940

Mendes saved the entire royal Habsburg family, including the crown prince and Empress Zita.  In addition, he saved the entire Belgian cabinet in exile.  Mendes personally conducted hundreds of Jewish refugees across a border checkpoint on the Spanish frontier.  All of his life saving activities were done against the orders and policies of Portugal.  

During disciplinary hearings Menes stated:

 “It was indeed my aim to save all those people whose suffering was indescribable: some had lost their spouses, others had no news of missing children, others had seen their loved ones succumb to the German bombings which occurred every day and did not spare the terrified refugees... There was another aspect that should not be overlooked: the fate of many people if they fell into the hands of the enemy... eminent people of many countries with whom we have always been on excellent terms: statesmen, ambassadors and ministers, generals and other high officers, professors, men of letters,... officers from armies of countries that had been occupied, Austrians, Czechs and Poles, who would be shot as rebels; there were also many Belgians, Dutch, French, Luxembourgers and even English.... Many were Jews who were already persecuted and sought to escape the horror of further persecution. Finally, an endless number of women attempting to avoid being at the mercy of Teutonic sensuality. I could not differentiate between nationalities as I was obeying the dictates of humanity that distinguish between neither race nor nationality; as for the charge of dishonorable conduct, when I left Bayonne, I was applauded by hundreds of people, and through me it was Portugal that was being honored.”

He was fired by his government and lost all of his property.  He died in poverty in Lisbon in 1954.  In November of 1995, Portugal posthumously restored his career and awarded him a special medal for saving lives. De Sousa Mendes was declared Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1967.  He was the first diplomat to be so honored. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Fralon, José-Alain, translated by Peter Graham. A Good Man in Evil Times: Aristides de Sousa Mendes – The Unknown Hero Who Saved Countless Lives in World War II. (New York: Viking, 2000). Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Spared Lives: The Actions of Three Portuguese Diplomats in World War II. (Portugal: Diplomatic Institute, 2000). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 1280, 1381-1382. Milgram, Avraham. “Portugal, the Consuls, and the Jewish Refugees, 1938-1941.” Yad Vashem Studies, 27 (1999), pp. 123-155.]


[bookmark: _Hlk97253239][bookmark: _Hlk170552558]Captain Lucillo Merci, Italian Army, Stationed at Italian Consulate in Salonika, Greece, 1942-43?

Captain Lucillo Merci was the military liaison stationed at the Italian consulate in Salonika, Greece.  On numerous occasions, he rescued Jews by moving them across the border from the German to the Italian zone of occupation.  Merci would also go into German detention camps armed with Italian citizenship papers provided by consular officials.  He would then have Jews released to his custody.  He worked closely with other members of the consulate to rescue Jews.  Merci’s diary of his experiences in Salonika were published by Yad Vashem in Israel.

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 614. Carpi, 1990, p. 614. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 156-157. Steinberg, 1990, p. 99. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293-323.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97271976][bookmark: _Hlk170553084]Gustavo Orlandini, Italian Consul General in Paris, 1940-1942

General Gustavo Orlandini was the Italian Consul General stationed in Paris in 1940-1942.  As early as October 1940, Orlandini sought to protect the property rights of French Jews of Italian ancestry in the occupied zone.  Without authorization, Orlandini intervened with German authorities to free Italian Jews who had been arrested in Paris.  He also obtained the release of Italian Jews who had been arrested and were detained at the Drancy transit camp pending deportation to Auschwitz.  Orlandini also issued travel documents that allowed Italian Jews who would have faced almost certain death to leave France.  Eventually, many of them repatriated to Italy.  Orlandini asked the Italian foreign ministry to rule in favor of helping Italian Jews throughout France.  They replied favorably to Orlandini’s recommendations.  He also sent numerous reports to the Italian foreign ministry regarding the actions against Jews, especially as it would affect former Italian Jews.  Orlandini also protected Jews from having to wear the Star of David. From September 1943 to February 1944, he was imprisoned in Vittel and Salsomaggiore. He returned to service at the Foreign Ministry in 1946. He ended his career in 1963, after having served in Rabat, Lyon and Port au Prince

[Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Carpi, 1994, pp. 21-26, 32-37, 44, 54-62, 64, 256n.7, 261n.56. Poznanski, 2001, pp. 385-386.]


[bookmark: _Hlk97271589][bookmark: _Hlk137313369]Eitel Friedrich Möllhausen, German Acting Consul General in Rome, 1943

Eitel Friedrich Möllhausen (1913-1988). Although he was not a member of the Nazi Party, on the eve of the war in 1939, due to his linguistic skills, he became a diplomat in the Foreign Ministry.

He became the chargé d'affaires German in Rome, Italy, after the Consul General had been seriously injured in an automobile accident. Möllhausen helped thwart a plan by Himmler to deport all of Rome’s Jews in September 1943.  

When Nazi Germany occupied Rome two days after the Italian surrender on September 8, 1943, 8,000 Italian Jews were in Rome, one-fifth of all Jews in Italy. Many Jews had moved south after the Allied landing, hoping to find safety from Nazi persecution. The German military commander of Rome, General Reiner Stahel, was initially wary that any action against the Jews of Rome would draw condemnation from Pope Pius XII, of which he had been warned by Bishop Alois Hudal, rector of the German church in Rome. Stahel decided against ordering deportation without official authority from the German foreign ministry. 

German chargé d'affaires Möllhausen understood that the deportation of the Jews would mean that they would be murdered.  Möllhausen approached German Field Marshall Kesselring to help him to stop the planned deportation.  Kesselring supported Möllhausen.  As a result, many Jews were spared deportation. Möllhausen even wired German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop on October 9, personally to try to rescind the order to deport the Jews of Rome. Möllhausen used the term “liquidate” in his personal telegram to Ribbentrop.  Ribbentrop was furious over Möllhausen’s use of the word “liquidate,” and reprimanded Möllhausen for his indiscretion.  The Italian police in Rome, Italy, did not participate in the arrests of Jews, and the general public objected and resisted such arrests. For these reasons, a majority of the Jews in Rome avoided arrest and survived the Holocaust, often hiding in the Vatican or other Catholic institutions. 

[Katz, Robert. Black Sabbath: A Journey Through a Crime Against Humanity. (Toronto: MacMillan, 1969), pp. 53-65, 135-139. Möllhausen, Eitel Friedrich. Die Gebrochene Achse [The Broken Axis].  (Luxembourg: Alpha Verlag, 1949). Möllhausen, Eitel Friedrich. Il giuoco è fatto! (Florence, 1951).  Rahn, Rudolph. Ruheloses Leben: Aufzeichnungen und Erinnerungen [Restless Life: Reflections and Memories]. (Dusseldorf: Diederichs Verlag, 1949). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 1301. Michaelis, Meir. Mussolini and the Jews: German-Italian Relations and the Jewish Question in Italy, 1922-1945. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), pp. 351, 354, 362-366, 369.  Zimmerman, Joshua D., Jews in Italy under Falist and Nazi Rule, 1922-1945, Cambridge University Press, NY, 2005, pp. 224-242.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214462295]Dr. Alexander (Sándor) Nathan-Nátán (1907-1971), Swiss Legation, Hatzioni Haclali’im, Budapest Hungary

Dr. Alexander Nathan worked with Simcha Hunwald, where they headed a special section of the Swiss Legation at the “Glass House” on Vadasz Street that issued and distributed Swiss protective passes.  Often hundreds of these papers would be issued to desperate Jews in a single day.  Nathan was responsible for ordering and having the papers prepared and signed by Consul Lutz.  Any delays were a life-and-death matter.  Nathan expanded the operation by renting an additional building next to the Glass House to protect more than 1,000 additional Jews.

[Cohen, Asher, The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York), 1986, pp. 129, 190, 193, 194, 240. Gur 2007. P. 180. Gur, David. Brothers for Resistance and Rescue. The Underground Zionist Youth Movement in Hungary During World War II. (Gefen Books, 2007).]


[bookmark: _Hlk97271731]Emilio Neri, Italian Consul General in Salonika, Greece, 1942-43?

The Italian Consul General in Salonika, Emilio Neri, saved many Jews by transferring them from the German to the Italian zone of occupation in Greece.  He put these Jews in contact with Greek railway workers who hid them in transport cars carrying freight to Athens.  In the Italian zone, Jews were given falsified identity documents.  Neri would put Jewish refugees on military convoys and would often dress them in Italian military uniforms.  Neri worked closely with an Italian officer, Captain Lucillo Merci, who would also move Jews across the border between the two zones.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 614. Carpi, 1990, p. 614. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97271764][bookmark: _Hlk171063941]
[bookmark: _Hlk214531009]Asta Nilsson, Representative of the Swedish Red Cross, Budapest, 1944-45

See Valdemar* and Nina Langlet*, Hans Weyermann

[bookmark: _Hlk171068150][bookmark: _Hlk171068282]Asta Nilsson was a relative of King Gustav of Sweden.  In 1944, Nilsson volunteered for an extremely dangerous mission in Budapest, Hungary.  Nilsson worked with the Swedish Red Cross with Valdemar and Nina Langlet and Hans Weyermann charge of the International Red Cross.  Also working with the Hungarian Red Cross, they set up children’s homes in Budapest. In Budapest, Nilsson was active in saving and protecting Jewish children as part of the Swedish “Save the Children” organization. In addition, several hospices were organized. In total they had 3,000 wards in their care. All the accommodation as well as a number of food stations were supplied with food and necessities. Seven Catholic convents and two monasteries also came under the Swedish Red Cross protection, hiding hundreds of people within them. When the Arrow Cross raided some of the children’s protected institutions on December 14, 1944, they arrested Nilsson and Valdemar and Nina Langlet, took them to the Arrow Cross headquarters where they were beaten and interrogated.  Nilsson was later released with the intervention of Swedish Ambassador Danielsson and Raoul Wallenberg.    

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981).  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 258, 1439. Anger, Per. Translated by David Mel Paul and Margareta Paul. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1981), pp. 52, 55, 58, 78f, 80,136. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 93. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 364, 392. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948). Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), p. 72. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997), pp. 36, 38, 116.]
[image: LASZLO OSCZKAY WITH SON GYORGY]

László Ocskay with his son Gyorgy

László Ocskay*, Swedish Legation, Section T International Committee of the Red Cross

Vad Vashem citation M.31.2/7587:

László Ocskay (May 5, 1893 – March 27, 1966) was born in Pozsony (Bratislava, Slovakia) in 1893 into an aristocratic family. He became a professional soldier. When he was wounded in World War I, he was declared unfit for further military service. In the interwar period, the American Socony-Vacuum Company employed him in Budapest. In World War II, he reported for voluntary military service with the rank of captain. He was assigned as the commander of the so-called clothes collecting Forced Laborer Company no. 101/359. After the Szálasi take-over, the company was stationed in Budapest – first in the building of the head offices of the Neolog Jewish Community of Pest at Síp Street, then in the building of the Jewish High School on Abonyi Street. Ocskay would accept into his company fleeing forced laborers and Jewish men who had escaped deportation and give them official Hungarian military forced laborer documents. On several occasions, he took them in together with their family members. Ocskay repeatedly assigned people from among his forced laborers to work for Raoul Wallenberg*, the secretary of the Swedish Embassy, who employed them in various rescue operations. Working for the so-called T(ransport)-Department operating under the aegis of the International Red Cross, the forced laborers, for example, distributed food to the children’s homes and to the houses protected by the Swedish embassy. The offices of the T-Department were officially situated in Ocskay’s home at no. 16 Benczúr Street. By January 1945, about 2,000 Jews (family members included) were “assigned” to Ocskay’s forced laborer company. They were all put up in the building of the Jewish High School on Abonyi Street, survived the war, and were liberated there. Several times, Ocskay with soldiers under his command chased off Arrow Cross men, who were trying to break into the school building. Besides saving the forced laborers and their relatives, Ocskay also hid a small group of Jews in the cellar of his own home. During the final days of the siege of Budapest, Raoul Wallenberg was also hiding there. Wallenberg and his Jewish driver, engineer Vilmos Langfelder, met the first Soviet soldier, Sergeant Dmitrijenko, in László Ocskay’s house on January 16, 1945. After the war, Ocskay left Hungary for Austria, and from there, he immigrated to the U.S.A. together with his family. He died in Kingston, New York, in 1966. On March 25, 2002, Yad Vashem recognized László Ocskay as Righteous Among the Nations.


[bookmark: _Hlk214462122]Sholom [Sándor] Offenbach [ Pffenbach], (1899-1958), Treasurer of the Budapest Relief and Rescue Committee, (Va’adat Ezra ve-ha Hatzala be-Budapest), Department A International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Halutz Resistance leader, Ihud Mapai 

Worked with Ottó Komoly head of Department A of the Red Cross. In charge of fund raising to support children’s homes in Budapest. He used the facilities of Department A to take care of 1,000 Jewish refugees, of whom 700-800 were Polish, 70-80 Yugoslavian and several hundred Slovakian.  Offenbach worked with Dr. Osterweil, a Jewish refugee from Poland who helped approximately a hundred Jewish orphans from Poland.

[bookmark: _Hlk205969990][bookmark: _Hlk214531234][bookmark: _Hlk214531452][bookmark: _Hlk214531400]198. Among Komoly’s closest associates in Department A were the members of the Budapest Vaada (Hansi Brand, Sholem Offenbach, Kasztner, and Biss) as well as Sandor Groszmann, Dezso Billitzer, Andras Beregi, and Andras Fenyo. For a more nearly complete list of Department A's members, its organizational structure (together with the location of the various administrative units), and the hospitals it administered (as well as the physicians associated with them), see Born, Bericht, pp. 57-61. 

199. For further details on Komoly's background and activities, see the bibliographical references listed in B-A, p. 906. 
[bookmark: _Hlk205969953]
[bookmark: _Hlk207972713][Biss, Andre. A Million Jews to Save. (London: Hutchinson, 1973) pp. 53, 70, 89, 90, 93-94, 95-96, 217, 218, 220. Lèvai, Eugene (Jenő), Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry (Zurich: The Central European Times, 1948), p., Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981 p. 570, 1265, 1268, 1270, 1302, 1341, 1350, 1566, Cohen, Asher, translated by Carl Alpert. The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (New York: Social Science Monographs, Boulder, and Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York, 1986) p. 101, 125, 126, 173, 183, 197, Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 122, Lèvai, Eugene (Jeno), Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry (Zurich: The Central European Times, 1948).]


Father Henri Van Oostayen* Jesuit Society (Compagnie de Jésus) chaplain in the Red Cross,

Father Henri Van Oostayen* (? – April 1, 1945) belonged to the Jesuit Society (Compagnie de Jésus), and served as chaplain in the Red Cross. He was also part of the Benedykt Grynpas* rescue network in Brussels. He was eventually arrested by the Germans, and died in the Bergen-Belsen camp, in April 1945. On June 24, 1975, Yad Vashem recognized Father Henri Van Oostayen, as Righteous Among the Nations.


[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk214531628][bookmark: _Hlk214526914]Dr. Moshe (Monek) Osterweil (aka Karoly Kotarba), Department A of the International Committee of the Red Cross. (IRC)

Dr. Monek Osterweil, originally from Poland, was a prominent Jewish physician with Department A of the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) in Budapest Hungary.  As a pediatrician, he felt his sole purpose was to protect and save as many children as he could. He was in charge of caring for approximately 100 Jewish orphans from Poland. Worked with Ottó Komoly in Department A of the Red Cross. Osterweil and his staff were in constant danger from Nazi and Arrow Cross soldiers. After the war, he took many Jewish orphans to the United States.

[image: ]

Jewish orphans saved by Dr. Osterweil (middle row, 5th from right), of Dept. A of the International Red Cross (ICRC), at children’s home in Budapest.

Braham 1981 p. 196:

“The value of the children’ s homes had become apparent during the Nyilas era, when they emerged as a source of refuge for thousands of children and adults. At one time, Department A was in charge of 35 buildings, 550 employees, and 5,000 to 6,000 children. The department’s facilities were also used by Sholem Offenbach and his colleagues, who were concerned with the welfare of the approximately 1,000 foreign Jewish refugees (700 to 800 Polish, 70 to 80 Yugoslav, and a few hundred Slovak) still in the country, and by Dr. Osterweil, a Polish-Jewish refugee physician who was in charge of approximately 100 orphans, mostly from Poland.’’

[image: ]
Dr. Osterweil (front row) with Jewish volunteer nurses, immediately following Russian occupation.
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[bookmark: _Hlk97272037]Julio Palencia

[bookmark: _Hlk172534143]Julio Palencia y Alvarez, Spain, Minister Plenipotentiary in Sofia, Bulgaria, 1940-43

[bookmark: _Hlk158649951]In December 1940, Julio Palencia (1884-March 25, 1952) organized protection for 150 Jews of Sephardic origin.  In 1943, he stepped up his actions to protect Jews from deportation.  He actively protested Bulgarian and Nazi persecutions of Jews.  Palencia contributed to the saving of the lives of more than 600 Bulgarian Jews.  For his actions, he was declared persona non grata and forced to return to Madrid.  Upon his return, he was reprimanded for his actions in Bulgaria.  

[Avni, Haim. Spain, the Jews and Franco. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1982), pp. 165-167, 180. Spanish Foreign Ministry. “Spanish Diplomats During the Holocaust

[bookmark: _Hlk97634335]
Cesare Pasquinelli, Italian Vice Consul, Paris, 1942

Italian Vice Consul Cesare Pasquinelli was stationed in Paris in 1942.  He intervened with German authorities to free Italian Jews who had been arrested there.  He got into direct confrontations with German authorities over the issue of protection of Italian Jewish property in Paris.  Pasquinelli worked with Consul General Orlandini and Vice Consul Luciolli.  

[Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), p. 44, 55-58, 263n.20.]



[bookmark: _Hlk193618284][image: A group of people on a boat
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AF-AL-PI and Aliyah Bet helped Jews escape from Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia, and other countries.

[bookmark: _Hlk97272116][bookmark: _Hlk213444714][bookmark: _Hlk172534488][bookmark: _Hlk170553131][bookmark: _Hlk193618093]Dr. William R. Perl, Kommerzialrat (commercial attaché), Diplomatic Representative of Liberia, Europe, 1938-1941, Af-Al-Pi leader

[bookmark: _Hlk193618146]“In our offices in Vienna and in Prague, therefore, we undertook to provide these destination visas, or end visas as we called them.  Dr. William Perl

“Wiliam Perl (September 21, 1906 – December 24, 1998) was a protégé of the Revisionist Zionist movement of Vladimir Jabotinsky. He participated in the movement during the 1930s as it became increasingly active against the NSDAP. In 1938 he organized "Die Aktion," a circle of young Viennese Zionists dedicated to making Theodor Herzl's dream of an independent Jewish state a reality. Less than a year later, Die Aktion succeeded in landing a number of Jewish immigrants on the coast of then Mandatory Palestine (now Israel). This is believed to have been the first successful landing of such refugees, when almost every other escape route had been closed to them.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk97272159][bookmark: _Hlk214527060]Perl posing as a diplomat organized a massive rescue operation called AF-AL-PI (“In Spite of Everything”).  He was able to organize transport for thousands of Jews throughout Europe to Palestine and other destinations. He was a Kommerzialrat (commercial attaché), which was an honorary title given by the former Austrian government to business leaders. He used this title to arrange for letters of transit and papers for Jews.  Dr. Perl also appointed himself a Liberian diplomat.  He then printed hundreds of Liberian passports and distributed them to Jewish refugees to help them pass international frontiers.  He also counterfeited Paraguayan visas.

[bookmark: _Hlk193618200][bookmark: _Hlk171068773][image: A group of people on a boat
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Clandestine landing of a refugee ship in Palestine

[Friling, Tuvia, translated by Ora Cummings. Arrows in the Dark: David Ben-Gurion, the Yishuv Leadership, and Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust (Vol. 1). (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2005).  Ofer, Dalia. Escaping the Holocaust: Illegal Immigration to the Land of Israel, 1939-1944. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990).  Perl, William R. The Four-Front War: From the Holocaust to the Promised Land. (New York: Crown Publishers, 1978).]

[bookmark: _Hlk97272194][bookmark: _Hlk67127363][image: A person in a suit and tie
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[bookmark: _Hlk214632762]Giorgio “Jorge” Perlasca,* Acting Chargé d’Affaires”of the Spanish Legation, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214381502]See also Dr. Zoltan Farkas and László Szamosi

Giorgio Perlasca*, (January 31, 1910-August 15, 1992) an Italian, is credited with along with others in saving of Jewish refugees in Budapest.  He was granted Spanish citizenship for fighting with Franco in the Spanish Civil War.  Perlasca volunteered to work with the Spanish legation’s efforts to rescue Jews in Budapest.  In the fall of 1944, the number of Jews under the protection of Spanish safe houses in Budapest grew from 300 to about 3,000.  In December 1944, the Spanish Ambassador Sanz-Briz left Budapest and Perlasca began acting on the authority of legation official Zoltan Farkas.  Perlasca soon appointed himself “Spanish Ambassador” and, along with others including László Szamosi, continued to issue of protective passes stamped with the legation’s seal.  His bluff worked, and Nazi officials accepted their authority.  Perlasca along with Szamosi also protected the Spanish safe houses in Budapest from Nazi and Arrow Cross raids.  They are credited with saving thousands of Jews.  

Perlasca was declared Righteous Among the Nations in 1992. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Deaglio, Enrico, translated by Gregory Conti. The Banality of Goodness: The Story of Giorgio Perlasca. (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1998).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 881, 1093. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 94. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 357-359, 364-367, 387-388. Yad Vashem file M.31.2/3911]

[bookmark: _Hlk97272235]Pio Perucchi, Swiss Consular Officer in Milan, 1938-39

Pio Perucchi was a Swiss consular official stationed in Milan in 1938-1939.  Perucchi and his colleague Candido Porta were responsible for issuing more than 1,600 illegal and unauthorized visas to Jews who had fled Austria after the Anschluss.  The two consuls issued visas against the specific regulations and policies of the Swiss Federal Department of Justice and Police.  For his activities, Perucchi was not allowed to continue working at the consulate after March 1939.

[Swiss Federal Archives, Bern, Switzerland.  This information was provided by the Swiss Task Force in 2000.]


[image: A passport with a picture of a person
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[bookmark: _Hlk97272635][bookmark: _Hlk67127571][bookmark: _Hlk214632837]Ernst Prodolliet,* Swiss vice-Consul General in Bregenz, Austria, 1938-42

Ernst Prodolliet* (1905 — November 9, 1984) was the Swiss Vice Consul in Bregenz, Austria, 1938-1939.  He personally issued visas and documents to Jews and accompanied them to the Swiss border to help them escape Austria after the Nazi Anschluss.  He worked closely with police captain Paul Grüninger, who allowed the Jews to cross into Switzerland at the border area of St. Gallen.  

Karl Schiffer, an Austrian communist who received a visa reported: 

“Once again, I was filled with the wonderful sensation of hope. I could see that the Swiss official believed me .... He took my passport and stamped it with an entry visa reading "valid for two months for transit to France". The consul said, "You don’t have a French visa, of course. I’m not actually allowed to give you a transit visa. But let’s just try it."

“In December 1938, he was caught by a Swiss border guard when he tried to help some Jews to pass the Swiss frontier. After discovering that he illegally issued visas to Jews, he was placed in Amsterdam, where he got active in saving more Jews from Nazi deportation trains. During a February 1939 hearing about Prodolliet’ s abuse of his powers, the foreign ministry investigator told him The agency is not here to help the Jews. Due to his disregard of official procedures, he was denied promotions in the Swiss diplomatic corps.

Prodolliet received Israel’s Righteous Among the Nations award in 1982 for his life saving activities. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

“Between 1938-1942, Ernest Prodolliet (b. 1905) was the vice-consul at the Swiss consulate, at first in Bregenz, Austria then in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. In 1938, many Austrian Jews were stranded on the border between Austria and Switzerland, with entry permits for various countries. Prodolliet, then in Bregenz, issued Swiss transit visas for these refugees, which enabled their holders to travel through Switzerland. Eliezer Levin, originally from Germany, recalled that he had a fictitious visa to Shanghai and was one of a group of 40 Jews who received 48-hour transit visas signed by Prodolliet. According to testimonies, Prodolliet issued transit visas to some 300 Jews trying to reach safety. Prodolliet’s actions became known and disciplinary measures were taken against him for his involvement in helping Jews flee Austria (after its annexation to Germany in March 1938). In Amsterdam, too, then under German occupation, he continued to be instrumental and helped Jews leave the country. His major role at this crucial time was attested to in a report Gertrude Van Tijn sent from Amsterdam to the American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC). Van Tijn was in charge of the Department of the Emigration and Displaced Persons’ Aid Bureau at the Joodsche Raad (Jewish Council in Amsterdam) and affiliated with the Dutch Joint. Prodolliet supplied Van Tijn with money for rescue activities, and it was refunded to him by Saly Mayer who represented the Joint in Switzerland. He took risks hiding Jews in his home. His motivation was purely humanitarian. 

[Swiss Federal Archives, Bern, Switzerland.  This information was provided by the Swiss Task Force in 2000. Switzerland and Refugees in the Nazi era" (PDF). Bergier commission. 2002.]


[bookmark: _Hlk172534679][bookmark: _Hlk97272647][bookmark: _Hlk172534883][image: A person in a military uniform sitting in a chair
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[bookmark: _Hlk97272272]Count Luca Pietromarchi, Italian Foreign Ministry’s Superintendent of the Occupied Territories

Count Luca Pietromarchi (March 8, 1895 – July 2, 1978) was a career diplomat whose family belonged to the Papal nobility.  He served as an Italian diplomat from 1923 through 1943. In 1939 he had taken over the leadership of the Economic Warfare Office, when he was the author of a detailed report to Mussolini in which he illustrated the disastrous effects that the war would have on the Italian economy.  He was responsible for the Cabinet of Armistice and Peace 1941-1943. Pietromarchi also served as the Italian foreign ministry's Superintendent of Occupied Territories dealing with the administration of the territories occupied by the Royal Army during the conflict which included Croatia, Dalmatia, France, Greece, Montenegro, Slovenia.  In that post, he was extremely effective in protecting Jews from Nazi deportations.  Pietromarchi, along with Count d’Ajeta and Deputy Foreign Minister Bastianini, prepared reports to Italian dictator Mussolini discouraging him from handing over Jews in the Italian occupied territory to Nazi officials or their collaborators. 

Between the end of 1942 and the beginning of 1943, he was the protagonist of some meetings in the Vatican with Cardinal Giavan Battista Montini and then with Pope Pius XII. 
On April 21, 1943, he assumed the leadership of the Office of Studies and Documentation, and worked with General Castellano and other military leaders in drafting the protocols for the armistice of Cassibile which were concluded on September 3, 1943, between the Kingdom of Italy and the Allies.

Having declined to join the Italian Social Republic-Salò, he was accused by it and then expelled from the ministerial ranks on December 31, 1943. He was then forced into hiding until the Liberation. In 1947 the Council of State re-examined Pietromarchi's position and reinstated him in the diplomatic service. He returned to diplomacy in 1950, was appointed ambassador to Turkey, a post he held until 1958. In that year he became Italian ambassador to Moscow where he remained for three years, until his retirement in May 1961. 

[Pietromarchi, Luca. “Frammenti delle memorie dell’ambasciatore Luca Pietromarchi. La difesa degli ebrei nel ’43,” Nuova Antologia, fasc 2161 (January-March 1987), pp. 241-247. Verax [Roberto Ducci]. “Italiani ed ebrei in Jugoslavia,” Politica Estera, I. (Rome, 1944), pp. 21-29. Bagnato, Bruna (ed.), The diaries of Luca Pietromarchi: Italian ambassador in Moscow, 1958-1961. Florence: LS Olschki, 2002, Carpi, Daniel. “The Italian Diplomat Luca Pietromarchi and His Activities on Behalf of the Jews in Croatia and Greece,” Yalkut Moreshet, 33 (1982), pp. 145-152 (Hebrew). Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff. (Jerusalem, 1977), p. 476. Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 52-53, 108, 120, 129, 132, 135, 169, 265nn.35, 42. Herzer, 1989, pp. 209-216. Steinberg, 1990, pp. 56-60, 74-75, 85, 92-93, 168. Zuccotti, 1987, pp. 118. 128. Michaelis, Meir. Mussolini and the Jews: German-Italian Relations and the Jewish Question in Italy, 1922-1945. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), p. 324. Carpi, Daniel. “The diplomatic negotiations over the transfer of Jewish children from Croatia to Turkey and Palestine in 1943.” Yad Vashem Studies, 12 (1977), 114-117, Falanga, Gianluca, Story of a Diplomat. Luca Pietromarchi at the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1923-1945), Rome, Viella, 2018, Nattermann, Ruth (ed.), The Diaries and Agendas of Luca Pietromarchi (1938-1940). Fascist foreign policy and the daily life of a Roman diplomat of the 20th century. Rome: Viella, 2009, Croatia, Greece: Documenti Diplomatici Italiani ,  Series IX (1939-1943) , vol. 10, p. 897)]


[bookmark: _Hlk97272367][bookmark: _Hlk172534786][bookmark: _Hlk170553240]Count Ferenc Pongrácz, Acting Diplomat for Portugal in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

Count Ferenc Pongrácz was a Hungarian civilian.  In 1944, Count Pongrácz volunteered to represent the Portuguese legation in Budapest, Hungary, as the acting Chargé d’Affaires.  Pongrácz energetically acted to protect the Jews in the Portuguese protected houses.  He signed many Portuguese protective passes so that the Arrow Cross would not be able to dispute the legality of the Portuguese documents. Pongrácz often acted in the absence of Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires Carlos Branquinho and Consul General Gulden. Pongrácz also signed a number of petitions to protect Jews in Budapest. 

[Lévai, J., 1946, Grey Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews. Budapest: Officina.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 881. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Spared Lives: The Actions of Three Portuguese Diplomats in World War II. (Portugal: Diplomatic Institute, 2000). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 95. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 357-359, 366, 384, 387-388, 406-410.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97272501]Candido Porta, Swiss Consular Officer in Milan, 1938-39

Candido Porta was a Swiss consular official stationed in Milan in 1938-1939.  Porta and his colleague Pio Perucchi were responsible for issuing more than 1,600 illegal and unauthorized visas to Jews who had fled Austria after the Anschluss.  The two consuls issued visas against the specific regulations and policies of the Swiss Federal Department of Justice and Police.  For his activities, Porta was demoted and transferred to a different section. 

[Swiss Federal Archives, Bern, Switzerland.  This information was provided by the Swiss Task Force in 2000.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97272582]Eugenio Prato, Deputy Assistant to the Minister Plenipotentiary, Athens, Greece, 1941-1943

Consul Eugenio Prato was the Deputy Assistant to Pellegrino Ghigi, Italian Minister Plenipotentiary in Athens.  Prato assisted in the transfer of Jews from the German occupied zone to the Italian zone.  He assisted Consul General Guelfo Zamboni in the rescue of Jews in Athens.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Film: Righteous Enemy, 1982.]


[image: ]

Eduardo Propper de Callejón*, First Secretary of the Spanish Consulate in Paris, 1940

Eduardo Propper de Callejón* (9 April 1895 – 11 January 1972) was the First Secretary of the Spanish Embassy in Paris when France surrendered to Nazi Germany on June 20, 1940.  In June 1940, Propper de Callejón issued from the Spanish Consulate in Bordeaux, thousands of transit visas to Jews and others escaping Europe, which allowed these refugees to legally enter Spain to reach Portugal. Propper disobeyed direct orders (needing prior authorization from Madrid) to sign special transit visas, saving thousands of Jewish lives and the lives of many others during World War II. 

After moving to the embassy’s new seat in Vichy, Propper continued to provide visas to refugees against orders. When Spanish Foreign Minister Ramón Serrano Suñer learned that Propper de Callejón was issuing visas without prior authorization, he had him demoted and transferred to the Consulate of Larache in the Spanish protectorate in Morocco. Before his departure however, General Philippe Pétain himself awarded Propper de Callejón the Cross of the Legion of Honor (Croix Officiel de la Légion d’Honneur) in 1941 for Propper's efforts in finalizing the Franco-German armistice. 

In a letter written 14 March 1941 from Suñer to Spain's Ambassador to France José Félix de Lequerica, Suñer describes the French government's award to Propper de Callejón as serving the interests of the French Jewry and the French Journalists at the expense of the Spanish Nationalist cause.
 
In early February 1941, Propper de Callejón was stationed at the Spanish embassy in Vichy.  There, he was transferred to a remote military outpost in Spanish Morocco.  Callejón’s family assumed the assignment was in reprisal for his issuing the visas without proper approval.  Propper de Callejón received a letter from the Spanish foreign ministry accusing him of “serving the interests of the French Jewish community.”  He lost his seniority within the Spanish diplomatic service. 
 
On 6 August 2007 Yad Vashem recognized Eduardo Propper de Callejon as Righteous Among the Nations. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

Eduardo Propper de Callejon Yad Vashem citation:

“Eduardo Propper de Callejon began his service in the Spanish Foreign Ministry at the end of World War I. He served in Brussels and Vienna, where he met his future wife Helene Roberte Fould-Springer. As a loyal monarchist, he refused to declare his allegiance to the republic, and left the foreign service, to return at the end of the Civil War. It was 1939, and Propper de Callejon was appointed first secretary in the Spanish embassy in Paris. The fall of France triggered the massive escape from the advancing German army. Hundred of thousands of refugees were on the roads trying to get to southern France. Many of them – Jews and non-Jews – were desperately trying to cross the Spanish border in the hope of reaching safe havens overseas. The French government too left Paris, and the diplomatic corps followed, including the Spanish embassy. Propper, his wife, and Felipe, then nine, and five-year-old Elena left Paris and went to Bordeaux. When they reached the Spanish consulate, they discovered that the consul had abandoned his post and locked the offices. The Spanish diplomats were faced with thousands of refugees that had reached Bordeaux and were assembled in front of the consulate, hoping to obtain the piece of paper that would rescue them from the Nazis.”

“Propper de Callejon could have very well remained a sympathetic bystander, but faced with the plight of the refugees, he decided to act.

[bookmark: _Hlk172535002]“He opened the consulate and began issuing transit visas to the refugees. For four days between 18- 22 June 1940 he incessantly stamped passports. By doing so, he was defying the instructions not to issue visas without prior approval of the Foreign Ministry. Propper continued to provide visas at the embassy’s new seat in Vichy. It is unknown how many visas Propper de Callejon issued, because the consulate’s registry did not survived. In March 1941, Foreign Minister Ramon Serrano Suner informed the Spanish Ambassador to France José Lucresia that Propper was to be transferred to Spanish Morocco – a much less appreciated position. The ambassador attempted to rescind the order and argued that Propper had received a decoration from the Marshall. The foreign minister was not to be deterred and expressed surprise that France had decorated a Spanish official who had served the Juderia Francesa…. Though Propper de Callejon continued to serve in the Spanish Foreign Ministry, he was never given the official title of ambassador, perhaps due to his actions in the 1940s. Propper retired in 1965, and passed away in 1972.”

“On 6 August 2007 Yad Vashem recognized Eduardo Propper de Callejon as Righteous Among the Nations. The ceremony in his honor was held at Yad Vashem on 12 March 2008, and the awards were presented to his son and daughter who came to Jerusalem for the occasion.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk214632899]Franjo Punčuh*, (Franciszek Punczek) Commercial attaché for Yugoslavia in Warsaw, Poland

See also Genowefa Olczak* and the Zubrzycki* family.

Yad Vashem Citation file 10287:

“Franjo Punčuh* was born in Slovenia in 1902. After studying economics at Warsaw University, he became a commercial attaché at the Yugoslavian consulate in Warsaw. Later on, after leaving the service, he was nominated in 1938 as honorary consul at the Yugoslavian Legation. In 1931, Franjo had married Janka Glocer, a Jewish girl. After two years of marriage, the couple had a son, Andrei and according to Jewish law, the child was circumcised. During his years in Warsaw, Franjo had become acquainted with Ignacy and Janina Konigstein, a well-to-do Jewish family that owned Kawuska, a company that manufactured fountain pens. When the Germans occupied Poland and implemented their anti-Jewish racial policies, Franjo formally took over the Konigstein’s business, as well as the assets of another Jewish family, the Meszorers, to prevent their being confiscated by the Germans. To assist his Jewish friends in the ghetto, established in November 15, 1940, Franjo provided them with money from the assets that he was managing, which were also used to subsidize the escape of several Jews to the “Aryan” side of Warsaw. Among those were various members of the Meszorer (today, Meshorer) family. Further, Franjo used the money to support the fugitives while in hiding up until the time of the Warsaw Uprising in August 1944, when all contact were lost. In order to help those who had managed to escape from the ghetto, Franjo built a hidden space in his apartment by dividing his large pantry into two rooms using a false, movable wall.”

This secret room could be used until safe havens could be found for the fugitives. Franjo employed Genowefa Olczak* in the Kawuska factory enabling her to support four members of the Rozenman family hiding at her home. He also supplied Genowefa with names and addresses of people she could trust to hide Jews. In the summer of 1943, when 14-year-old Bianka Rozenman (later, Kraszewski) had to leave her hiding place, Genowefa took her to the Punčuhs on Bagatela Street for a few days. From there Bianka was transferred to the Punčuh’s villa in Konstancin, where she stayed a few weeks until being moved once again to the Zubrzycki* family. Franjo also helped his sister-in-law, Eva Lavendel, her daughter, Wanda (later, Bincel), to escape to the “Aryan” side of Warsaw in the summer of 1942, and arranged for his niece to stay with a Polish couple, Witold and Władisława Krajewski. Franjo was also able to get the rest of the Lavendel family out of the Warsaw Ghetto just before its final liquidation. Lastly, he rescued his wife’s parents, Teofil and Marta Glocer, along with family friends, Cecilia Szegalowska, Wanda Meller, his mother, and many others. In September 1944, during the Warsaw Uprising, Franjo was killed and was buried in the Powazki cemetery in Warsaw.”  On August 15, 2004, Yad Vashem recognized Franjo Punčuh as Righteous Among the Nations. Franjo Puncuch was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.”


Klára Ráth* Swedish Legation, the Őrangyalház (“House of the Guardian Angel”) convent on Ménesi Street in Budapest
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[bookmark: _Hlk67184626][bookmark: _Hlk174609628][bookmark: _Hlk67128270][bookmark: _Hlk214632940]Sebastián de Romero Radigales*, Spain, Consul General in Athens, 1943-44

Consul General Sebastián de Romero Radigales* (January 20, 1884 – July 31, 1970), Consul General for Spain in Athens, intervened on behalf of more than 800 Jews of Athens and Salonica in 1943, preventing their deportation to Nazi concentration camps.  In one instance, he managed to evacuate 150 Jews from a deportation train.  

On August 2, 1943, Jews of Spanish nationality from Salonika were deported to Bergen-Belsen. Romero safeguarded their belongings. Germany protested that not all targeted Jews were present—some had reached Italy—but avoided confrontation with Italy.

Following Italy’s surrender, Jews in Athens were forced to register with German authorities. In March 1944, 3,000 were arrested, including 150 Spanish citizens, and interned at Haidari camp. On 11 April, 155 Spanish Jews and 19 Portuguese Jews were deported to Bergen-Belsen. Thanks to Romero's efforts, they were placed in a neutral section of the camp with better conditions.  As Allied forces approached, one of three evacuation trains from Bergen-Belsen, departing 6 April 1945, included Jews from Greece—among them Spanish and Portuguese nationals.

On 30 September 1944, Romero reported that he had housed Jews who escaped deportation in a hotel once owned by a deported Greek Jew. He also intervened to prevent the deportation of six captured Jews, negotiating with German authorities to have them report weekly to police instead.

On 17 August 1944, Spain authorised Romero to arrange the transfer of 25 Jews at a time, under the condition that each group leave Spain before another could enter. Romero protested the inefficiency of this system and requested a higher quota and automatic visas—both requests were denied. In June 1944, Romero unsuccessfully attempted to transfer 155 Jews from Bergen-Belsen to Spain.

Throughout the war, Radigales continued to protest German actions against Jews.  As a result, the German Ambassador in Athens lodged a complaint against Radigales asking the Spanish government to instruct Radigales not to interfere in deportations.  

By the end of the war, Radigales was able to provide protection for numerous Jews in Greece and saved them from deportation to Auschwitz.  

After the war, Romero remained in Athens and served in various diplomatic roles under Francisco Franco. He was appointed ambassador in 1950 and received the Grand Cross of the Order of Civil Merit on 18 July 1954.

On 30 September 2014, Romero was posthumously recognized as Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172535569][image: A close-up of a passport
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Spanish passport issued in Athens by diplomat Sebastián de Romero Radigales for a Jewish couple in 1943.

Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/12740:

“Before World War II there were many Spanish Jews living abroad. After the war broke out the Spanish government did not hold itself responsible towards those Jews residing in countries under German or Fascist control, despite their having Spanish citizenship. Spanish diplomats, therefore, were not expected by their superiors to provide any help or protection to their country's Jewish citizens. Their return to Spain was radically restricted, and they were left without any protection from the murderous plans of Nazi Germany. Spanish foreign policy in the case of the Spanish Jews living in Greece was no different. In March 1943 the deportations of Jews from Salonika to Auschwitz began, and within five months 48,000 Jews were deported. The thriving Jewish community, which existed since Hellenistic times, was almost completely decimated. For pragmatic reasons, the Germans agreed to exempt Jews holding Italian and Spanish citizenship from deportation, on condition that they return to their countries. Italian Jews were thus spared and could return to Italy; but the Spanish Jews were faced with the reluctance of the Spanish government to permit them to be repatriated. Salomon Ezraty, of the Spanish diplomatic delegation in Salonika, reported to his superiors about Italy's protection of its Jewish citizens, and asked that the Spanish authorities do the same. On April 8, 1942 the request was formally rejected by the Department of Economy of the Spanish Foreign Ministry. This was the situation which Sebastián de Romero Radigales, the newly-appointed head of the Spanish diplomatic delegation in Athens, found on his arrival. In a letter from April 15, 1943, written shortly after his arrival, Radigales thanked the Foreign Minister Jordana for his nomination and stated that he was busy with arranging the repatriation of 510 Jews from Salonika who had Spanish citizenship. Despite the strong opposition from the Spanish Foreign Office as well as that of the German Ambassador to Greece Altenburg, Radigales was determined to save these Jews. Following Radigales' cables asking Madrid to facilitate the repatriation of the fleeing Jews, the Spanish Foreign Minister Jordana instructed the Spanish ambassador in Rome to forward to Radigales a cable of March 18, 1943, with updated regulations, drastically restricting the number of Spanish citizens eligible for repatriation. This did not deter Radigales and in the beginning of June 1943 he proposed that the Spanish Jews would return to Spain by sea. Jordana ordered the Spanish ambassador in Berlin, who was officially Radigales' superior, to instruct the diplomat in Athens "to maintain a passive approach, avoid any personal initiative and to refrain from issuing collective passports". Still determined, Radigales devised a plan to evacuate the Spanish Jews of Salonika by using a Swedish ship that would sail under the Red Cross flag. He went on to issue the necessary travel documents and make the preparations for the repatriation. He made a report on his progress to Ambassador Vidal in Berlin, who passed the reports on to Madrid. In a cable from July 1, 1943 Jordana wrote: "it is crucial to curb the pro-activeness of the General Consul in Athens and to block his initiative". The same orders were repeated in the cables that followed. Radigales not only acted on behalf of Jews with Spanish citizenship, but also tried to extend his protection to others. In a cable from June 9, 1943 he broached the subject of widows and divorcées of Jewish Spanish citizens, who had lost their citizenship when their union with a Spanish-citizen spouse had ended. In one particular case, Radigales tried to provide protection for a Greek Jew and his crippled son who were housed by Ezaraty in Salonika and were about to be deported. These attempts were in complete defiance to the instructions he had received from his ministry, and must have aggravated his superiors. As the Spanish authorities continued to delay in their decision regarding the repatriation, the German authorities informed the Spanish ambassador in Berlin that until such a decision would be made they were considering transferring the Spanish Jews of Salonika to a camp in Germany, thereby giving the Spanish government some more time. The Germans nevertheless stressed that should there be no progress, they would transport the Jews to Poland. In his report to Jordana, Ambassador Vidal added: "I cannot conceal the tragic implications of such a transfer to Poland". On August 13, 1943 a group of 367 Jews with Spanish citizenship arrived in Bergen-Belsen. Radigales continued relentlessly in his attempts to protect these Jews until finally the Spanish government changed its position, and permitted the transfer of this group to Spanish Morocco. Their travel documents bore Radigales' signature. Isaac Revah, who was a child at the time, remembered how his group was allowed to leave the camp in February 1944. "Being released from a Nazi camp is an incredible event. It all happened thanks to an outstandingly courageous and humane man", he wrote to Yad Vashem. Revah did not forget his rescuer's actions, and applied to Yad Vashem to have Radigales honored and recognized as Righteous Among the Nations. Following the German occupation of Athens in September 1943, the Jews of Athens were now also in danger of deportation. Rachel-Lola Hassid Frances told Yad Vashem that when the Germans came to arrest her family on March 25, 1944, her father managed to phone Radigales. Radigales prompted him to flee with his family, and sent his wife over with an embassy car. But Rachel's father refused to go, and the family was deported to Bergen-Belsen along with another group of Spanish citizens. The family did survive, and in 2010 Rachel submitted her testimony about Radigales' actions to Yad Vashem as well. Radigales did everything in his power to help the Jews who went into hiding. He also intervened with the German authorities to have Jews released from the Haidari detention camp; supported those who went into hiding; kept the belongings of arrested Jews to ensure that they were returned to their owners or their rightful heirs after the war – actions that were all far beyond his duty as a diplomat, and often against the his government's policy. On 26 February 2014 Yad Vashem recognized Sebastián de Romero Radigales as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[Avni, Haim. Spain, the Jews and Franco. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1982), pp. 149-159, 178, 180. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 1394. Avni, Haim. “Spanish Nationals in Greece and their Fate during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 8 (1970), pp. 47-49, 52, 54, 57-60, 68. Laqueur, Walter (Ed.) and Judith Tydor Baumel (Assoc. Ed.).  The Holocaust Encyclopedia. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 602.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97272830]
[bookmark: _Hlk214461713]Rudolph Rahn, German Ambassador in Tunisia and Rome, Italy, 1942-1944?

Rudolph Rahn, the German Ambassador in Tunisia in 1942 and in Italy in 1943-1944?, intervened to remove Jews from the jurisdiction of the Gestapo to protect them from being deported.  He recommended that Jews be used for local labor service for the benefit of the German Army in lieu of deportation.  He did this with the approval of German commander and Field Marshall Kesselring.  Rahn, along with diplomat Möllhausen, helped stop Hitler from his proposed occupation of Vatican City after the fall of Mussolini in 1943. 

[Katz, Robert. Black Sabbath: A Journey Through a Crime Against Humanity. (Toronto: MacMillan, 1969), pp. 56-62, 136-139.  Rahn, Rudolf. Un diplomate dans la tourmente. (Paris, 1948).  Rahn, Rudolph. Ruheloses Leben: Aufzeichnungen und Erinnerungen [Restless Life: Reflections and Memories]. (Dusseldorf: Diederichs Verlag, 1949). Möllhausen, Eitel Friedrich. Die Gebrochene Achse [The Broken Axis].  (Luxembourg: Alpha Verlag, 1949). Reitlinger, Gerald. The Final Solution: The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945. (New York: The Beechhurst Press, 1953), p. 353. Michaelis, Meir. Mussolini and the Jews: German-Italian Relations and the Jewish Question in Italy, 1922-1945. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), pp. 347, 349, 354, 362, 369, 379-380. 390, 398-400, 402.]
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Father Jacob Raile

Father Jacob Raile* Jesuit Order (Society of Jesus), Nuncio office, International Committee of the Red Cross Red Cross, Budapest

Yad Vashem Citation M.31.2/4371:

Father Jacob Raile* (1894 – September 6, 1949( entered the Jesuit Order (Society of Jesus) on August 14, 1912, and served as the director of a monastery located at No. 52 Mária Street in Budapest. During the Arrow Cross period, the monastery in which Raile served was used as a hiding place for some 150 Jews. Raile was like a true father to these fugitives, worrying about their safety, and providing for all their needs. In addition to taking care of the Jews hidden in his own monastery, Raile was in contact with the Swedish Red Cross on behalf of the Apostolic Nuncio in Budapest, as coordinator of rescue activities carried out by groups associated with the Swedish Red Cross. When Arrow Cross gangs attacked, Father Raile stood heroically in the doorway, arguing with the intruders until the Jews inside the monastery had time to hide. On more than one occasion Raile was forced to let the Arrow Cross men enter the building. He led them from room to room, from the top floor to the basement. At the end of one such search, the Arrow Cross men entered the coal cellar, where Jews were hiding atop a pile of coal, under a dark blanket. Even under these tense circumstances, Father Raile remained calm. He turned out the light and quietly announced: “There is only coal here, be careful you don’t get dirty.” The Arrow Cross men quickly left the basement, without carrying out a thorough search. Army deserters and labor-servicemen who had run away from their units also found refuge in the monastery. Raile obtained guns and police uniforms for some of the army deserters and had them stand at the monastery’s entrance when Arrow Cross intruders approached. They prevented the Arrow Cross men from entering. Raile entered the closed ghetto together with representatives of the Swedish Red Cross, giving food and medicine to ghetto residents. He also distributed blank baptism certificates, with which they could forge documents that would help them to escape from the ghetto. Throughout the battles of Budapest, Raile braved the constant bombing, wandering the city streets looking for food for the Jews he was hiding. When the Communists took over in Hungary, Fr. Raile escaped to the United States, and taught German at Boston College High School until his death in a traffic accident in September 1949. He was buried in the Jesuit cemetery in Weston, Massachusetts. In 2015 the Jesuits in Boston added a plaque to his grave, stating that Fr. Raile was recognized as Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem. On February 27, 1991, Yad Vashem recognized Father Jacob Raile as Righteous Among the Nations.
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[bookmark: _Hlk97272995][bookmark: _Hlk172535789][bookmark: _Hlk170553579]Luis I. Rodriguez, Mexican Ambassador to France, 1939-1940

Luis I. Rodriguez was appointed the Mexican ambassador to France by President Lazaro Cardenas.  Together with Consul General Gilberto Bosques, he presented numerous letters of protest regarding the horrendous conditions inside the French internment camps.  These camps housed thousands of former Spanish Republican soldiers and Jewish refugees who were considered by the French government to be enemy aliens.  Later, Rodriguez and Bosques presented formal complaints to the Vichy government regarding the deportation and murder of Jews.  Rodriguez left France at the end of 1940, leaving Bosques in charge.

[Rodriguez, Luis I. Misión de Luis I. Rodriguez en Francia: La protección de los refugiados españoles, Julio a diciembre de 1940. (Mexico: El Colegio de México, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, 2000).  Salzman, Daniela Gleizer. México Frente a la Inmigración de Refugiados Judíos: 1934-1940. (Mexico: Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historía, 2000).  Kloyber, Christian (Ed.). Exilio y Cultura: El Exilio Cultural Austriaco en México. (Mexico: Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, 2002).]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214633020]Konstanty Rokicki* (189-1958), Polish Diplomat in Bern Switzerland

“Konstanty Rokicki (16 June 1899 in Warsaw – 18 July 1958 in Lucerne) was a Polish consular officer, vice consul of the Republic of Poland in Riga and Bern, and a Holocaust rescuer. Between 1941 and 1943 he was a member of the Ładoś Group also called the Bernese Group. Rokicki used his diplomatic position of vice consul to produce false Latin American passports and had them smuggled to the German-occupied Poland and Netherlands where they saved lives of their Jewish bearers. For his efforts Rokicki was named Righteous Among the Nations by Israel in 2019.”

“Rokicki and Kühl personally bribed the Paraguayan honorary consul, Bernese notary Rudolf Hügli to obtain blank passes which Rokicki filled out with the names of the Polish Jews. The lists of beneficiaries and their photos were smuggled between Bern and occupied Poland thanks to the network of Jewish organizations, in particular Agudat Yisrael and RELICO, headed by Chaim Eiss and Abraham Silberschein respectively. The passports of Paraguay – unlike the passports of other Latin American countries – had a special value, because this country – under the pressure of Poland and the Holy See – temporarily recognized (1944) their validity.”

Yad Vashem file M.31.2/13761/2:

“[…] Aleksander Ładoś, former member of the Polish government in exile, became head of the Polish legation in exile. Konstanty Rokicki* Julius Kühl were tasked with working with Polish refugees coming in massive numbers from occupied France, Belgium and the Netherlands, vast majority of whom were Jews and Poles of Jewish descent escaping from Nazi persecution.

“A particular case was the honorary consul of Paraguay, the Bernese notary Rudolf Hügli, who did not produce passports himself, but rather sold blank passports to the Legation of Poland.

“Consul Konstanty Rokicki would enter by hand the names and personal details of their beneficiaries – Polish and Dutch Jews who could thus claim they were citizens of neutral countries and were largely considered exempt from deportations to German Nazi-concentration camps. Particular help was provided to people inside the Warsaw Ghetto.”

“Funds to acquire the documents were raised mostly by World Jewish Congress represented by Abraham Silberschein and Agudath Yisrael and the leader of its Swiss branch Chaim Eiss. In 1943, the Swiss police broke the ring and brought Hügli, Kühl, Eiss and Silberschein in for questioning. In September the Federal Council took a decision not to recognize Kühl's status as an 'employee of the Polish diplomatic mission'. Probably by December 1942, the Gestapo was aware that most Latin American passports were part of a larger conspiracy and may have been falsified.”

“The Swiss police identified Kühl and Rokicki as top perpetrators. A report signed by Federal Councillor Edmund von Steiger on 21 July 1943 stated the following:

‘According to the records available, Messrs Konstanty Rokicki, a vice-consul at the Polish Diplomatic Mission in Berne, and Dr. Julius Kühl, employed at the same Diplomatic Mission at the time, were also instrumental in arranging a significant number of inaccurate citizenship certificates for Polish Jews in the Germany-occupied territory. Mr Rokicki holds a blue card issued by you. Mr Kühl’s status was that of a tolerated foreigner, to whom a time limit for ‘preparation of the departure’ was granted, in combination with a ban on any gainful employment or taking up any work, in March 1940, when he was employed as a consular service assistant by the Polish Diplomatic Mission. We kindly request you to verify whether you should not issue a firm warning to Mr Rokicki in an adequate manner, and further request Mr Kühl’s dismissal from the service of the Polish Diplomatic Mission.’ 

“In January 1943, while being interrogated by the police, Kühl admitted his part in the production of false passports and claimed that Paraguayan passports had been already in use in 1939, during which time they served to enable influential Polish Jews to leave the Soviet occupation zone.”

‘Let me start by saying that I was not involved in this matter of my own volition, but by order of my superior, Consul Rokicki, and Legation Councillor Ryniewicz. The question, how we could obtain foreign passports for Polish citizens arose for the first time after Poland had come under German and Russian occupation, in late 1939 and early 1940. Primarily, the issue at hand was to evacuate from the Russia-occupied part of Poland certain persons about whom we were concerned. We were able to do this through Consul Hügli, who provided us with Paraguayan passports for such persons. The passport forms would on each occasion be collected from Mr Hügli and then filled out by Consul Rokicki, and subsequently returned to Consul Hügli for signature. The latter was carried out by myself on most occasions. For the issuance of the passports, we would pay Mr Hügli the amounts between 500 and 2,000 francs, depending on the case and the number of persons. Neither the Diplomatic Mission nor the Consulate nor myself have benefited from this activity in any way.’

“Aleksander Ładoś refused to dismiss Kuhl and tried to extend his status. He also intervened in Kühl's defense with the Swiss Foreign Minister Marcel Pilet-Golaz. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk97273209][bookmark: _Hlk213441003]Monsignor Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, Bulgaria, 1931-1934, and Greece-Turkey, 1934-1944

Monsignor Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli (1881-1963), who later became Pope John XXIII, interceded with King Boris of Bulgaria on behalf of the Bulgarian Jews, and with the Turkish government on behalf of Jewish refugees who had fled to Turkey.  He also did his utmost to prevent the deportation of Greek Jews.  One of the main sources of information to the Vatican about the Holocaust was provided by Roncalli.  He provided reports about the annihilation of millions of Jews in Poland and Eastern Europe.  During the German occupation of Greece, he helped the local population and did his utmost to prevent the deportation of Greek Jews.   
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Monsignor Roncalli, center

Roncalli issued a form of Vatican protective paper to numerous eastern European Jewish refugees in the areas of Slovakia, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Italy and France.  He also worked closely with US Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt, WRA representative Ira Hirschmann, Yishuv representative Chaim Barlas, and others in helping Jewish refugees come to Turkey.  In 1944, he was appointed Nuncio to Paris.  In 1953, he was appointed Patriarch of Venice.  

[bookmark: _Hlk137313946]In 1958, Roncalli was elected Pope.  He was responsible for instituting many of the reforms in the Catholic church, especially under his Vatican II Council.  These actions led to closer relations between Jews and Catholics.  Roncalli died in 1963.  He was declared a Saint in 2014. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk195682134]Braham 1981 p. 1410-1411

One of the main sources of information about the Nazis’ designs against the Jews was Archbishop Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul (later to become Pope John XXIII). In his report dated July 8, 1943, addressed to Monsignor Montini, Archbishop Roncalli stated that millions of Jews had been sent to Poland and annihilated there. He did not elaborate on the annihilation, presumably because the concentration camp system had by then been sufficiently well known. Archbishop Roncalli also revealed his awareness of the exterminations to Franz von Papen, the German ambassador in Ankara, (1411) who replied by citing the Soviet massacre of Poles in the Katyn forest, near Smolensk. 33 

One of Archbishop Roncalli’s sources of information was the Executive Committee of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, with which be had been in close contact since 1943. The leader of the Agency’s delegation in Istanbul, Chaim Barias, bad kept the Apostolic Delegate informed about the anti-Jewish measures in Europe. In fact, a few days after Hungary' s occupation by the Germans, Barias sent him a note thanking him for his readiness to get in touch with the Holy See and the Apostolic Delegate in Budapest on behalf of Hungarian Jewry. 34 

33. Paul Hoffman, The Vatican Knew of Nazi Pogroms, Its Records Show. The New York Times, April 5, 1973.  

34. Saul Friedlander, Pius XII and the Third Reich. A Documentation (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966), p. 222. For further details, see Chapter 23.  

[Giovanni XXIII.  Il Pastore.  Corrispondenza dal 1911 al 1963 con I preti del Sacro Cuore di Bergamo. (Padova, 1982), pp. 256, 261. Della Rocca, Roberto Morozzo. “Roncalli Diplomatico in Turchia e Grecia, 1935-1944” in Cristianesimo nella Storia, VIII/2. (1987), pp. 33-72, particularly pp. 55-56, 58.  Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Hoffmann, Peter. “Roncalli in the Second World War: Peace Initiatives, the Greek Famine and the Persecution of the Jews.” Journal of Ecclesiastical History, XL (1989), pp. 74-99. Rubin, Barry. Istanbul Intrigues, pp. 47-48, 93-94, 213-214. Hebblethwaite, Peter. Pope John XXIII: Shepherd of the modern world. (New York, 1985), pp. 141-143. Righi, Vittoro Ugo. Papa Giovanni sulle rive del Bosforo. (Padua, Italy, 1971).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 1065, 1070.  Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 43, 45, 61, 91-92, 94, 122-123, 161, 206. Hirschmann, Ira A. Life Line to a Promised Land. (New York: Vanguard Press, 1946), p. 70. Rothkirchen, Livia. “Vatican Policy and the ‘Jewish Problem’ in ‘Independent’ Slovakia (1939-1945).” Yad Vashem Studies, 6 (1967), pp. 44, 50. Cahill, Thomas. Pope John XXIII. (New York: Viking, 2002), pp. 135-137. Elliott, Lawrence. I will be called John: A biography of Pope John XXIII. (New York: Reader’s Digest Press, E. P. Dutton, 1973), pp. 125-170.  Lapide, Pinchas E. Three Popes and the Jews. (New York: Hawthorn Books, 1967), pp. 31, 145-146, 150, 152, 161, 165-167, 171, 179-181, 221-222, 301, 306-353. Laqueur, Walter (Ed.) and Judith Tydor Baumel (Assoc. Ed.).  The Holocaust Encyclopedia. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 642. Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 335-336. Shaw, Stanford J. Turkey and the Holocaust: Turkey’s Role in Rescuing Turkish and European Jewry from Nazi Persecution, 1933-1945. (New York: New York University Press, 1993), pp. 274-279, 297. Gilbert, Martin. Auschwitz and the Allies: A Devastating Account of How the Allies Responded to the News of Hitler’s Mass Murder. (New York: Henry Holt, 1981), p. 122. Hirschmann, Ira. Caution to the Winds. (New York: David McKay Co.), pp. 179-185. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World[footnoteRef:1] diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 154, 200. Ofer, D. “The Rescue Activities of the Jewish Agency Delegation in Istanbul in 1943.” In Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman and E. Zuroff, pp. 435-450. (Jerusalem, 1977). Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 544, 658, 688. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948).  Rotkirchen, L. Hurban Yahadut Slovakyah (1961) 29f. (Eng. Pt.).  Bea, A. The Church and the Jewish People (1966).  Gilbert, A. The Vatican Council and the Jews (1968).  Friling, Tuvia, translated by Ora Cummings. Arrows in the Dark: David Ben-Gurion, the Yishuv Leadership, and Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust (Vols. 1 and 2). (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2005), Vol. 1 pp. 218-219, 225, Vol. 2, p. 5.] [1: ] 



[bookmark: _Hlk97273283]Ricardo Rosenberg, Italian Vice Consul in Salonika, 1943

Ricardo Rosenberg helped save Jews at the Italian consulate in Salonika, Greece.  He worked under Consul Generals Zamboni and Castrucci.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 614. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 302. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Carpi, Daniel (Ed.). Italian Diplomatic Documents on the History of the Holocaust in Greece (1941-1943). (Tel Aviv: Diaspora Research Institute, 1999).  Carpi, Daniel. "Notes on the History of the Jews in Greece during the Holocaust Period: The Attitude of the Italians (1941-1943)." In Festschrift in Honor of Dr. George S. Wise, H. Ben-Shahar et al., Eds., pp. 25-62. (Tel Aviv, 1981).] 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214633055]Monsignor Angelo Rotta,* Italy, Vatican diplomat in Sofia, Bulgaria, and Papal Nuncio (Ambassador) in Budapest, 1944-45

see also Father Genaro Verolino*, Sandor Gyorgy Ujvary*, Tibor Baransky*, Rozsi (Rose Marie) Vajkai, Georgy Adam, Angelo Guiseppi Roncalli, Gizella Apor, Countess Maria Pejakevich, Dr. Istvan Biro, Nina Langlet*.

Angelo Rotta (August 9, 1872 – February 1, 1965) was an Italian prelate of the Catholic Church. As the Apostolic Nuncio in Budapest at the end of World War II, he was involved in the rescue of the Jews of Budapest from the Nazi and Arrow Cross Holocaust. During his diplomatic service in Bulgaria, he saved many Bulgarian Jews by issuing them baptismal certificates and safe conducts escape to Palestine.

On March 20, 1930, he was appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Hungary, a position he held for fifteen years. As Papal Nuncio to Hungary, Rotta actively protested Hungary's mistreatment of the Jews, and helped persuade Pope Pius XII to lobby the Hungarian leader Admiral Horthy to halt the deportations.  When Nazi and Arrow Cross members began murdering Jews in the streets of Budapest, he took a lead in establishing an ‘International Ghetto’. It consisted of several dozen apartment buildings to which eventually 25,000 Jews were brought. The Swiss, Swedish, Portuguese, and Spanish legations, as well as the Vatican, established protected houses.

Rotta issued protective passes to Jews and was eventually able to distribute more than 15,000 such documents. Red Cross officials asked Rotta and was supplied with pre-signed blank identity papers, to the sick and needy evading the Arrow Cross. Rotta encouraged other Hungarian church leaders to help their "Jewish brothers", and directed Father Tibor Baranszky to go to the forced marches and distribute protective papers to as many Jews as he could.

Between 1944 -1945 Rotta contributed greatly to the saving action of the Neutral Powers including Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the Vatican, and the International Red Cross Committee in Budapest. As the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, he protested several times to the Hungarian Governments against Jewish Deportations.

On November 15, 1944, the Hungarian Government established the "Big Ghetto" for 69,000 Jews, while a further 30,000 with protective documents were sent to the International Ghetto. On November 19, 1944, the Vatican joined the four other neutral powers - Sweden, Spain, Portugal and Switzerland - in a protest to the Hungarian Government calling for the suspension of deportations of the Jews. The government complied and banned the "death marches". The Arrow Cross however continued their killing, raiding the international Ghetto and murdering Jews, even as Soviet Army neared the city. Rotta was among the diplomats who remained in Budapest. Nearly 120,000 Budapest Jews survived to liberation - 69,000 from the Big Ghetto, 25,000 in the International Ghetto and an additional 25,000 in hiding in Christian homes and religious institutions. During this entire period Rotta was notably aided by his assistant Father Genaro Verolino and Gyorgy Adam a Jewish volunteer.

Rotta retired from diplomacy in 1957. Pope Paul VI paid him a surprise visit at his Vatican residence on Easter Sunday in March 1964. 

He was recognized as Righteous among the Nations by Yad Vashem in 1997. In 2010 a section of embankment on the Buda side of the river Danube in Budapest (between Margaret Bridge and Batthyány Square) was named Angelo Rotta rakpart ("Angelo Rotta embankment") in his honour. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.
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Vatican protective document signed by Angello Rotta


[bookmark: _Hlk195682486]Yad Vashem Citation file M.31.2/7690:

Monsignor Angelo Rotta* was the Apostolic Nuncio – the Vatican’s representative – in Hungary during the period of the Holocaust. In the period before the German occupation, Rotta helped absorb refugees from Poland, among them many Jews. After the German invasion, Monsignor Rotta was the first among the diplomats of the neutral states to press the Catholic Church and the Hungarian establishment to act against the anti-Jewish policies. When Rotta learned about the ghettoization and the brutal deportation of the Jews from Hungary, he was quick to register his protest. These policies must be brought to an end, he said, “because the real meaning of these is already widely known.” In the summer and winter of 1944, Rotta was a signatory on open letters of protest sent by representatives of the neutral states. These letters called for the end of the deportations, and demanded protection for Jewish children. Rotta did not limit his efforts to diplomatic measures. Beginning in the summer of 1944, when it seemed that converted Jews would not be sent to Auschwitz, and during the Arrow Cross period which began in October of that year, Rotta issued letters of Vatican protection for Jews serving in military labor-service companies. He signed these documents knowing full well that they would be used by Jews who had no intention of converting to Christianity, with whom he had never had any personal contact. During the Arrow Cross period, Rotta sent his representative, Sandor Ujvári, to follow the Jews who were sent by foot on death marches from Budapest to Vienna. He gave Ujvári blank, pre-signed protection letters to be distributed to the persecuted Jews. As Ujvári later testified, Rotta granted him absolution in advance for all sins, lies, forgeries and other actions he might be forced to commit in order to save Jews, because although he would be breaking the law of the land, he would be acting in the spirit of God. Rotta supported the heroic actions of Giorgio Perlasca*, an Italian businessman who masqueraded as a Spanish diplomat in his quest to save Jews. When Perlasca revealed his true identity to Rotta, the Nuncio smiled and gave Perlasca his blessing. Rotta also cooperated with Nina Langlet* (see Sweden), who, together with her husband Valdemar, stood at the head of the Swedish Red Cross. In her book, written after the war, Langlet describes how Rotta told her that, although he received approval from the Hungarians to issue 2,500 letters of Vatican protection to Jews, he actually signed more than 19,000 such documents. Rotta took a tremendous risk by helping Jews. According to documents that later came to light, the Germans were secretly monitoring Rotta’s activities, and during the Arrow Cross period his messengers were arrested and shot. Despite the ever-present danger, Bishop Rotta continued in his diplomatic efforts and covert activities. He used the power of his official position to give strength to persecuted Jews all around him, and by doing so, saved many lives. On July 16, 1997, Yad Vashem recognized Monsignor Angelo Rotta as Righteous Among the Nations.

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 717-718, 744, 795, 832-833, 862, 881, 914, 955, 967, 1015, 1034, 1051, 1067-1077, 1196, 1216-1225. Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 80-81, 84, 90, 153-154. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 97. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 196-201, 226-227, 232-233, 304, 318-319, 354, 357-359, 364, 366-367, 371-373, 384, 397. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948), pp. 87-88, 161, 167. Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967). Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 194, 200, 207. Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345. Kramer, T. D. From Emancipation to Catastrophe: The Rise and Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry. (New York: University Press of America), pp. 247-286. Lévai, Jenö. Fehér könyv, Külföldi akciók zsidók megmentésére [White Book, Foreign Actions for the Rescuing of Jews.]. (Budapest: Officina, 1946). Meszlényi, Antal (Ed.). A magyar katolikus egyház és as emberi jogok védelme [The Hungarian Roman Catholic Church and the Protection of Human Rights]. (Budapest: Stephaneum, 1947).  (Includes an essay by Monsignor Angelo Rotta.) Péterffy Gedeon, a katolikus papnevelde elöljárójának nyilatkozata a magyar katolikus egyház szerepér öl a zsidótörvények és zsidóüldözések idején [The Statement of Gedeon Péterffy, the Leader of the Catholic Seminary During the Period of the Jewish Laws and Jewish Persecutions]. (Budapest, Haladás [Progress], December 29, 1945.  (Emphasizes the rescue activities of Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) Rotta, Angelo. “A budapesti nunciatura diplomáciai akciója a zsidók érdekében [The diplomatic campaign of the Budapest Nunciature on behalf of the Jews].” In Antal Meszlényi (Ed.), A magyar katolikus egyház és as emberi jogok védelme [The Hungarian Roman Catholic Church and the Protection of Human Rights]. (Budapest: Stephaneum, 1947), pp. 21-30.  (The rescue of Jews in Budapest by Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) György, Ferenc. A budai Szent Erbébet-kórház legendája [The Legend of Saint Elizabeth Hospital of Buda]. (Budapest: Világ [World], 1947. (Periodical article on the rescue activities of Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) Ujvári, Sándor. “Szabálytalan önéletrajz [An Irregular Autobiography].” Menora, February 17, 1979. (The author’s rescue activities under the auspices of Rotta and Verolino.) Fein, Helen. Accounting for Genocide. (New York: Free Press, 1979), pp. 107-110. Anger, Per. Translated by David Mel Paul and Margareta Paul. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1981).]
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Albert Routier, 1933

[bookmark: _Hlk214382468][bookmark: _Hlk214633088]Emile Albert Routier*, French citizen, Honorary Consul of Turkey in Lyon France

Routier was the Honorary Turkish Consul General in Lyon, France.  He issued certificates of citizenship and passports to Turkish Jews in southern France.  These Turkish citizens had lost their right to citizenship due to their not registering with the Consul General for an extended period.  They were assumed to be French citizens by the Turkish government.  

[bookmark: _Hlk214382440]Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/13304

Emile Albert Routier* (December 27, 1902-May 16, 1977) was a French citizen who served as the Honorary Consul of Turkey in Lyon. In 1942 Jews who had citizenship of neutral countries, such as Spain and Turkey, were still exempted from deportations, and therefore passports or other documents from these countries were lifesaving. Despite the restrictive policy of the Turkish authorities, when faced with the plight of the Jews, Consul Routier did everything to help Turkish Jews, but he also issued Turkish documents to people who had no connection whatsoever to Turkey. Among those he saved were Rabbi Benjamin Assouline, born in Constatnine, Algeria, his wife, Sarah, and their children, Rose (b. 1942) and Jacques (b. 1944). Sarah, born in Karlsruhe, Germany, had fled to Lyon, where she met and married Rabbi Assouline. Rabbi Assouline had documents in Arabic stating that he was Jewish. Routier produced fake translations saying that they were a Muslim family by the name of Elma. Other families helped by Routier were Mendel and Perl Mersel, who received documents under the false names of Mustafa and Aisha Bekir, and Albert and Batsheva Semmelmann, who became Abdi and Leila Bekir. On November 26, 1942, an anonymous denunciation letter reached the Turkish Consulate General in Marseilles, stating that Routier was engaged in helping Jews, including non-Turkish nationals. Routier wanted to hand in his resignation but decided to remain in his post and continue helping people in need. He was finally fired when his name appeared on a list of persons suspected of subversive activity against the authorities. After the war the children who had been born to the Assouline, Semmelmann, and Mersel families during the war, and who therefore bore the false family names that Routier had given them, applied to the French authorities to change their family names. Jacques Elma thus became Jacques Assouline, Hazelie Bekir became Miriam Semmelmann, and Rifat Bekir became Alex Mersel. On November 1, 2016, Yad Vashem recognized Albert Emile Routier as Righteous Among the Nations.
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Stefan Ryniewicz

Stefan Ryniewicz, Polish Legation in Bern, Switzerland

[bookmark: _Hlk214435286]In December 1942 Several thousand Paraguayan visas were issued and distributed by the “Lados Group” in the Polish Legation in Bern, Switzerland. The vast majority of Paraguay passports are issued between 18 and 30 December 1942, indicating that these passports were backdated (there is evidence that several passports of 30 December 1942 were issued in the autumn of 1943). Most of the Paraguayan passports were issued by Polish consul Konstanty Rokicki, but there are also several passports filled with different writing. They are issued either by consuls Juliusz Kühl or Stefan Ryniewicz. Passports are issued for Jewish citizens of Poland, the Netherlands, Slovakia, and Hungary as well as for Jews who are deprived of their Germany citizenship. As many as 1056 passports are issued. In many cases there are more than two people on the passports indicating at least 2,100 people are aided by these documents. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214527268][bookmark: _Hlk214461470]Mihály Salamon, (1897 -1991) (Menachem Mendel Salomon) Mizrahi leader in the Palestine Office, Member Central Jewish Council (CJC), Zionist activist, Swiss Glass House

See Albert Geyer, Jeno Frenkel, Simcha Hunwald, Erzsebet Eppler, Rabbi Fabian Herskovits

Major rescue leader and organizer in the Swiss Glass House. Member Central Jewish Council. Mizrahi leader in the Palestine Office.

Braham 1981 1322:

“After the Swiss-sponsored Glass House was established late in July, the Hehalutz gradually shifted their headquarters there. The Hehalutz leaders became staff members of the Glass House with considerable privileges, including virtual immunity. They exploited this haven to continue their " illegal" rescue operations-the organization of Tiyul groups as well as the production of forged documents, especially Swiss protective passes. This led to a conflict with the official Zionist leaders of the Glass House, above all Krausz and Arthur Weisz, the owner and chief administrator of the building.” 259

259. Formally, the building was administered by a Directorate that included Mihaly Salamon, Albert Geyer, Jeno Frenkel, and Simcha Hunwald. In addition a number of officials, some of them associated with the Central Jewish Council, were actively involved in the processing of the emigration lists. Among these were Erzsebet Eppler and Rabbi Fabian Herskovits. For the accounts of Eppler, Herskovits, and Salamon, see YIVO, Files 768/3647, 768 /3581, and 768/ 3648. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 64, 112-113, Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 54, 104, Cohen, Asher, The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York), 1986 pp. 30, 163, 166, 189. Szita, Szabolcs. Trading in Lives? Operations of the Jewish Relief and Rescue Committee in Budapest, 1944-1945. (New York: Central European University Press, 2005), p. 3, 90.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214261304][bookmark: _Hlk214382630][bookmark: _Hlk214261286]Dr. Jose Ruiz Santaella*, Spanish Agricultural Attaché in Berlin, and Carmen Santaella*

In 1942, Dr. Jose Ruiz Santaella* (April 10, 1904- 1997) was appointed Spanish agricultural attaché in Germany. He moved to Berlin with his wife Carmen and their three young children. Dr. Santaella worked in the embassy building but rented a house for the family in Diedersdorf.  

“As a devout Catholic, José Ruiz Santaella was outraged by the persecution of Jews in Germany. The couple hired Getrud Neumann, a Jew who had escaped from transport to a concentration camp, as a domestic helper. They covered up her false identity, offered her safe shelter in their home, and, through her mediation, also took on Ruth Arndt as a nanny and her mother, Lina Arndt, as a kitchen helper in the spring. Both had lived in hiding in Berlin. To avoid suspicion, they called the two Jewish women Ruth Neu and Lieschen Werner. Ruth's father and Linda's husband, Arthur Arndt, lived hidden in the basement of the house of a former patient. José Ruiz Santaella regularly brought him food.”  

“Due to the bombing of Berlin, Ruiz Santaella was transferred to Bern in September 1944. The plan to drive Getrud Neumann and the Arndts across the border into Switzerland in the diplomatic car was ultimately deemed too risky and abandoned. From Switzerland, José and Carmen sent food parcels to their charges until the end of the war, which reached them via an employee of the Spanish embassy and the German helper Max Köhler. All survived the war.”  

“Ruiz Santaella continued to work in the Foreign Service after 1945 and was posted to the Netherlands, Denmark, and Sweden. In 1955, he returned to Spain. He became director of an agricultural research institute in Córdoba and founded the Technical School of Agricultural Engineers there. He published numerous works in the field of agricultural research and received several awards.”  

Dr. Jose Santaella and his wife Carmen Schrader were awarded Righteous Among the Nations medals by Yad Vashem in 1988 for helping to save Jews in Berlin.
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Abdol Hossein Sardari (1914–1981) Iranian diplomat in Paris. 

“Sardari is credited with saving thousands of Jews in Europe, issuing to Iranian Jews in France new passports that did not designate their religion as well as issuing hundreds of Iranian passports for non-Iranian Jews.

“Sardari was appointed an Iranian diplomat in Paris in 1937. After the German invasion of France, he decided to remain in Paris while many of his colleagues in the embassy fled to Vichy, France in the South. The invasion of also led to the departure of Iran's ambassador in Paris, who was Sardari's brother-in-law, which led to the affairs of the embassy being left to Sardari. “There was a sizeable community of Iranian Jews in Paris when German forces invaded and occupied the city.

“When Sardari realized the nature and extent of the Nazi's plans, he began issuing hundreds of Iranian passports for non-Iranian Jews to save them from persecution. He did not ask for permission, and felt that support by the Iranian leadership was implied. His actions were later confirmed and applauded by the government of Iran. Sardari helped roughly 1,000 Iranian Jewish families escape the Nazi-occupied country, as well as many non-Iranian Jews.” 

“Sardari's first step to help Iranian Jews in France was to issue them with new passports that did not state their religion. He helped around 2,000 Jews obtain passports. Ibrahim Morady, an Iranian Jewish merchant that was saved by Sardari, stated that Sardari was asked by Iran's Foreign Ministry to return to Iran. Sardari refused to leave the Jews behind and feared that they would be deported. He began issuing hundreds of Iranian passports for non-Iranian Jews as well, to protect them from the Nazis. In hopes of protecting them from persecution, Sardari issued passports and signed affidavits for as many Iranian and non-Iranian Jews as he could.” 

“Sardari was determined to help Iranian Jews escape France. He argued that the Iranian Jews did not belong to Hitler's "enemy race" - that they were not Jewish and that they were in fact "Djougoutes" (a fabricated race of Muslim Iranians). He argued that they were not of Jewish descent and that in Iran they have the same civil, legal, and military rights and responsibilities as Muslims. Some senior Nazis in Berlin agreed with this. His efforts to help the Jews of France he hid their 
belongings.” 
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[bookmark: _Hlk67128746]
[bookmark: _Hlk214633142]Don Angel Sanz-Briz,* Spanish Minister (Ambassador) in Budapest, Hungary, 1944

[bookmark: _Hlk214261382]See also Lazlo Szamosi, Jószsefne (Joszi) Szamosi, Jorgio Perlasca*, Zoltan Farkas, Elizabeth Tourné

[bookmark: _Hlk214435390]The Spanish Legation in Budapest was headed by Ambassador Don Angel Sanz-Briz (September 28, 1910 – June 11, 1980). Sanz-Briz began his posting as the first secretary at the Spanish Embassy in Budapest in 1942.  In the summer of 1944, Sanz-Briz appealed to Madrid for permission to provide Spanish protective papers for Jews in Budapest.  He offered on behalf of the Spanish government to provide passports to Jews of Spanish origin, and to negotiate for their protection. He was authorised by his superiors to extend these rights to 200 Jews; however, Sanz-Briz extended his efforts to 200 Jewish families instead. He lied to the Hungarian authorities and said that Spain, under the dictator Miguel Primo de Rivera, had given Spanish citizenship to descendants of Sephardic Jews expelled from Spain in 1492. Primo de Rivera had issued such a decree on December 20, 1924, but it had been canceled in 1930, a fact the Hungarian authorities were not aware of. Sanz Briz informed the Spanish Foreign Ministry of his actions, that were deliberately permitted by Madrid through administrative silence, a typical diplomatic procedure used to not compromise the chancellery. 

He authorized the establishment and protection of dozens of safe houses in Budapest at his own personal cost. He placed Spanish flags at these locations, which survivors referred to as the "Spanish houses" and posted notices indicating that they were offshore properties belonging to the Spanish embassy. By the end of the war, many thousands of Jews were saved by receiving protection from Sanz-Briz and other members of the Spanish legation.  

Survivors Enrique and Jaime Vandor recalled their experiences and the role of Sanz-Briz in their rescue. As children they received together with their late mother, Anny Vandor, the protection of the Spanish Legation in Budapest from autumn of 1944 until the liberation by Soviet troops. They were accommodated in one of the protected “Spanish Houses”.

He served a long and distinguished career for Spain.  His last assignment was Spanish Ambassador to the Vatican.  He died in 1980.  

Sanz-Briz was declared Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1965.  In 1994 the Government of Hungary gave him the Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Hungary. In 2015, a street in Óbuda-Békásmegyer in Budapest was renamed Angel Sanz Briz Avenue. Sanz-Briz was also honored with a statue. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Carcedo, Diego. Un Español frente al Holocausto: Así Salvó Ángel Sanz Briz a 5.000 Judíos. (Madrid: Ediciones Temas de Hoy, 2000).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 795, 1062, 1092.  Avni, Haim. Spain, the Jews and Franco. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1982). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 1394. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 97. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 227, 284, 318-319, 354-355, 367, 383-384, 387-388.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214461385]Dr. Robert Schirmer, International Committee of the Red Cross, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214435450]See also Friedrich Born*

Dr. Robert Schirmer was a member of the International Committee for the Red Cross.  He was sent to Budapest, Hungary, in July 1944.  He was sent to deliver a message protesting the deportation of Hungarian Jews to Hungarian head of state Horthy.  Schirmer was assigned to be the assistant to Friedrich Born.  After his arrival, he was given permission by Hungarian government officials to visit Jews who were arrested.  He later went to visit Hungarian concentration camps to ascertain that Jews were being properly treated.  Born and Schirmer brought aid and supplies and distributed food and medicine to Jews in protected homes.  Schirmer also sought to protect thousands of children awaiting departure from Budapest.  Born and Schirmer handed out hundreds of Red Cross letters of protection to Jews claiming any connection to Switzerland or the Red Cross delegation.  By late 1944, 15,000 people were in possession of Red Cross protective papers.  Schirmer also was responsible for setting up a delegation office in Vienna in the beginning of December 1944.  In Vienna, Schirmer and Lutz Thudichum were able to help more than 15,000 displaced Hungarian Jews who had been moved to Austria.

Braham 1981 pp. 1405-1407

“On July 7, the day after Horthy had halted the deportations, Max Huber approached the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He wanted all available information that would ease the worldwide restlessness over the alleged events in Hungary, as well as permission for an IRC delegate to visit some of the ghettos and entrainment centers in which Jews were interned and distribute food and clothing. 11 A more specific request was submitted by Imre Tahy, the Hungarian charge d’affaires in Bern, on July 19. Reporting on a meeting he bad a day earlier with Carl J. Burckhardt of the IRC, Tahy urged that Hungary request the Germans to allow Dr. Robert Schirmer, the IRC delegate in Berlin, to visit Budapest. He emphasized that Schirmer bad been asked to deliver a message to Horthy in connection with the Jewish question. 12 

“Schirmer arrived in Budapest shortly thereafter, and on July 21 he met with Sztojay. Schirmer repeated the request that was earlier submitted by Huber. “He suggested that he be allowed to visit some Yellow-Star houses; that the "shipment of Jews for labor abroad" cease and Jews be concentrated instead in ghettos similar to the one that was established in Theresienstadt, which an IRC delegation had visited and approved of on July 23; 13 and that the IRC be given an opportunity to investigate the fate of the British and American pilots who were shot down over Hungary. 14 

“The response of Sztojay and Andor Jaross was transmitted to Schirmer on July 23 by Denes Csopey, the head of the Political Department of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The two leaders concurred with Schirmer's requests and suggested that the IRC delegation visit the Kistarcsa and Sarvar internment camps, which also contained non-Jewish political prisoners, and that the planned visits to Yellow-Star houses were to be undertaken in consultation with Jozsef Szentrniklossy, the head of the social-political division in the mayor’s office. 15 On July 27 and 28, a Schirmer-led IRC delegation visited the Kistarcsa and Sarvar camps, which were under the respective command of two decent men, Istvan Vasdenyei and Gyorgy Gribowszki. The situation in the camps was found to be quite acceptable. It is safe to assume that by then the delegates had been aware that the Germans bad managed to deport approximately 1,300 Jews from Kistarcsa and (1406) around 1,500 Jews from Sarvar a short while before the visit in spite of Horthy's halting of the deportations and the assurances given to the IRC. 16 The delegation also visited a few carefully selected Yellow-Star houses and Jewish institutions, finding the conditions generally satisfactory, although overcrowded. 17 The visits, presumably, gave a false picture of the dire situation Hungarian Jewry had lived under. Just as the IRC’ s visit to Theresienstadt on June 23 had not revealed the realities of Auschwitz and Treblinka, the visit to the Kistarcsa and the Sarvar internment camps could, clearly, not disclose the horrible conditions that prevailed in the many brickyards and entrainment centers, let alone in the ultimate destination following their deportation. 

“While in Budapest, Schirmer also approached Edmund Veesenmayer, the Reich’ s Plenipotentiary in Hungary, requesting permission to send packages to the deportees, to visit the camps, and to accompany the inmates on a deportation train to Kassa. Veesenmayer, after consulting with Eichmann, sent a telegram to the German Foreign Office (August 2), in which he said he would be ready to approve the first two requests " if adequate preparations were made." However, be urged that the last one be rejected, asserting that "this would violate the secrecy related to the travel route and destination." Adolf Hezinger, the Foreign Office’s expert on the treatment of Jews of foreign citizenship, was given responsibility for the reply. In a note to Horst Wagner, the head of Inland 11, he suggested the same answer that Hitler had given on July 10 to the Hungarians in connection with their earlier request to permit the emigration of some Jews. (This was in response to the appeals of Sweden, Switzerland, and the American War Refugee Board-see Chapter 25.) Hezinger suggested that the distribution of packages was to be allowed " only after the resumption of the transfer of Jews into the Reich. " He rejected the idea of anyone accompanying a deportation train, but hedged on the possibility of a camp visit "after thorough preparatory work in cooperation with Eichmann." 18 

Notes

9. Born's closest associates in the Budapest office included Col Wehner, Arthur Karasz, Edit Tolgyessy, Daisy Daranyi, Elek and Klara Mathe, and Aliz Herceg. The IRC's economic bureau was headed by Jozsef Gal, the hospital bureau by Emo Teleki, and the doctors’ commission by Dr. Boldizsar Horvath. For details on the IRC structure, see Friedrich Born, op. cit., pp. 54-55. 

10. Ibid., pp. 25-26.  

11. Vadirat, 3: 100-102. 

12. Ibid., pp. 226-227.  

13. Prior to the Theresienstadt visit, the German authorities engaged in a nine-month beautification of the camp. For details on this deceitful project and on the composition and findings of the IRC delegation, see Meir Dworzecki, "The international Red Cross and its Policy vis-a-vis the Jews in Ghettos and Concentration Camps in Nazi-Occupied Europe." In: RAH, pp. 96-99.  

14. Vadirat, 3: 246-247.  

15. Ibid., pp. 249-250.  

16. The leaders of the IRC complained about these deportations, arguing that they were a violation of Horthy's pledge. Baron Karoly Bothmer, the Hungarian Minister in Bern, relayed the protest to Budapest, only to be assured by Lajos Remenyi Schneller, the then Acting Prime Minister, that the deportations were being carried out without the knowledge or consent of the Hungarian government. Jeno Levai, Szurke konyv magyar zsidok megmenteseriJL (Gray Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews) (Budapest: Officina, n.d.), pp. 187-190. See also Vadirat, 3: 422-423.  

17. Born, Bericht, pp. 27-28. See also No tiz uber die Situation d er Juden in Ungarn (Note on the Situation of the Jews in Hungary), November 14, 1944, Yad Vashem, Archives M-20/47.  

18. RLB, Docs. 336-338.  

[bookmark: _Hlk209601011][Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 115, 176, 192, 239, 241-242, 249, 255, 260-261.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97273608][bookmark: _Hlk214461315]Stefan Schwamm, Member of the Executive Committee, DELASEM

Stefan Schwamm was a member of the Executive committee of the Delegazione Assistenze Emigranti Ebrei (Jewish Emigrant Association; DELASEM) and worked with Father Marie-Bénoit in protecting Jews in Rome, Italy.  On several occasions, Schwamm posed as Monsieur Bernard Lioré, a French delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to help Jews be released from imprisonment.  

[bookmark: _Hlk193616728][Waagenaar, Sam. The Pope’s Jews. (La Salle, IL: Open Court Publishers, 1974). Leboucher, Fernande. Translated by J. F. Bernard. Incredible Mission. (Garden city, NY: Doubleday, 1969).]


[bookmark: _Hlk214261513][bookmark: _Hlk214382908]Fernando Serra*, Spanish honorary consul in Rome, Italy

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/12586:

“Eugenia Ennio Ascarelli, a Jewish doctor, lived in Rome with his wife, Guglielmina (née Spierer), and their only son, Paolo (b. 1936). Although the lives of the Italian Jews had been severely disrupted by the introduction of the racial laws in 1938, it was not until the German occupation of Italy in September 1943 that they were in mortal danger. A wave of arrests took place soon after the occupation, and by the end of October, several transports had already set out from Italy, destined for Auschwitz. Like many others Dr. Ascarelli realized that he and his family would have to hide in order to survive. He turned to Claudio Serra, a patient of his and a good friend, and asked him for his help. The Ascarelli’s first priority was arranging shelter for 7-year-old Paolo. Claudio Serra referred them to his brother Fernando Serra, who readily agreed to help. Fernando Serra (1883-March 28, 1951) had been serving as a Spanish honorary consul in Rome since 1937. Although he held this title, he did not have diplomatic immunity, which made his involvement in rescuing a Jewish boy extremely dangerous. Nevertheless, he and his wife Eugenia took Paolo in and treated him as part of the family. Serra risked himself even further by procuring a forged passport for Paolo with the name Pablo Serra, which enabled Paolo to leave the Serra’s residence occasionally, without fear of being immediately apprehended as a Jew. Having entrusted Paolo to the Serras, the Ascarellis went into hiding in various places. Guglielmina would risk visiting her son at the Serras’ home as often as she could. Dr. Ascarelli never accompanied her, afraid of being recognized by one of his patients or someone else on the streets of Rome. “Pablito”—as Paolo came to be called by the Serras—remained with his rescuers until the liberation. He always remembered the war years as a period of constant fear, but he still reflected on the time spent with the Serras with great warmth and fondness. He remains in close contact with Mirella Serra, daughter of Fernando and Eugenia, to this day. On May 28, 2013, Yad Vashem recognized Fernando and Eugenia Serra as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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Henryk Slawik, the Polish Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest
[bookmark: _Hlk97273788][bookmark: _Hlk67128834]
[bookmark: _Hlk214633203]Henryk Slawik,* Journalist, leader of the Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs Polish government in-exile Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest, Hungary, 1944

[bookmark: _Hlk214633229]See also Maria Sławik*, Dr. József Antall*, Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, Erzsébet Szapáry*, Papal nuncio Angelo Rotta*

[bookmark: _Hlk172537366]Henryk Sławik (July 16, 1894-August 8, 1944) was a Polish politician in the interwar period, social worker, activist, soldier, and diplomat. At the outbreak of the German invasion of Poland in 1939 Sławik joined a Polish mobilized police battalion attached to the Kraków Army.  With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. On September 17, 1941, after the Soviet Union joined the war against Poland, Sławik crossed the Hungarian border and was interned as a prisoner of war in a camp. Due to his fluent knowledge of German, Sławik was brought to Budapest and allowed to create the Citizen's Committee for Help for Polish Refugees. He worked with fellow members Dr. József Antall*, Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, Erzsébet Szapáry who were actually the representative of the Polish government-in-exile. In October 1944 Henryk Slawik, the Polish Chargé d’Affaires in Budapest, issued thousands of documents certifying that Polish Jewish refugees were Christian. One hundred of these were children and were put in a Catholic orphanage (officially named School for Children of Polish Officers) in Vác. To help disguise the rescue activity of the orphanage, the children were visited by Catholic Church authorities, including Papal diplomatic nuncio Angelo Rotta. Slawik was caught and deported to Gusen, a sub-camp of Mauthausen, where he was murdered in August 1944.  His wife survived the Ravensbrück concentration camp and after the war found their daughter hidden in Hungary. After the Germans invaded Hungary, the heads of the Polish Committee were arrested by the Gestapo. Some, like Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, were murdered immediately, and some, like Henryk Sławik and Erzsébet Szapáry, were brutally interrogated and deported to camps in the Reich. Antall, too, was arrested in July 1944, but was released some time afterwards thanks to his friends in the Polish Committee, who claimed in their interrogations that Antall knew nothing about their illegal activities. Slawik was honored as Righteous Among the Nations in 1977. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews. 

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/1112:

“With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. Henryk Sławik, a Polish activist, together with his Polish unit, was arrested when crossing the border and was interned as prisoner of the war in Hungary. In the camp he was introduced to József Antall, a member of the Hungarian Ministry of Interior, responsible for civilian refugees from Poland. Shortly after, Antall and Sławik created the Citizen's Committee for help for Polish Refugees. Sławik was deeply devoted to his work, and contrary to other officials, did not discriminate against the Jewish refugees. Together with Antall, Countess Erzsébet Szapáry and the head of the Polish Red Cross in Hungary, Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, provided all Jewish refugees with forged Cristian documents, and located Jews in the refugee camps in Hungary. Among the Polish refugees were also many orphaned children. Itzhak Brettler (Władysław Bratkowski) and his wife, Mina, took care of many of them. In July 1943, they gathered a group of 76 children between the ages of three and nineteen from Budapest and led them out to the locality of Vac, some 30 kilometers away. There, Izaak organized a boarding school and with the help of the local Jews he got in touch with the delegate to Hungary of the Polish Government-in-Exile, Mr. Henryk Sławik, and asked him for help. The latter agreed unhesitatingly. In September 1943, the boarding school was proclaimed a Polish educational institution that was acting on behalf of the Polish Committee in Hungary. All students and personnel were given forged documents and Polish Army officer, Franciszek Świder, was appointed as manager of the school. Maria Tomanek, a teacher, also volunteered to work there. With the invasion of Nazi troops into Hungary on March 19, 1944, the institution appeared to be under threat. To give the school a more Polish and Christian image, all the students and teachers attended regular church services at the local church. In addition, a priest from Slovakia, Dr. Pavel Boharčík (*Boharčík, Pavel, Slovakia) came to the school to teach religion, but in reality, he was merely teaching the students Hungarian. “With great difficulties I succeeded in protecting all of the residents of the boarding school, both the youth and the Jewish personnel, from deportation to Auschwitz,” wrote Franciszek Świder in his testimony to Yad Vashem. He also noted that both the adults and the students were brought over to Budapest and dispersed into private apartments. Upon the end of the war, some of the Vac students returned to Poland, but the majority resettled in the United States and Israel. On January 26, 1977, Yad Vashem recognized Franciszek Świder, Maria Wąskowska-Tomanek and Henryk Sławik as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981).]


[bookmark: _Hlk97273757][bookmark: _Hlk172537323][bookmark: _Hlk209601073]Gilbert Simond, Representative of the International Red Cross, Ankara, Turkey, 1943-1945

Gilbert Simond was the representative of the International Red Cross in Ankara, Turkey.  He worked to help Jewish refugees escape from eastern Europe to Turkey.  The British provisionally agreed to allow Jews already in Turkey to enter Palestine.  Simond worked with the Jewish Agency for Palestine (Yishuv) to arrange for immigration visas.  He worked with the representative of the War Refugee Board, Ira Hirschmann, the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, and with US Ambassador to Turkey Laurence Steinhardt.

[Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 110-112, 115, 210-211, 213-214, 243.] 
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[bookmark: _Hlk97273830][bookmark: _Hlk172537398]Robert Townsend Smallbones, British Consul, Frankfurt, Germany, 1938-39

British consular official in Frankfurt, Germany, R. T. Smallbones, (19 March 1884 – 29 May 1976) had made an agreement with the local Nazis and Gestapo that would release prisoners from German concentration camps on the strength of his word that a visa had been granted to the internee.  Smallbones knew it was important to grant visas quickly and minimize red tape.  Smallbones issued many visas to Jewish refugees in Frankfurt.  

Smallbones wrote:

On 14 December 1938, Robert Smallbones, British Embassy in Berlin: ‘As far as is possible to mitigate the plight of the Jews in Germany, I venture to think that the policy indicated at present is not “women and children first,” but men first; they are in the concentration camps and in imminent danger of death, and they are the potential bread-winners. If they die the problem of dealing with their families will be all the more formidable. I gather that some of the Quakers wish to put up an organization in Germany to feed and clothe non-Aryans, and that they contemplate gradual evacuation spread over a number of years. Unless the German government agrees to such a scheme it is difficult to calculate what percentage of these people will survive their enforced stay in Germany.’ Smallbones added that ‘it might be useful’ to bring the facts of current German persecution of the Jews to the notice of those governments outside Germany, ‘which contemplate doing something towards the solution of this problem’.

[I] ‘went to see the local head of the Gestapo to arrange that Jews would be released from the concentration camps if they produced the promise of a British visa and if they had only been interned because they were Jews and if no charge was to be preferred against them. He said that they could only be released if, in addition, they had all their 22 German emigration papers in order, passports, exit visas, certificates from the inland revenue that they had paid income and other taxes etc. I replied that this was an impossible condition as they could not themselves attend to these formalities while locked up and as the Jewish lawyers who could act for them were also interned; few Aryan lawyers would risk importuning the authorities on their behalf. We had a fierce argument and I started shouting in the proper German manner. When I jumped up and said that my proposal to help Germany to be rid of some of their Jews was off, and that I would report by telegram to my Government, the Gestapo bully collapsed and we made an agreement in the sense desired by me. I know of no case in which a promise of a visa given by me did not lead to the immediate release of the interned.’

Before leaving London, he had told the Home Office that 

‘I would be personally responsible for the ultimate decision in each case in my district. My American colleague in Frankfurt was not authorized to grant visas and we had to correspond about every applicant with Stuttgart…. I had a relatively large staff and they were hard put to it dealing with the interminable queue besieging us. I usually worked about eighteen hours a day. The longest stretch I remember was from early in the morning until midnight when I fell asleep for a few minutes on my desk…. I went to bed…. After two hours sleep 23 my conscience pricked me. The feeling was horrible that there were people in concentration camp whom I could get out and that I was comfortable in bed…. I returned to my desk and stayed there until the next midnight. I had a nervous breakdown after a few months…. The last straw that broke my back was the case of a person who died in a concentration camp because one of my staff had failed to get my signature and to dispatch the promise of a visa which was in order.’

[bookmark: _Hlk172567925]In October 1939, shortly after the outbreak of war, Smallbones - back in Britain - went to the Home Office to find out how many had benefited ‘under what they were kind enough to call the “Smallbones Scheme”. I was told in confidence and not for publication in the press that some 48,000 persons had entered the United Kingdom under it and that another 50,000 cases were under consideration when war broke out. They did not want the numbers to be made known, partly because some of the refuges had made themselves very unpopular and partly because the Home Office might be attacked for having admitted such numbers as an administrative measure without the specific sanction of Parliament.’

[bookmark: _Hlk214435638]He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk209601089][London, L. Whitehall and the Jews, 1933-1948: British immigration policy, Jewish refugees and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 115.  Gilbert, Martin. “British government policy towards Jewish refugees (November 1938-September 1939). Yad Vashem Studies, 13 (1979), 127-128, 130.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214435764][bookmark: _Hlk214633280]Ján Spišiak*, Slovak diplomat in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-1945 

Dr. Spisiak*, Slovakian Consul in Budapest, provided Slovakian Jewish refugees with false passports. Vince Tomek, a priest, helped distribute these passports.  He also helped the Jews in the Pest ghetto.  

Yad Vashem Citation:

[bookmark: _Hlk214633317]“During the war Ján Spišiak* served as a Slovak diplomat in Budapest. Following the German occupation of Hungary on 19 March 1944, Jewish refugees who had fled from Slovakia to the relative safety of Hungary came into danger again. Since in the first half of 1944 there were no deportations from Slovakia, many wanted to return home. Spišiak helped many of these Jews, among them Jewish children who had been sent to Hungary, but who now were to be returned to their parents in Slovakia. The Hungarian rescue organizations therefore turned to the Slovak diplomatic mission. The matter was brought to the Slovak authorities for their decision, and on 20 June 1944 it was decided to reject the request and not to permit the return of the refugees. Nevertheless, Spišiak managed to help many of them and secure their return. He did so also for Slovak Jews who were illegally staying in Hungary, who had lost their citizenship and were thus unable to return home. Notwithstanding his instructions, Spišiak provided them with passports or other protective papers, and in some cases used false names that identified them as non-Jews. Rumors about Spišiak’s help reached the German Plenipotentiary in Hungary, Edmund Veesenmayer, who asked Berlin “to prevail on the Slovak government not to come to the help of the Slovak Jews in Hungary so as to enable the Hungarian authorities to implement the [deportation] operation.” This request was passed in writing to Mach, the Slovak minister of Interior, by the German representative in Bratislava.

Among those helped by Spišiak were members of the Zionist Youth movements who were active in rescue operations. Peretz Revesz told Yad Vashem that Spišiak gave him five passports, for himself and for four his friends. Revesz did not use the passport to return to Slovakia, but remained in Hungary and continued to work for the rescue of children. Nevertheless, the passport provided cover for his activity. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214435893]On 25 December 2006 Yad Vashem recognized Ján Spišiak as “Righteous Among the Nations.” He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Hetényi, Varga K., “Those Who Were Persecuted Because of the Truth.” Ecclesia, Budapest, 1985.  Asaf, 1990, p. 105. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948). Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981).]

[bookmark: _Hlk97274088]
Stabila, Italian Consulate in Salonika, Greece, 1943

Stabila helped save Jews at the Italian consulate in Salonika, Greece.  He worked under Consul Generals Zamboni and Castrucci.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), p. 614. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Carpi, Daniel (Ed.). Italian Diplomatic Documents on the History of the Holocaust in Greece (1941-1943). (Tel Aviv: Diaspora Research Institute, 1999).  Carpi, Daniel. "Notes on the History of the Jews in Greece during the Holocaust Period: The Attitude of the Italians (1941-1943)." In Festschrift in Honor of Dr. George S. Wise, H. Ben-Shahar et al., Eds., pp. 25-62. (Tel Aviv, 1981).]

[bookmark: _Hlk214261608]Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki*, Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs in Hungary. 
See also Henryk Sławik*, Dr. József Antall*, Erzsébet Szapáry, Papal nuncio Angelo Rotta*

Yad Vashem citation:
[bookmark: _Hlk214261745]“With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. Dr. József Antall* was responsible for civilian refugees for the Ministry of Interior during the years 1939 – 1944. Dr. Antall* worked in cooperation with the Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs in Hungary, headed by Henryk Sławik* and Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, which was actually the representative of the Polish government-in-exile. The lawyer Tzvi (Henryk) Zimmerman, who escaped from Poland to Hungary at the end of 1943, later testified that this Polish Committee, together with Antall, greatly contributed to the efforts to rescue Jews who had fled from Poland to Hungary, by disguising them as non-Jews. Dr. Siegfried Róth, a refugee from Slovakia living in Hungary who was active in the underground activities of the Zionist Youth movement, testified after the war that he met with Dr. Antall in his office in 1943, and that Antall offered his help to any of the members of the underground who might need it. Indeed, on occasions when some of Róth’s friends were arrested, Róth went to Antall, who always intervened and sometimes managed to get people released. After the Germans invaded Hungary, the heads of the Polish Committee were arrested by the Gestapo. Some, like Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, were murdered immediately, and some, like Henryk Sławik and Erzsébet Szapáry, were brutally interrogated and deported to camps in the Reich. Antall, too, was arrested in July 1944, but was released some time afterwards thanks to his friends in the Polish Committee, who claimed in their interrogations that Antall knew nothing about their illegal activities. After the war, Antall was appointed as the Minister of Rehabilitation and the Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214266585][bookmark: _Hlk97274111][bookmark: _Hlk158650887]Henry Myles Standish, US Vice Consul in Charge of Visas, Marseilles, France, 1937-41, War Refugee Board 1944-1945

see also Varian Fry,* Hiram Bingham, Fritz Heine*, Nimes Committee

Myles Standish was assigned to the U.S Consulate in Marseille, France 1937-1941. He was in charge of the Visa section there. When Standish arrived in Marseille, the Spanish Civil War had been raging for a year and would continue for two years until ending in 1939. As the only Spanish-speaking Foreign Service Officer there, he served as a liaison and communications officer with the American Foreign Service establishments and Spanish Republicans during the war. While stationed in Marseilles, Standish traveled extensively in France and made frequent trips to Spain and the Billerica Islands, Switzerland, and Italy. He was a quick study on the job and obtained a complete knowledge of France and a command of the language. In the period from July 1940 to May 1941, Standish was actively in the search for German and Italian agents posing as refugees and successfully cooperated with the counter espionage service of the French and British. After the establishment of the government at Vichy, Myles became involved in tracking the German and Italian intelligence operations in unoccupied France and North Africa.
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“For the four years on assignment in Marseilles, and particularly after the signing of the Franco-German Armistice in June 1940, which set up the German occupation zone in northern France and the free zone in the south, he met many of the prominent members of the de Gaullist and other French resistance groups”. 

Myles Standish, like Hiram Bingham IV, issued visas liberally to Jewish and other refugees seeking to escape France to Spain and Portugal. They both side-stepped State Department rules and regulations in doing so. Standish and Bingham both worked closely with relief organizations, including the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC-Quakers), the Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC), The Nimes Committee, the Unitarian Service Committee (USC), the American Red Cross and groups to provide refugees protective travel papers as well as aid, such as food, money, and shelter.  Standish was active in the rescue of Lion Feuchtwanger from a French-German internment camp in 1940.  Also aided were Walter Meyerhof, a Nobel Prize-winning physiologist, and Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson and his wife, Chaya.  After his assignment in Marseilles, Standish took a position with the War Refugee Board (WRB) finding escape routes for refugees in Europe. Standish was also tasked with helping to prepare lists of Nazi war criminals to be prosecuted, after the war, by the United States government.  
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Group portrait of European refugees saved by the Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC) on board the Paul-Lemerle, a converted cargo ship sailing from Marseilles to Martinique.

(Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House). Marino, Andy. A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 99-100, 120. Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996), pp. 130, 142, 144. Hockley, Ralph M. Freedom is not Free. (2000). US Holocaust Memorial Museum. Assignment Rescue: The Story of Varian Fry and the Emergency Rescue Committee. [Exhibit catalog.] (Washington, DC: US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1997), p. 7.  Wyman, David S. Paper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis, 1939-1941. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), pp. 167-168.   FDR Library War Refugee Board Archives, 1944-1945. JDC Archives, NYC. Feuchtwanger, Lion, The Devil in France: My Encounter with Him in the Summer of 1940, Viking, 1940, Varian Fry Papers, Columbia University.  HICEM records, France, YIVO Archives.  Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), p. 171.  American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives, New York City.) 
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[bookmark: _Hlk214266652]Laurence A. Steinhardt, US Ambassador to USSR 1939-1941, and Turkey 1942-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214436236][bookmark: _Hlk214436322]See also Monsignor Angelo Guiseppe Roncalli, Ira Hirschmann

Laurence Steinhardt was the only Jewish senior member of the US State Department prior to and during World War II.  In 1939, President Roosevelt appointed Laurence Steinhardt Ambassador to the Soviet Union.  This was a crucial and sensitive appointment, particularly in light of the recently signed Nazi-Soviet pact.  With the outbreak of war and the Nazi invasion of Poland, Steinhardt took secret steps to help Eastern European Jews escape the Nazis.  Aware, however, that the Soviets were planting agents among refugees seeking admission to the U.S., Steinhardt opposed their indiscriminate admission, urging careful screening.  He was instrumental in negotiating the first lend-lease agreement with the Soviets and transferred the Embassy to Kuybyshev when Stalin moved the Soviet government thence from threatened Moscow.  Early in 1942, Steinhardt was made Ambassador to Turkey, and for the next three years played a vital part in helping to win the Turkish republic to the Allied cause.  
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Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt (behind President Roosevelt) and British Ambassador to Turkey Sir Hughe Knatchbull-Hugessen (behind Winston Churchill) during the Second Cairo Conference.

Steinhardt was further instrumental in completing lend-lease agreements with Turkey.  While in Turkey, Steinhardt was responsible for helping Jews throughout Eastern Europe.  He worked with Jewish rescue and relief agencies and other diplomats, including Papal representative in Ankara Monsignor Roncalli, later Pope John XXIII, in helping to save Jews.  Steinhardt and Roncalli jointly implemented a plan to distribute Vatican documents to Jewish refugees who were under threat of deportation.  Steinhardt also worked with the newly-established War Refugee Board, founded in January 1944.  He worked closely with board representative Ira Hirschmann.  As a result of this successful collaboration, nearly 50,000 Jews were saved.  In 1950, he was killed in a place crash while on a mission for the State Department.  

[Feingold, Henry. The Politics of Rescue: The Roosevelt Administration and the Holocaust, 1938-1944. (New Brunswick, NJ:(New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1970), pp. 145, 281-291.  Friedman, Saul S. No Haven for the Oppressed. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1973), pp. 120, 147. Wyman, David S. The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust, 1941-1945. (New York: Pantheon, 1984), pp. 216-217, 219, 239-240, 244. Hirschmann, Ira A. Life Line to a Promised Land. (New York: Vanguard Press, 1946), pp. 18, 22, 42-43, 49, 58, 61, 63-64, 71, 84-85, 105, 109, 131, 137, 153, 166-167, 168. Hirschmann, Ira. Caution to the Winds. (New York: David McKay Co.), pp. 179-185. Hirschmann, Ira A.  The Embers Still Burn. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1949).  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 945, 947, 1095, 1108, 1286 fn165, 1288 fn209.  Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 239, 665.  Shaw, Stanford J. Turkey and the Holocaust: Turkey’s Role in Rescuing Turkish and European Jewry from Nazi Persecution, 1933-1945. (New York: New York University Press, 1993), pp. 124-126, 128, 291-295, 300-301. Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died: A Chronicle of American Apathy. (New York: Random House, 1967), pp. 331-332, 368-369. Penkower, Monty Noam. The Jews Were Expendable: Free World diplomacy and the Holocaust.  (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 63-67, 174-175, 177-178, 250.  See Yishuv in Turkey, Ira Hirschmann and Cardinal Roncalli. Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 629-630, 634. Hebblethwaite, Peter. Pope John XXIII: Shepherd of the modern world. (New York, 1985), pp. 141-143. Lapide, Pinchas E. Three Popes and the Jews. (New York: Hawthorn Books, 1967). Morley, John. Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews during the Holocaust, 1939-1943. (New York: Ktav, 1980), pp. 43, 45, 61, 91-92, 94, 122-123, 161, 206. Ofer, D. “The Rescue Activities of the Jewish Agency Delegation in Istanbul in 1943.” In Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman and E. Zuroff, pp. 435-450. (Jerusalem, 1977). Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 395, 397, 406.  Friling, Tuvia, translated by Ora Cummings. Arrows in the Dark: David Ben-Gurion, the Yishuv Leadership, and Rescue Attempts during the Holocaust (Vols. 1 and 2). (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2005).]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97274276][bookmark: _Hlk172562182]
[bookmark: _Hlk214266679][bookmark: _Hlk214551772]Bertold (Bernard) Storfer, Kommerzialrat (commercial attaché), Af-Al-Pi – Perl Transporte.  
[bookmark: _Hlk193616218]
[bookmark: _Hlk97274327]Bertold Storfer (December 16, 1880, murdered Auschwitz Death Camp November 1944) was a Jewish businessman from Vienna.  He was a Kommerzialrat (commercial attaché), which was an honorary title given by the former Austrian government to business leaders. He used this title to arrange for letters of transit and papers for Jews.  He arranged for numerous Viennese Jews to emigrate from Vienna.  He arranged for numerous ship transports. He worked in conjunction with Af-Al-Pi – Perl Transporte.  On September 3, 1940, a small group of river boats, with Jews organized by Storfer, departed from Vienna. The route of the Jewish refugees, especially from Austria, led down the Danube to a Black Sea port and from there into the British Mandate of Palestine. “Storfer helped 2,042 Austrian and 7,054 German and other Jews, a total of 9,096 people, to escape from the impending Nazi genocide.

[bookmark: _Hlk214551699]In October 1941, the departure of Jews from the Nazi sphere of influence was prohibited and the targeted murder of all Jews in the German sphere began. After emigration was banned Storfer went into hiding but was arrested and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp where he was murdered in November 1944.  

[Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981).  Levin, Nora. The Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry, 1933-1945. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968), pp. 144-145.  Ofer, Dalia. Escaping the Holocaust: Illegal Immigration to the Land of Israel, 1939-1944. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990). Perl, William R. The Four-Front War: From the Holocaust to the Promised Land. (New York: Crown Publishers, 1978), p. 241.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213356019]Vratislav Stula, Nimes Committee and Czech Aid 

Vratislav Stula, a Czech citizen, came to Aix-Marsielle in August 1939. He served as an infantry corporal in military campaigns fighting against Germany during the spring and early summer of 1940. Following the Battle of France, Stula was officially demobilized from Czech army service in June 1940. Joining an underground unit of the Free French Forces in June 1941, Stula served as a covert combat member of the French Resistance Movement through 1945. 

Stula worked as the assistant director of Czech Aid (Centre d'Aide Tchécoslovaque)—a part of the original Nimes Committee and the only remaining Czechoslovak organization in existence during WWII in unoccupied (Vichy) France—to provide assistance to hundreds of demobilized Czech soldiers and other refugees. Under the auspices of the Czech Aid refugee program, he worked under false identity papers, using the alias “Mr. Thurmond” in securing shelter, support and food for Jews and other refugees including allied soldiers.  In 1943, the Gestapo raided the offices of the Marseilles Centre d'Aide Tchécoslovaque. They interrogated “Mr. Thurmond” and threatened to execute his family, but Stula narrowly escaped. The Gestapo later issued a warrant for Stula’s arrest with a 50,000-franc reward on his head, and subsequently closed the Czech Aid organization. 

Through additional underground negotiations, Stula, Slavomir Brazk and Pastor Toureille successfully established a new covert committee to aid refugees and allied soldiers. In Geneva, Dr. Lowrie was able to secure 20,000 francs per month for the new “committee.” The funds were filtered through Foreign Office officials in Vichy and delivered to the committee through “black market” channels. Thanks to these funds, Stula and Brazk could continue, at great personal risk, practically all Czech Aid relief services previously under the guidance of the Nîmes Committee. The funds helped save children, families and refugees, including allied soldiers, until the end of the war. Following the war, Stula was awarded the Croix de Guerre and the Medaille de la Resistance, and was recognized for his active military service by General Charles De Gaulle. 
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Chiune Sugihara

[bookmark: _Hlk213441191][bookmark: _Hlk214633356][bookmark: _Hlk97274396]Chiune Sugihara,* Consul for Japan in Kovno (Kaunas), Lithuania, 1939-1940

Chiune Sugihara, Vice Consul for Japan in Kovno, Lithuania, issued transit visas to thousands of Polish Jews stranded in Lithuania.  He issued these visas between July 27 and August 28, 1940.  Sugihara asked for and obtained an extension to remain in Kovno for an extra 20 days from the occupying Soviet government officials.  He even issued visas as his train was leaving Kovno for his next assignment.  He issued the visas against the express orders of his government.  These orders explicitly stated that he was not to issue visas to refugees who did not have proper documentation and funds to travel through Japan.  Most of the Jewish refugees met neither requirement.  The Japanese transit visas allowed the refugees to escape from Lithuania through the Soviet Union to Kobe, Japan.  From there, many were able to escape to the United States, Canada, South America, Australia and Palestine.  About 1,000 refugees survived the war in Shanghai, China.  In 1947, he was forced to resign from the Japanese diplomatic service.  He always believed this was for his actions in Lithuania.  Sugihara was declared Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1984.  He died in 1985.  In 2001, the Japanese government apologized to Sugihara’s family for not recognizing his heroic actions sooner. He was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.
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Sugihara Visa

[Levine, Hillel. In Search of Sugihara: The Elusive Japanese Diplomat Who Risked His Life to Rescue 10,000 Jews from the Holocaust. (New York: Free Press, 1996). Sugihara, Yukiko, translated by Hiroki Sugihara with Anne Akabori, edited by Lani Silver and Eric Saul. Visas for Life. (South San Francisco, 1993). Sakamoto, Pamela R. Japanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugees: A World War II Dilemma. (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 1264, 1280, 1423-1424, 1596 ill. Zuroff, Efraim. “Attempts to obtain Shanghai permits in 1941: A case of rescue priority during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 13 (1979), 321-351.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214461068]Kauko Supanen, Vice Consul for Finland in Vienna, Austria, 1938-?

After the German Anschluss (annexation of Austria) in March 1938, several hundred foreign Jews arrived in Finland.  Most were in transit to other countries, but some stayed.  At first, the Finnish government had no consistent policy regarding Jewish refugees.  The Finnish Vice Consul in Vienna, Kauko Supanen, generously granted provisional visas to Jews.  On August 13, 1938, 50 Jews on the ship Ariadne sailed into Helsinki harbor and were allowed to enter Finland.  A week later, 60 Jews on the same ship were refused entry.  Supanen pretended to act out of ignorance of the Home Office visa policy.  He told refugees as late as August 1938 that Finland was open to Jews bearing Austrian passports, with or without visas.  He thus allowed many Austrian Jews to immigrate to Finland.  Supanen received a severe reprimand for his conduct from the Foreign ministry in Helsinki.  In his reprimand, it said: “As a responsible officer, you are forbidden to give advice apt to generate a flood of aliens seeking to enter Finland.  It is your duty to prevent such a flood with all your might.”  

[Rautkallio, Hanno. Finland and the Holocaust: The Rescue of Finland's Jews, pp. 65-70. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1987). Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990). Yale Holocaust Encyclopedia, p. 204.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214436462][bookmark: _Hlk213441232][image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk214532018]László Szamosi, Spanish Legation Budapest, Resistance, Department A International Committee of the Red Cross, (ICRC), Jószsefne (Joszi) Szamosi

[bookmark: _Hlk213439036][bookmark: _Hlk208067949]Lásló Szamosi was a major rescue activist who worked out of the Spanish Legation in Budapest and Department A of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Worked with Otto Komoly. Also worked with Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg* and other diplomats. He helped operate children’s home at 90 Dob Street, Budapest.  He worked to save children in Spanish protected houses.  He also served as an important liaison with the neutral legations in Budapest. Other diplomats were given credit for his effective recue work.

[bookmark: _Hlk214436544][image: ]
Identification card of Laszlo Szamosi family and relatives, issued by the Spanish legation in Budapest.

Cohen, 1986, p. 173:

“Another who contributed greatly to the operation of this refuge was László Szamosi, a local young man who had previously not been associated with the Resistance, but bore Aryan papers. His name appeared on the list of those scheduled to go on the aliyah being arranged at Vadász Street. When his wife and two children could no longer stand the hardships involved in seeking a place to live, the entire family moved into the children’s home directed by Kertész. Szamosi recalled his experience:

“‘We came to the children’s home at 90 Dob Street at the end of October.... There were about 50 or 60 children there at the time.... The place afforded a relative degree of security to those inside, adults and children alike, but this was only within its walls. From the windows we could see men and women being rounded up on suspicion of being Jews.... The day after our arrival I went out, of course without the Yellow badge, and went to a friend who had a wholesale shop for household supplies. I bought everything I could get: dishes, pots, eating utensils, cleaning implements, kerosene, even anti-lice material. I went to our former home, where there was a plant for the manufacture of noodles. I bought 300 kilograms which my friend, owner of the place, “swiped” from an order intended for the army.... Thereafter there was a steady supply of food provided by Department A of the Red Cross, headed by Komoly.’”

[bookmark: _Hlk214436590][image: ]

Laszlo Szamosi and his wife, Eugenia.

[bookmark: _Hlk208068074]Bierman, 1981, p. 103:

[bookmark: _Hlk213439335]“Wallenberg enlisted, or bought the aid and co-operation of many people in his rescue operations and wherever possible coordinated his efforts with those of others, such as the active Swiss consul, Charles Lutz, and the Swedish Red Cross representative, Waldemar Langlet. Yet perhaps his most fruitful collaboration was with the infinitely resourceful and audacious Lászlo Szamosi, a Jew who accomplished the remarkable feat of becoming de facto ambassador of Franco Spain in the final stages of the siege of Budapest.

[bookmark: _Hlk213439398][…] “Through his work at the children’s home in Dob Street, Szamosi quickly became a member of the A Section of the International Red Cross in Budapest, which had overall responsibility for the welfare of parent-less Jewish children. The Swiss official representative of the IRC, Frederic Born, had little staff and few resources and was happy to leave the A Section in the control of undercover Jews, headed by the Zionist leader Ottó Komoly. Komoly had links with another underground Zionist cell which specialized in forging Aryan documents and foreign protection passes. They had tried their hand at the Wallenberg passports, but finding these too difficult to copy convincingly, had concentrated on the Swiss Schutzpässe, which they turned out in large numbers.

“Szamosi had a typewriter with the same typeface as the machine that had printed the Swiss passes. He and his wife would find out from the children who were brought to the home the names of their parents who had been taken away for deportation and herded temporarily into a large brickyard on the outskirts of the city. When they knew the names they would type them onto the passes. Armed with his IRC credentials, Szamosi would go to the brickyard and get his new “protégés” extracted from the transports. It was on one of these missions that he first encountered Wallenberg, doing the same thing. ‘He seemed at first rather quiet and reserved, a gentle man, almost effeminate,’ Szamosi recalls. ‘I soon found out how deceptive this first impression could be.’

“When the death marches began in early November 1944 he made another vital contact—Zoltán Farkas, a Gentile former acquaintance who was then legal adviser to the Spanish embassy. Through Farkas, he quickly got an introduction to the chargé d’affaires, Angel Sans-[Briz]. Appealing to him with all the moral authority of the Red cross, Szamosi got Sans-[Briz] to agree that, in addition to the few Spanish-descended Jews already under his country’s protection, he would help other Jews by issuing a substantial number of extra protective passes, without inquiring too closely into antecedents. Once again, Szamosi went around collecting parents’ names from abandoned children and then turned the lists over to the Spanish embassy for the passes to be issued. He wrote: ‘I then arranged with Wallenberg that he should join to his Swedish list the Spanish and Swiss lists, which I would hand over to him. Similarly, some safe-conducts were issued by the Papal Nunciature, and I asked Wallenberg to take these to the frontier too. While Wallenberg and his assistants were going to the frontier I persuaded Farkas to get in touch on behalf of the Spanish embassy with the Hungarian officials at the border and send them money to make sure that our lists were honoured. I supported my argument by signing over to Farkas one of my valuable building sites in Buda.’

“Whenever Wallenberg sent a group of rescued Jews back from the frontier by train, Szamosi would go out to meet them and help get them safely into Swedish and other protected houses. Since they were generally in a desperate condition after a week on the march and some days packed into cattle cars, and since the streets were constantly being patrolled by Arrow Cross bands, this reception work was no easy matter. Szamosi bribed policemen to help him escort his charges through the streets, brandishing his Red Cross credentials at anyone who made inquiries.”

[bookmark: _Hlk208069011][Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 1443-1444, Cohen, Asher, The Halutz Resistance in Hungary 1942-1944. (Institute for Holocaust Studies of the City University of New York), 1986 pp. 173, 194, 271. Komoly, Thomas. Orphans of the Holocaust: Ottó Komoly’s Diary, Budapest 1944. (New York: Austin Macauley, 2024) p. 65, 134, 150-151.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214266928][bookmark: _Hlk214436634][bookmark: _Hlk209601248]Erzsébet Szapáry*, Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs in Hungary. 
[bookmark: _Hlk214552451]See also Henryk Sławik*, Dr. József Antall*, Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, Papal nuncio Angelo Rotta* 

Yad Vashem citation:
[bookmark: _Hlk214266969][bookmark: _Hlk214551981][bookmark: _Hlk214552416]“With the defeat of Poland in September 1939 and the subsequent Nazi occupation, thousands of Poles crossed into Hungary and settled there. The Polish refugees were followed by hundreds of Jewish families. More Jewish refugees arrived in 1942 and 1943, when the Polish ghettos were liquidated and Hungary was still relatively safe. Dr. József Antall was responsible for civilian refugees for the Ministry of Interior during the years 1939 – 1944. Dr. Antall* worked in cooperation with the Polish Citizens’ Committee for Refugee Affairs in Hungary, headed by Henryk Sławik* and Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki*, which was actually the representative of the Polish government-in-exile. The lawyer Tzvi (Henryk) Zimmerman, who escaped from Poland to Hungary at the end of 1943, later testified that this Polish Committee, together with Antall, greatly contributed to the efforts to rescue Jews who had fled from Poland to Hungary, by disguising them as non-Jews. Dr. Siegfried Róth, a refugee from Slovakia living in Hungary who was active in the underground activities of the Zionist Youth movement, testified after the war that he met with Dr. Antall in his office in 1943, and that Antall offered his help to any of the members of the underground who might need it. Indeed, on occasions when some of Róth’s friends were arrested, Róth went to Antall, who always intervened and sometimes managed to get people released. After the Germans invaded Hungary, the heads of the Polish Committee were arrested by the Gestapo. Some, like Jan Kołłątaj-Srzednicki, were murdered immediately, and some, like Henryk Sławik and Erzsébet Szapáry, were brutally interrogated and deported to camps in the Reich. Antall, too, was arrested in July 1944, but was released some time afterwards thanks to his friends in the Polish Committee, who claimed in their interrogations that Antall knew nothing about their illegal activities. After the war, Antall was appointed as the Minister of Rehabilitation and the Chairman of the Hungarian Red Cross. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214436764][image: Karoly Szabo, 1947]
Karoly Szabo, 1947
[bookmark: _Hlk214267017]Károly Szabó*, Swedish Legation, Budapest Hungary
Yad Vashem citation M.312/11226:
“Károly Szabó* was born in 1916. During WWII he served in the Hungarian army, but was released from service in 1942 after being wounded at the front. Szabó returned to his work as office equipment technician but, impacted by what he had seen on the eastern front, convinced his childhood friend Szalai Pal* to distance himself from the Arrow Cross Fascist movement. During 1944, the two friends worked closely together to rescue Jews in Budapest. Working as a typewriter technician at the Swedish embassy brought Szabó into contact with Raoul Wallenberg’s office, and he became an operative of Wallenberg’s humanitarian network. His friend Pal, who in 1944 was recruited by the Arrow Cross as a police officer but who used his position to help Jews, provided Szabó with papers identifying him as a state security detective, enabling him to move about freely throughout Budapest. In December 1944, the Red Army began encircling the Hungarian capital. Arrow Cross government and officials, who had been in power since October, fled to western Hungary, leaving the city in a state of anarchy. Isolated groups of Arrow Cross militia were left without central leadership, inflicting a reign of terror on the city’s Jews. In January 1945, militiamen began to burst into buildings protected by foreign embassies, dragged the Jews out and, disregarding all protective documents issued by the neutral countries, robbed and murdered many of the protected buildings’ residents. On January 11 and 14, two Jewish hospitals outside the ghetto boundaries were also raided, resulting in the deaths of both medical staff and patients. On the evening of January 8, 1945, a group of armed Arrow Cross men entered the Swedish Embassy building at 2-4 Üllői Street. A large group of Jews was dragged out of the building and taken to the local Arrow Cross command post at 41 Ferenc Körút Street. Some of them were apparently led to the banks of the Danube to be shot into the river, whileothers were held in the command post, where they were lined up against the wall to be shot. Otto Fleischmann, a member of Wallenberg's staff, managed to alert Szalai Pal at his police station. Károly Szabó had followed the Jews and their Arrow Cross guards, and informed Pal about the group’s whereabouts. The two men, accompanied by police forces, arrived at the command post and, under enormous personal risk, confronted the militia and liberated the Jews – Szabó acting on behalf of the Swedish Embassy and Pal as an Arrow Cross police officer. The 166 Jews (according to Szalai Pal’s postwar acount) were returned to the Swedish Embassy. Among the group were people who knew both Pal and Szabó, including Lajos Stöckler, head of the local Judenrat who had been hiding with his eight-member family at the Swedish Embassy for three days. Shortly after liberation, on 26 Februray 1945, Stöckler wrote a letter thanking Károly Szabó for rushing with Szalai Pal to save the group "that was condemned to death." In 1953 preparations began for a show trial in Budapest, which claimed that Raoul Wallenberg had never been in the Soviet Union and that his disappearance was "the result of a Zionist plot." Three leaders of the Jewish community of Budapest, including Lajos Stöckler, were arrested together with Szalai Pal and Károly Szabó, interrogated and tortured. Szabó was sent to prison, and his family heard nothing from him for six months. After Stalin's death, the trial was abandoned and the prisoners released. Károly Szabó died in Budapest in 1964. On October 29, 2012, Yad Vashem recognized Károly Szabó as Righteous Among the Nations. 
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Károly Szabó passport


[bookmark: _Hlk214460912]

Viktor Szász, Hungarian Consul in German-Occupied Italy, 1943-44?

Viktor Szász was the Hungarian Consul in German-occupied Italy.  He was an assistant in the rescue activity of Father Marie-Bénoit.  He issued hundreds of identity documents for the Jewish protectees of Father Bénoit. He worked with the Jewish relief agency Delegazione Assistenze Emigranti Ebrei (Jewish Emigrant Association; Delasem).  

[Waagenaar, Sam. The Pope’s Jews. (La Salle, IL: Open Court Publishers, 1974), pp. 395.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 101.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214267203]Reverend Gábor Sztehló* Good Shepard Committee, Volunteer International Committee of the Red Cross, Section B, Budapest

[bookmark: _Hlk214436972]See also Valdemar* and Nina Langelet*, Friedrich Born*

Reverend Gábor Sztehló*, (1909-May 5, 1974) Evangelical Minister, Volunteer, International Red Cross, Section B, and Member of the Good Shepard Committee, Budapest, 1944-45.

[bookmark: _Hlk195683451]From March 1944, commissioned by Bishop Sándor Raffay, Reverend Sztehló volunteered for and supervised Section B of the International Red Cross, which established a special department for the feeding, housing and protection of Jewish children in Budapest.  Section B provided emergency safe houses for Jews and worked closely with Valdemar Langlet of the Swedish Red Cross and Friedrich Born of the International Red Cross.  Sztehló also smuggled Jewish children out of the Pest ghetto.  The first home was opened on October 5, 1944, by Gábor Sztehlo's uncle, Ottó Haggenmacher in the villa offered by District I, Bérc Utca 16. In December 1944, he organized the accommodation and care of children in 32 homes with the support of the Swiss Red Cross in the family villa of railway director Ákos Neÿ. He was responsible for saving more than one thousand Jewish children during the last months of the German occupation.  One of the hundreds children rescued was György Oláh, later a Nobel Prize-winning scientist Sztehló was honored by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the Nations in 1972.

[bookmark: _Hlk214437020]Yad Vashem Citation M.31.2/722:

“In the fall of 1944, the International Red Cross founded two departments for the care of children. One, Section A, was under Zionist leadership, and was responsible for Jewish children. The other, Section B, was responsible for Protestant children of Jewish origin, and was headed by the Lutheran minister, Dr. Gábor Sztehlo. Section B operated 32 “Good Shepherd” residences in Budapest. Although, officially, these residents provided protection for Protestant children, under Sztehlo’s leadership, they also served as a place of refuge for Jewish children and adults during the Arrow Cross period. Thanks to Sztehlo and the Good Shepherd organization, the lives of 1,500 Jewish children and 500 adults were saved. Budapest’s Good Shepherd residences were established throughout the city in the autumn of 1944. These residences were located in private homes whose owners had decided to cooperate with the International Red Cross, either for monetary compensation and/or because they supported the organization’s humanitarian efforts. Sztehlo oversaw the day-to-day functioning of all the residences – both in terms of finances and in terms of the on-going struggle to protect the people living there. He helped maintain contact between the various residences, and between the residences and Friedrich Born* (see Switzerland), the International Red Cross representative in the city. Arrow Cross gangs, accompanied by German soldiers, invaded the residences on a number of occasions, looking for hidden Jews. Despite the danger, Sztehlo heroically resisted the attacks, and managed to save residents from arrest. Under his orders, the Jewish children in the residences were equipped with forged Aryan papers, and they acted out their roles as required. In December 1944, children from a number of the Good Shepherd residences were rounded up and taken to the main ghetto. When Sztehlo found out, he and his assistants stole into the ghetto and smuggled the children back to the Good Shepherd houses, in the Aryan part of the city. During this period, Sztehlo himself lived in one of the Good Shepherd residences together with his family. Within the walls of his own residence, Sztehlo sheltered Jews, children as well as adults who had deserted from forced-labor units in order to avoid expulsion to the German Reich, 33 people in all. After the liberation, Sztehlo continued to look after the Jewish children until their families, or Jewish refugee organizations came to take them. Later, Sztehlo moved with his family to Switzerland, where he died in 1974. After the war, Sztehlo’s survivors scattered to the four corners of the globe. They established the Children of Sztehlo organization and faithfully guard his memory. Among the survivors are David Peleg, later a teacher in Israel, and Pál Fóti who later testified that Sztehlo not only saved his life, he also saved his faith in mankind, without which he could not have survived. On January 30, 1972, Yad Vashem recognized Gábor Sztehlo as Righteous Among the Nations.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk97644152]Imre de Tahy, First Secretary, Hungarian Legation in Bern, Switzerland, Supervision of the Royal Hungarian Consulate General in Geneva and Zurich, Switzerland, and Chargé d’Affaires, Hungarian Legation in Bern, Switzerland, 1943-1948

Imre de Tahy was the First Secretary and Chargé d’Affaires in the Hungarian Legation in Bern, Switzerland, 1943-1948.  In his role as Chargé d’Affaires, he reported to the Hungarian government on the negative press campaign against Hungary in regards to its collaboration with Germany in the treatment of its Jews.  His actions and warnings may have had a positive effect on the Hungarian government to halt the deportations.  It also allowed for the emigration of Jewish children and others to emigrate to Palestine and other safe havens.

On July 4, 1944, Tahy sent a communiqué to Horthy emphasizing the urgency of taking action and avoiding the distinct possibility that Hungary’s reputation would be adversely affected.
 
On July 7, Hungarian Regent Horthy halted the deportation of Jews from Hungary to the death camps.  He had previously declared at a Crown Council meeting on June 26, that he would “order a halt in the transfer of Jews to Germany.”  The head of the International Red Cross (IRC), Max Huber, communicated with the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  He requested permission to send an IRC representative to inspect camps and to distribute aid to refugees.  On July 18, Tahy announced the decision of the Hungarian government to allow Jewish children and refugees with visas to emigrate.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk172561978][bookmark: _Hlk213441310]H. Pinkney Tuck, US Chargé d’Affaires, US Embassy, Vichy, 1942

“The French government considers the Jewish problem as of no importance and is going to use first the foreign Jews and later, if necessary, the French Jews to bargain with the Germans against the silly promise which Laval made to furnish 350,000 workers [to them]. How much longer the civilized world will continue to have anything to do with this, I do not know.”

                    - S. Pinckney Tuck, US Chargé d’Affaires in Vichy, 1942
[bookmark: _Hlk213439571][bookmark: _Hlk213439504]H. Pinkney Tuck was the US Chargé d’Affaires in Vichy, France, in 1942.  In the summer of 1942, Tuck complained and vigorously protested against the deportation of Jewish children from Vichy France.  This complaint was lodged personally with French Prime Minister Pierre Laval.  Laval, with sarcasm, asked Tuck if the United States would not take these Jewish refugee orphans off his hands.  Tuck then asked the US State Department to seriously consider Laval’s offer to hand over these Jewish orphans.  There were between 5,000 and 8,000 Jewish orphans in Vichy.  At this point, Tuck knew that if these children could not leave they would certainly be deported.  He also knew that deportation meant that these children would probably be murdered.  On September 28, Secretary of State Cordell Hull authorized 1,000 visas to have these children immigrate to the United States.  On October 23, Laval reneged on his offer and proposed to give over only 500 children.  Laval imposed so many difficult preconditions that they virtually ended the rescue efforts.  As a result, only 350 children were able to be saved and brought to the US.  This was done in spite of Vichy’s lack of cooperation.  Tuck was commended by a number of organizations for trying to help Jewish orphans survive.

Tuck was commended by a number of organizations for trying to help Jewish orphans survive.
[Marrus, Michael, R., and Robert O. Paxton. Vichy France and the Jews. (New York: Basic Books, 1981).  Poznanski, Renée. Jews in France during World War II. (Hanover: Brandeis University Press, 2001).  Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996), pp. 117, 152-153.  Wyman, David S. The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust, 1941-1945. (New York: Pantheon, 1984), pp. 36-37.  Bauer, Yehuda. American Jewry and the Holocaust. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1981), pp. 175-176, 259-262, 264.  Breitman, Richard and Alan M. Kraut, American Refugee Policy and European Jews. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987), pp. 162-163, 166.]




[bookmark: _Hlk214267266]Father Irineos (Irénée) Typaldos*, secretary at the Spanish embassy in Athens, 1943-1944 

See Solomon Ezratty

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/549:

“In Athens, Father Irineos Typaldos, who had been born in Patra, helped save Jews. As he was employed in the central Catholic Church in the capital, as well as serving as secretary at the Spanish embassy in Athens, he had opportunity to help persecuted Jews by supplying Spanish identity cards. He also had the courage to take advantage of his diplomatic immunity. His endless efforts were done discreetly. He even left the capital and went to Thessaloniki on July 30, 1943, in order to convince the German occupation authorities that he was in the middle of negotiations to transfer the Spanish citizens of Thessaloniki to Athens, so their deportation should be detained. Although he acted at great personal risk, he failed in his mission. When he was in Thessaloniki, he managed to visit Solomon Ezratty, the deputy Spanish consul. He received from him for safekeeping part of the cash and valuables belonging to Spanish citizens that had been confiscated from them prior to their deportation. Typaldos arranged the property entrusted to him in personal packages with the names of the owners and a list of the contents. He placed everything in the custody of the Spanish embassy in Athens, to be returned after the war intact to the owners. The actions of Typaldos on behalf of the Jews who were citizens of Spain did not go unnoticed, and they aroused the hatred of the Gestapo. In 1944, he was taken for questioning and was kept in prison for several weeks.”

“In spite of all the pressure, Typaldos never revealed anything, and he was finally released due to the intervention of the Spanish embassy. When Typaldos, as the representative of the Spanish consul in Athens, demanded to join the convoy of 367 Jews with Spanish passports being deported to Bergen-Belsen, the Germans did not permit him to do so. As the church authorities in Greece called on the local population to open their homes and shelter Jews, Typaldos joined this effort, too. In his discreet manner, he would find hiding places for them. He was especially concerned with taking care of the children. In his capacity as administrative director of the Greek Catholic Orphanage in Athens, he was able to take Jewish children under his wing, offering them accommodations and food. Emmanuel and Rachel Saltiel testified about the noble activities of Typaldos. According to them, Father Irineos of Athens saved their two sons, Salomon (Nikos), 14, and Sergios (Theodorus), five. Typaldos gave refuge to the Saltiel children, as well as to the Ben-Sasson family at his Athens home. When frequent searches of the house by the Germans prompted Typaldos to look for safer places for his wards, he still continued to visit them and look after them. On July 8, 1969, Yad Vashem recognized Father Irineos Typaldos as Righteous Among the Nations.”
[bookmark: _Hlk209601376]
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[bookmark: _Hlk214532189][bookmark: _Hlk195683719][bookmark: _Hlk214633478][bookmark: _Hlk214633446]Sándor György Ujváry,* Vatican and International Red Cross, Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

see also Angelo Rotta*, Father Genaro Verolino*, Tibor Baransky*, Rozsi (Rose Marie) Vajkai*, Georgy Adam, Angelo Guiseppi Roncalli, Gizella Apor*, Countess Maria Pejakevich, Dr. Istvan Biro.

Sándor György Ujváry* (1904-April 11, 1988) was a Budapest journalist of Jewish ancestry.  Ujváry was a major rescuer and organizer for the International Red Cross in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45. He was one of the most successful rescuers of Jews in Budapest, especially rescuing Jews from the death marches to Hegyeshalom.  Ujváry worked with apostolic nuncio Angelo Rotta* and took hundreds of blank Vatican safe-conducts, along with truck convoys of medical supplies and food, to Jews on deportations.  Further, Ujváry faked certificates of baptism and other documents for Jews to rescue them from the Arrow Cross. “Ujvary had become associated with the IRC in October and continued to head its Jewish rescue section until the capital’ s liberation in February 1945. In this capacity he was involved in the protection of the IRC-sponsored children’ s homes and in the distribution of baptismal certificates, which he obtained from Mrs. Laszlo Katona, a devout Catholic woman who managed a printing shop in Kassa. When the death marches began early in November, he decided to expand his rescue operations by involving the Nunciature as well. When he reviewed his scheme for the " illegal" distribution of the pre-signed safe-conduct certificates, the Nuncio reportedly reassured him by stating: " What you are doing, my son, is pleasing to God and to Jesus, because you are saving innocent (1424) people. I give you absolution in advance. Continue your work to the honor of God. "  

Ujváry was declared Righteous Among the Nations in 1985. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/3110:

Alexander Sándor Újváry* was a writer and journalist who joined the International Red Cross in the middle of October 1944. Újváry served as head of the section responsible for saving Jews. He also arranged for the coordination of rescue activities with parallel institutions of the legations of the neutral countries, and served as liaison with those in the Arrow Cross who were in charge of carrying out the government’s anti-Jewish policies. Thanks to Újváry’s strength of character, and because of his pivotal positions in the hierarchy of the Red Cross, Újváry was able to save the lives of thousands of Jewish men, women and children during the Arrow Cross period, from October 1944 until the liberation of Budapest, in February 1945. Újváry provided letters of protection to hundreds of Jews who had been sent to the Austrian border on death marches. These letters, issued by the Red Cross or the Vatican, allowed the Jews who held them to avoid being transferred to the German Reich. Újváry also managed to have many hundreds of Jews released from an Óbuda brickyard, where they were concentrated prior to deportation. Thanks to Újváry’s bold intervention, a group of Jews from Department T, a transport division of the International Red Cross, was saved from expulsion to the German Reich. Together with his staff, Újváry kept Arrow Cross gangs from entering Red Cross protected houses and Jewish children’s residences. By bravely standing up to the Arrow Cross, Újváry kept these Jews from being transferred to the closed ghetto. Angelo Rotta*, the Apostolic Nuncio, or Vatican representative in the city, was witness to Újváry’s bravery. Rotta gave Újváry his blessing, and pardoned him for all the forgeries and illegal activities he participated in for the sake of saving Jewish lives, saying that Újváry was acting according to the will of God. Hans Weyermann, a representative of the International Red Cross stationed in Budapest during the Arrow Cross period, was another witness to Újváry’s actions. Weyermann confirmed that Újváry acted heroically at risk to his own life, saving thousands of Jewish individuals, including many children. Thanks to the testimony of Weyermann and others, Újváry received the Medal of Honor from the International Red Cross. After the war, Újváry left Hungary and settled in Munich. Although his survivors didn’t know the name of their rescuer and never met him personally, many articles and books were written about him, perpetuating his name and commemorating his heroism in the face of mortal danger. On October 10, 1985, Yad Vashem recognized Alexander Sándor Újváry as Righteous Among the Nations.

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 841, 998, 1075-1076. Lévai, J. “Hungarian Jewry and the Papacy.” London: Sands and Company, 1968. Lévai, J. “Grey Book on the Rescuing of Hungarian Jews.” Budapest: Officina, 1946. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 371-374. Ben-Tov, Arieh. Facing the Holocaust in Budapest: The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1943-1945. (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1988). Rosenfeld, Harvey. Raoul Wallenberg, Angel of Rescue: Heroism and Torment in the Gulag. (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books), chapter 5.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213441358][bookmark: _Hlk214633522]Selahattin Ülkümen,* Turkish Consul General in Rhodes, 1943-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214633547]Selahattin Ülkümen* (1914-July 2003) was the Turkish Consul General in Rhodes, 1943-1945.  In July 1944, the Germans began rounding up the Jews of Rhodes.  The Turkish Consul General, Selahattin Ülkümen, interceded on behalf of those Jews who were Turkish nationals.  By his efforts, 42 Jewish families were set free from the deportation to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  In reprisal, the Nazi authorities bombed Ülkümen’s house, fatally injuring his pregnant wife and two employees of the consulate.  Consul General Ülkümen received the Righteous Among the Nations award in 1989.  He was awarded a special medal from Turkey in 2001.  Ülkümen died in 2003. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440781]Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/4128:

In 1944, Selahattin Ulkumen*, the Turkish consul general on the island of Rhodes, saved 42 Jews from deportation to Auschwitz. On July 19, 1944, all Jewish males over the age of 16 were ordered to report immediately to German headquarters with their identity cards and work permits. The Turkish consul knew the meaning of "temporary resettlement on a neighboring island.” He visited the German commander General von Kleeman, gambling that he could at least claim jurisdiction over the Turkish Jews. His reason: “The Turkish Republic is a neutral country and not involved in the war by any means.” Ülkümen’s gamble paid off and 42 Jews, some of whom were of doubtful Turkish nationality, were released and remained under his protection. Among the survivors was Maurice Soriano who survived due to his marriage to a Turkish citizen, Viktoria. Daniel Turiel and his wife Mathilde were also among the lucky ones and they said; “The only reason we were saved was through the relentless efforts of the Turkish Consul and the luck of one spouse in every Jewish family holding a Turkish passport.” Mathilde explained how Ulkumen acted on their behalf: Only about 15 men and women were Turkish, but Mr. Ulkumen included in his list 25 to 30 more people who he knew were no longer Turkish citizens since they had let their citizenship lapse. He also insisted that according to Turkish law, spouses of Turkish citizens were considered to be citizens themselves, and demanded their release. By his pretense that all those he listed were Turkish, he was able to save more people. Among those who were saved were Alberto and Renata Amato and their daughter Lina, who were Italian citizens. The remaining 1,700 Jews of Rhodes were herded into three boats and deported to Auschwitz. On August 2, 1944, Turkey ceased its diplomatic relations with Germany, and Ulkumen returned to Turkey. On December 13, 1989, Yad Vashem recognized Selahattin Ulkumen as Righteous among the Nations.

[Shaw, Stanford J. Turkey and the Holocaust: Turkey’s Role in Rescuing Turkish and European Jewry from Nazi Persecution, 1933-1945. (New York: New York University Press, 1993), pp. 253-254.]


Vajkai, Rozsi (Rose Marie) the head of the safe-conduct office in the Nunciature 

[bookmark: _Hlk195683892]see also Angelo Rotta* Father Genaro Verolino*, Sandor Gyorgy Ujvary*, Tibor Baransky*, Georgy Adam, Angelo Guiseppi Roncalli*, Gizella Apor, Countess Maria Pejakevich, Dr. Istvan Biro.

Braham, 1981 pp. 1423-1425

“That very day Szálasi issued his " final plan for the solution of the Jewish question." He divided the Jews into six categories, one of which consisted of those to be a lent to Germany; another, composed of approximately 15,000 persons holding foreign protective passes, was to be placed into an international ghetto. 73 Among the latter were the approximately 2,500 Jews and converts who had received protective passes from the Nunciature. On October 30, following the interventions of Friedrich Born* of the IRC, the Szálasi government decided to (1423) recognize these passes. Taking advantage of this decision, the Nuncio ordered that all Roman Catholics affected by the anti-Jewish laws be issued passes, stipulating that their holders were under the protection of the Vatican. Although the Nunciature was authorized to issue only 2,500 such certificates, it actually issued many more. In a short while, approximately 15,000 such safe-conduct certificates were in circulation. Many of these were issued by Rozsi (Rose Marie) Vajkai, the head of the safe-conduct office in the Nunciature, whose own special exemption had been arranged through the intervention of the Nuncio earlier in the year. Wanting to save as many of the persecuted as possible, she issued certificates of protection to all those who submitted baptismal papers without checking whether they were genuine or not. 74 

“Many of the Jews holding safe-conduct certificates were housed in a few buildings in the international ghetto. They were identified by special name plates, stating that they were under the protection of the Vatican. One of the persons primarily responsible for the safeguarding of these buildings was Tibor Baranszky, a secretary in the Nunciature. 75 

“The Nuncio also authorized the use of pre-signed blank safe-conduct certificates to be issued for rescuing Jews from the Óbuda brickyards, where the victims had been concentrated before deportation, and from the death-march columns that were being driven toward Hegyeshalom.

[bookmark: _Hlk97274893]
Alberto da Veiga Simoes, Portuguese Ambassador to Berlin, 1938-40

Portuguese Ambassador to Berlin, Alberto da Veiga Simoes, was a career Portuguese diplomat.  He was staunchly anti-Nazi and anti-Hitler.  Veiga Simoes granted visas to wealthy and privileged Jews in Berlin and to other consulates in Germany without prior authorization from the Portuguese Foreign Ministry or the Portuguese police.  For his unauthorized activities, he was reprimanded by Portuguese dictator Salazar.  Veiga Simoes then appealed to Salazar to liberalize the Foreign Ministry’s visa policy.  In particular, Veiga Simoes was interested in protecting German Jews who were from the upper classes.  He approved the issuing of visas to a number of Jews by the Portuguese consulate in Hamburg.  Veiga Simoes was also highly critical of the German and Nazi regimes.  In July 1940, for his openly anti-German stance, he was relieved of his position as ambassador and was recalled to Lisbon.  On his return, he was investigated by the Portuguese Foreign Ministry.  Veiga Simoes was removed from the diplomatic service after his return to Portugal.  He was reinstated in February 1946.

[Milgram, Avraham. “Portugal, the Consuls, and the Jewish Refugees, 1938-1941.” Yad Vashem Studies, 27 (1999), pp. 135-141.  Veiga Simoes to Alazar, Berlin, March 29, 1937, AMNE 30. P. A-11, M-34.  Telegram of Salazar to Veiga Simoes, December 21, 1938, AMNE 2o. P. A-43, M-38.  Veiga Simoes to Salazar, Berlin, January 14, 1939, AMNE 2o. P. A-43, M-38-A.  Veiga Simoes to Salazar, Berlin, April 8, 1939, AMNE, 2o. P. A-43, M-38-A.  Unsigned information to Salazar, dated May 8, 1941, A.N.T.T. Oliveira Salazar Archive AOS/CO/IN-8 B.  (Cited in Milgram, 1999.)]


[bookmark: _Hlk214460510]Antonio Venturini, Italian Consul General in Athens, 1941-1943

Venturini was the Consul General in Athens under Minister Plenipotentiary Pellegrino Ghigi.  In that capacity, he helped in the rescue of Greek Jews.  

[Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007).  Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew.  Film: Righteous Enemy,
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[bookmark: _Hlk172561504][bookmark: _Hlk214633583]Father Gennaro Verolino*, Deputy to the Papal Nuncio in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

see also, Angelo Rotta* Per Anger* Raoul Wallenberg* Sandor Gyorgy Ujvary*, Tibor Baransky*, Rozsi (Rose Marie) Vajkai*, György Ádám, Angelo Guiseppi Roncalli, Gizella Apor, Countess Maria Pejakevich, Dr. Istvan Biro.

[bookmark: _Hlk214457829]Father Gennaro Verolino* (b. 1906) was the deputy to Monsignor Angelo Rotta at the office of the Papal Nuncio in Budapest, Hungary.  Father Verolino went on numerous rescue missions in the field in support of Monsignor Rotta*.  Verolino was instrumental in the establishment of the Vatican protected houses in Budapest.  Verolino supervised the many Vatican volunteers active in the rescue operations.  Per Anger*, Second Secretary at the Swedish Legation in Budapest and assistant to Raoul Wallenberg*, later testified that Verolino also cooperated with representatives of neutral states with regards to food supply, medication and medical treatment for Jews in “protected houses” in Budapest. He further wrote: “Not only was Verolino in constant danger from unrestrained local Nazi thugs, he shared the common danger of siege and bombardment with everyone else in the city.”

[bookmark: _Hlk214457805]György Ádám from Komarom was a student at the University of Budapest until he was expelled by the Germans in 1944. One day, during a heavy aerial bombardment, he hid in a Catholic high school. When the building itself was shelled, he ran out to seek a safer shelter. Not knowing where to turn, he wandered the streets until he found himself standing in front of a building with a sign “Apostolic Nunziatura.” He rang the bell and when the doorman opened the gate, he told him of his desperate situation and then collapsed. Verolino arrived, and immediately took Ádám inside the building, and offered him food and drink. After hearing his story, Verolino told Ádám to relax, and gave him false identification papers. Ádám later recalled: “One day, much to my surprise, Father Verolino gave me a statement, confirmed by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, that I was employed at the Apostolic Nunziatura as a clerk.” Every morning, Verolino and Ádám left the building to distribute letters of protection signed by Rotta, and traveled by Vatican convoy to the northwestern border to save Jews on the "death marches" toward Austria.

[bookmark: _Hlk214457859]Verolino received the Per Anger Humanitarian Award in 2004.  Verolino was also awarded the title of Righteous Among the Nations in 2007 for his outstanding efforts to save the Jews of Budapest. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214457880]Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/9632:

“In 1944, Father Gennaro Verolino* was the secretary of Monsignor Angelo Rotta*, the Apostolic Nuncio (the Vatican’s representative) in Hungary. After the German invasion of Hungary in March, Msgr. Rotta was the first diplomat of a neutral state to press the Catholic Church and the Hungarian establishment to act against the new anti-Jewish policies. In the summer and winter of 1944, Rotta was a signatory on open letters of protest sent by representatives of the neutral countries to the Hungarian Fascist regime. These letters called for the end of the deportations, and demanded protection for Jewish children. But Rotta did not limit his efforts to diplomatic measures. Beginning in the summer of 1944, and during the Arrow Cross period which began in October of that year, Rotta, with the help of Verolino, issued letters of Vatican protection for Jews. Per Anger*, Second Secretary at the Swedish Legation in Budapest and assistant to Raoul Wallenberg*, later testified that Verolino also cooperated with representatives of neutral states with regards to food supply, medication and medical treatment for Jews in “protected houses” in Budapest. He further wrote: “Not only was Verolino in constant danger from unrestrained local Nazi thugs, he shared the common danger of siege and bombardment with everyone else in the city.” In 1944, 13-year-old Marta Egri was placed in a Budapest Catholic institution under Vatican protection along with 80 other Jews. Despite the status of the building, Arrow Cross soldiers invaded it to arrest the Jews. Rotta and Verolino intervened, endangering their own lives, and contacted the Hungarian foreign minister to demand the return of the arrested Jews to the protected building. Egri credits this intervention with saving her life. György Ádám from Komarom was a student at the University of Budapest until he was expelled by the Germans in 1944. One day, during a heavy aerial bombardment, he hid in a Catholic high school. When the building itself was shelled, he ran out to seek a safer shelter. Not knowing where to turn, he wandered the streets until he found himself standing in front of a building with a sign “Apostolic Nunziatura.” He rang the bell and when the doorman opened the gate, he told him of his desperate situation and then collapsed. Verolino arrived, and immediately took Ádám inside the building, and offered him food and drink. After hearing his story, Verolino told Ádám to relax, and gave him false identification papers. Ádám later recalled: “One day, much to my surprise, Father Verolino gave me a statement, confirmed by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, that I was employed at the Apostolic Nunziatura as a clerk.” Every morning, Verolino and Ádám left the building to distribute letters of protection signed by Rotta, and traveled by Vatican convoy to the northwestern border to save Jews on the "death marches" toward Austria. Monsignor Gennaro Verolino died in 2005 at the age of 99. On April 30, 2007, Yad Vashem recognized Gennaro Verolino as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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Vatican protective document signed by Angello Rotta

[Élet és rodalom, Budapest (Hungarian weekly), March 22, 1985.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 717-718, 744, 795, 832-833, 862, 881, 914, 955, 967, 1015, 1034, 1051, 1067-1077, 1196, 1216-1225. Vatican (Holy See). Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale. 12 vols. (1966-1981). Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 196-201, 226-227, 232-233, 304, 318-319, 354, 357-359, 364, 371-373, 383-384, 387-388, 397.  See documentary Passport to Life, 2002. Conway, John S. “Records and documents of the Holy See relating to the Second World War.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), 327-345. Kramer, T. D. From Emancipation to Catastrophe: The Rise and Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry. (New York: University Press of America), pp. 247-286. Rosenfeld, Harvey. Raoul Wallenberg, Angel of Rescue: Heroism and Torment in the Gulag. (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books), chapter 5. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948), pp. 87-88, 161, 167. Lévai, Jenö. Fehér könyv, Külföldi akciók zsidók megmentésére [White Book, Foreign Actions for the Rescuing of Jews.]. (Budapest: Officina, 1946). Meszlényi, Antal (Ed.). A magyar katolikus egyház és as emberi jogok védelme [The Hungarian Roman Catholic Church and the Protection of Human Rights]. (Budapest: Stephaneum, 1947).  (Includes an essay by Monsignor Angelo Rotta.) Péterffy Gedeon, a katolikus papnevelde elöljárójának nyilatkozata a magyar katolikus egyház szerepér öl a zsidótörvények és zsidóüldözések idején [The Statement of Gedeon Péterffy, the Leader of the Catholic Seminary During the Period of the Jewish Laws and Jewish Persecutions]. (Budapest, Haladás [Progress], December 29, 1945.  (Emphasizes the rescue activities of Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) Rotta, Angelo. “A budapesti nunciatura diplomáciai akciója a zsidók érdekében [The diplomatic campaign of the Budapest Nunciature on behalf of the Jews].” In Antal Meszlényi (Ed.), A magyar katolikus egyház és as emberi jogok védelme [The Hungarian Roman Catholic Church and the Protection of Human Rights]. (Budapest: Stephaneum, 1947), pp. 21-30.  (The rescue of Jews in Budapest by Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) György, Ferenc. A budai Szent Erbébet-kórház legendája [The Legend of Saint Elizabeth Hospital of Buda]. (Budapest: Világ [World], 1947. (Periodical article on the rescue activities of Angelo Rotta and Gennaro Verolino.) Ujvári, Sándor. “Szabálytalan önéletrajz [An Irregular Autobiography].” Menora, February 17, 1979. (The author’s rescue activities under the auspices of Rotta and Verolino.) Fein, Helen. Accounting for Genocide. (New York: Free Press, 1979), pp. 107-110. Lévai, Jenö. Zsidósors Magyarországon [Jewish Fate in Hungary]. (Budapest: Magyar Téka, 1948), p. 441. Lévai, Jenö. Fehér könyv, Külföldi akciók zsidók megmentésére [White Book, Foreign Actions for the Rescuing of Jews.]. (Budapest: Officina, 1946), pp. 144-145. Lévai, Jenö. Hungarian Jewry and the Papacy. (London: Sands and Co., 1968), pp. 39, 44. Refers to M. Rotta and to Uditore Verolino by name.  15,000 safe passes issued (only 2,500 were permitted). Anger, Per. Translated by David Mel Paul and Margareta Paul. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1981).]

[bookmark: _Hlk97275133][bookmark: _Hlk172555978]Count Luigi Vidau, Head of the Political Department of the Foreign Ministry, 1943

Luigi Vidau, Head of the Political Department of the Foreign Ministry, ordered his staff to collect information on German atrocities committed against deported Jews.  On the basis of this information, he ordered a detailed memorandum prepared to be presented to Mussolini, stating that “deportation” by the Nazis meant murder of the Jews in the death camps of Poland.  Vidau refused to accede to German demands for deportation of Jews from the occupied zones.  In August 1943, he authorized Italian diplomats in France to issue visas to Jews for entry into Italy at their own discretion and without confirmation of the Italian Department of the Interior. In September 1943, at the end of the Italian occupation, when the Italian armed forces were preparing to withdraw from their zone of occupation, thousands of Jews were allowed to escape to Italy under the protection of the Italian army.  

[Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff, pp. 465-526. (Jerusalem, 1977).  Carpi, 1990, p. 730. Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 105, 112, 116, 167-171. 173-174, 176, 283n.10, 284n.11, 292n.87, 314n.62. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 35, 132-133. Steinberg, 1990, pp. 123, 126, 168. Herzer, Ivo. The Italian Refuge: Rescue of Jews during the Holocaust. (Washington: Catholic University Press, 1989), p. 241.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97275189]Leonardo Vitetti, Director-General of the Italian Foreign Ministry

Minister Leonardo Vitetti, (December 15, 1894 – May 14, 1973). He served twice as a member of the Italian delegation to the League of Nations and also served as a counselor at the Italian embassy in London and as first secretary of the Italian embassy in Washington, D.C. In 1936 the Foreign Minister Galeazzo Ciano appointed him the Directorate of General Affairs of the Ministry. In 1938 he was awarded the title of count. In 1942 he was appointed director general of European and Mediterranean Affairs. 

As Director-General of the Italian Foreign Ministry, had been largely responsible for developing the plans to protect Jews, both in Italy and in the Italian zones of occupation in Europe.  In addition, Vitetti may have kept the American Minister in Bern, Switzerland, informed on reports of the German occupation in Italy.  This strategic information would have helped the Americans in their war plans.  The American Minister in Bern reported to Washington on the German occupation of Italy.  Vitetti replied favorably to the request of the Italian Ambassador in Berlin, Dino Alfieri, regarding the policy of allowing Italian Jews living abroad not to be subject to German race laws and to have their property and assets protected.  

[Carpi, Daniel. "The Rescue of Jews in the Italian Zone of Occupied Croatia." In Rescue Attempts During the Holocaust. Proceedings of the Second Yad Vashem International Historical Conference, edited by Y. Gutman & E. Zuroff, pp. 465-526. (Jerusalem, 1977).  Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 25-26, 41, 160, 214-215, 231, 257n.21, 314n.62. Michaelis, Meir. Mussolini and the Jews: German-Italian Relations and the Jewish Question in Italy, 1922-1945. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), pp. 235, 264, 323-325.]




[bookmark: _Hlk214267431][bookmark: _Hlk214458019]Dimitrios Vlastaris* director of alien registration in the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

See also Argentine consulate in Thessaloniki and the British consul general in Izmir

Yad Vashem citation file M.31.2/550”

“Dimitrios Vlastaris* was the director of alien registration in the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Through his job, he was able to grant Jewish refugees from Central Europe laissez-passer. It was in his capacity to authorize and instruct Greek embassies in Europe to grant such visas. Between 1938 and 1939, thousands of refugees arrived by sea from Central Europe and found a place of refuge in Greece until they could arrange their transportation (through “Aliyah Bet”) to Eretz Israel. Jacques Nahmias, a member of the committee organized to help the refugees, later recalled that Vlastaris was always willing to extend his help and grant the necessary visas. Thanks to his intervention, those refugees who were ill were also afforded medical help. In 1940, after the defeat of France, Vlastaris also authorized hundreds of Jews entry into Greece through Pireas; from there they left the country to Portugal and the United States. In collaboration with the Athens police department, in many cases he arranged for foreign Jews to receive false identity cards with Greek Orthodox names. In autumn 1943, Mr. Uziel managed to get an Argentine passport, through the Argentine consulate in Thessaloniki. The Uziels then registered at Vlastaris’s office and received papers that stated that they were Jews living in Greece with Argentine citizenship. Vlastaris granted Joseph Lovinger (who, after the war, was the president of KIS, the Central Board of the Jewish Communities in Greece) and his wife, identity cards bearing Greek Orthodox names, which enabled them, in 1944, to escape from Greece and reach Turkey safely. The British consul general in Izmir later granted them passports with which they went to Aleppo, Syria. On July 8, 1969, Yad Vashem recognized Dimitrios Vlastaris as Righteous Among the Nations.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk214633644]Dr. Vladimír Vochoč*, Czech Consul in Marseilles, France, 1940

[bookmark: _Hlk172559789]Czech Consul Dr. Vladimír Vochoč* (1894-January 4, 1985), stationed in Marseilles, distributed many Czech passports on his own authority to Jews and anti-Nazis who wanted to escape from Marseilles to Spain and Portugal.  Vochoc worked closely with Varian Fry* of the Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC), Dr. Frank Bohn of the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and Dr. Donald Lowrie of the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) in supplying Czech visas.  Vochoč was a member of the Nimes Committee, which was a prominent rescue organization comprised of a number of individuals and rescue agencies operating in Southern France.  For his life-saving activities, Vochoč was arrested by Nazi and French authorities pending possible deportation.  Two months later, he managed to escape to Lisbon. 

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/13204:

[bookmark: _Hlk214458100]“Vladimír Vochoč had served in the Foreign Ministry of Czechoslovakia since the state was established following World War I. A lawyer by training, Vochoc served in different positions and by 1938 was his country’s consul in Marseilles. Following the Munich Agreement and the subsequent partition of Czechoslovakia, a government in exile was formed that resided first in France and then, following the German invasion of France, in London. The diplomatic delegations in the occupied countries ceased to exist. Although he no longer had any diplomatic status or immunity, Vochoc returned to the abandoned consulate in July 1940 and began issuing passports to the many refugees who were stranded in southern France, frantically trying to leave the country. Among these refugees were many Jews who had escaped from Germany and needed papers to be able to receive exit permits and visas. Vochoč found a limited number of regular empty passports in the consulate safe, as well as several hundred so called “pink passports,” which had only limited validity, to which he added a document that extended it. He began issuing the documents to both former Czechoslovak citizens and to people without any connection to Czechoslovakia. He soon ran out of documents and had copies printed by a local printing shop. Varian Fry* (recognized as Righteous Among the Nations in 1994), who was active in Marseille on behalf of the American Emergency Rescue Committee, worked with Vochoč Many refugees, including Jews, benefited from his help. In March 1941 the French police arrested Vochoc. The reason for his arrest is unknown, but he managed to escape and reach Lisbon a few months later. In January 1943 he addressed a report to the government in exile, describing his activity. This report shows that Vochoc had acted independently and not on behalf of his government. He said, “I’m taking the liberty of stating with certainty that during the said period, in the years 1940–1941 in Marseilles, I acted to save foreign nationals even if I did not have the assurance that I had the backing of my foreign ministry, and even if it was not initially the policy of the Czechoslovak government.” After World War II ended, Vochoc returned home and continued to serve in the diplomatic service. In 1948 he was arrested and sentenced to thirteen years prison in a show trial in 1953. He was released after seven years, living penniless until his death in 1984 at the age of 91. On February 2, 2016, Yad Vashem recognized Dr. Vladimír Vochoč as Righteous Among the Nations. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.”
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 Vladimir Vochoc Yad Vashem medal
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Visa provided by Vladimir Vochoc in Marsailles

[Lowry, 1963, p. 48.  Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945), pp. 18-19, 32, 40-41, 49, 57, 80-82, 208. Marino, Andy. A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 107-108, 119, 137, 141, 192-193. Isenberg, Sheila. A Hero of Our Own: The Story of Varian Fry. (New York: Random House), pp. 38, 87, 111, 188. Klein, Anne. “Conscience, conflict and politics: The rescue of political refugees from southern France to the United States, 1940-1942.” Leo Baeck Institute Year Book, 43 (1998), 298-299.  Archiv der socialen Demokratie, NL Vladimir Vochoc (transl. By Vera Pikow). Ryan, Donna F. The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy France. (Urbana, IL: The University of Illinois Press, 1996), pp. 143-144, 148. Ebel, Miriam Davenport. An Unsentimental Education: A Memoir by Miriam Davenport Ebel. (1999).  Moore, 2010, pp. 23, 24-26.  Vochoc, Vladimír, Compte Rendu (London, 1941), 18.  Coll Archiv Joseph Fisera USHMM RG-43.028 A 0069.  Stein, Louis, Beyond Death and Exile: The Spanish Republicans in France, 1939-1955. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1979), pp. 32, 42-43.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97644882][bookmark: _Hlk172560243]Gustaf von Dardel, Swedish Ambassador to Denmark, 1943

Gustaf von Dardel was the Swedish Ambassador to Denmark in 1943.  

In May 1943, von Dardel and the Swedish legation submitted a list of 40 Danish Jews who had families in Sweden, and arranged for their visas.  They were able to successfully escape to Sweden.  

Most importantly, von Dardel helped to save Jews during the thwarted deportation attempt that took place in Denmark in the beginning of October 1943.  As early as September 6, 1943, von Dardel reported to the Swedish foreign ministry about the proposed deportation.  He notified the Swedish government in Stockholm about the impending deportations and recommended that they come to the aid of the Jews of Denmark.  Specifically, on September 29, Von Dardel notified the Swedish foreign office by telegram that 6,000 Jews were scheduled to be arrested and deported to Germany by ship transport.  The Swedish government, by then, had decided that it would receive all the Jewish refugees that could make it to the shores of Sweden.  The Swedish government gave asylum to the Danish Jews until Denmark was liberated in the spring of 1945.  

In addition, von Dardel warned Jewish community leaders about the planned deportations.  This advance warning helped the Jews successfully plan their escape to Sweden.

As a result of this and other actions, more than 7,900 Jews were saved in Denmark.  This was nearly 98% of the Jews living in Denmark at the time.  

Von Dardel also helped noted Danish particle physicist Professor Niels Bohr to escape arrest by the Nazis.  He warned Bohr that the Nazis intended to arrest and deport him.

[Von Dardel, G. Lyckliga och Stormiga Aar. (Stockholm: Wahlstroem & Widstrand, 1953).  Werner, Emmy E. A Conspiracy of Decency: The Rescue of the Danish Jews during World War II (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2002), pp. 33, 41. Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden: 1998), pp. 231-240, 244. Koblik, Steven. The Stones Cry Out: Sweden’s Response to the Persecution of the Jews, 1933-1945. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1988), pp. 217-218, 222. Yahil, Leni. The Rescue of Danish Jewry: Test of a Democracy. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1969), pp. 327-329, 341. Swedish Foreign Ministry Archives (JM/1215-1219).  Persson, 2009.]
[bookmark: _Hlk97645022][bookmark: _Hlk195684249]
[bookmark: _Hlk214460344]Dénes Von Mezey, Swedish Consul in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

Dénes Von Mezey was a consular officer at the Swedish legation in Budapest, Hungary. He participated in the rescue of Jews. 

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). Anger, Per. Translated by David Mel Paul and Margareta Paul. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest: Memories of the War Years in Hungary. (New York: Holocaust Library, 1981), pp. 48, 85, 132, 135, 139. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 90. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997), p. 59.]
[bookmark: _Hlk97278988][bookmark: _Hlk195684443]
[bookmark: _Hlk213441418][bookmark: _Hlk214458343][image: Ernst Vonrufs]


[bookmark: _Hlk214633700]Ernst Vonrufs,* Acting Representative of Swiss Interests in Budapest, 1944-1945

Ernst Vonrufs* was responsible for the rescue of tens of thousands of Jews in Budapest during the final days of the war.  Specifically, he was involved in the rescuing of Jews concentrated at the Óbuda brickyard.  Along with Peter Zürcher, he had been appointed by Consul Carl Lutz to be his assistant. Zürcher and Vonrufs were active between late 1944 and mid-January 1945 in the protection of numerous safe houses and the Glass House on Vadasz street.  Zürcher and Vonrufs, along with Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg, prevented a planned, last-minute mass murder of the Jews of the Pest ghetto.  Vonrufs was awarded the title of Righteous Among the Nations in 2000. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

Yad Vashem Citation M.31.2/9044:

“In 1935, the Swiss citizen Ernst Vonrufs* went to Budapest, with his family, in order to manage a textile factory. In the summer of 1944, when the Red Army was approaching Hungary, he sent his family back to Switzerland, but he remained in the city in order to continue at the factory. On the recommendation of the Swiss representative in Budapest, the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs decided to appoint two Swiss industrialists residing there as the representatives of the Department of Foreign Interests (Abteilung fremde Interessen) in order to deal with Jewish affairs. Peter Zürcher* was appointed head of the department and Ernst Vonrufs was appointed Secretary. The time was October 1944, after the Szálasi takeover, and the establishment of the regime of terror under the leadership of the Arrow-Cross fascists. When it became clear that Budapest’s Jews were also destined for deportation, the two representatives of the Department of Foreign Interest under the auspices of the Swiss Deputy Consul Karl Lutz* began to act. Stubborn and determined, they went to work vis-à-vis representatives of the Hungarian fascist authorities in order to assist Jews. They helped not only Jews in Hungary who were foreign citizens – actions well within their terms of mission – but also many other persecuted Jews. They declared themselves responsible for the organizations dealing with emigration to British Mandate Palestine, and for the protection that Switzerland granted to such potential immigrants.”

“They, thus, prevented many from deportation to the camps. When the Red Army began shelling Budapest, Vonrufs and Zürcher, who would walk between the protected Jewish houses and the Ghetto area and the various Hungarian departments, were endangered. The threat did not prevent them from fulfilling their duty. On January 8, 1945, in the middle of the battle, they went to the town of Sopron, the residence of Erno Vaina, the last Arrow-Cross head in Hungary. Their objective was to protect the Jews that still remained in the ghetto and in the protected houses. Specifically, they wished to protect a group of Jews with American documents that the Hungarian police had banished to the ghetto, and those whose documents had been taken away by the police. This conversation helped save the lives of those Jews. The Soviets seized Budapest in February 1945. The Swiss government asked Zürcher and Vonrufs to stay in the city until all the countries that had broken off their relations with fascist Hungary would renew them with free Hungary, thus ending the function of the Department of Foreign Interests. Vonrufs returned to Switzerland in 1947. On December 12, 2000, Yad Vashem recognized Ernst Vonrufs as Righteous Among the Nations.”

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), p. 1083. Tschuy, Theo. Dangerous Diplomacy. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2000). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 97. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948).]

[bookmark: _Hlk214460222]Colonel Wehner International Committee of the Red Cross

[bookmark: _Hlk214527776][bookmark: _Hlk214527789][bookmark: _Hlk214527802][bookmark: _Hlk214527820][bookmark: _Hlk214527839][bookmark: _Hlk214527874]9. [Frederick] Born's closest associates in the Budapest office included Colonel Wehner, Arthur Karasz, Edit Tolgyessy, Daisy Daranyi, Elek and Klara Mathe, and Aliz Herceg. The IRC's economic bureau was headed by Jozsef Gal, the hospital bureau by Emo Teleki, and the doctors’ commission by Dr. Boldizsar Horvath. For details on the IRC structure, see Friedrich Born, op. cit., pp. 54-55.  




[bookmark: _Hlk195684498][image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk213441470][bookmark: _Hlk97279026][bookmark: _Hlk214633726]Raoul Wallenberg,* First Secretary of the Swedish Legation in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

[bookmark: _Hlk214267771][bookmark: _Hlk214267825]See also Carl Danielson*, Per Anger*, Lars Berg*, Carl Lutz*, Otto Komoly, Lásló Szamosi, Asta Nilsson, Károly Szabó*, László Ocskay*, Pál Szalai*, Alexander (Sandor) Kasser*,  Lajos Nagybaczoni-Nagy*, Klára Ráth*, the Őrangyalház (“House of the Guardian Angel”) convent on Ménesi Street in Budapest, Vilmos Langefeld, Jan Szirmai* 

Raoul Wallenberg volunteered as a civilian employee of the American War Refugee Board in 1944.  He was credentialed as a diplomat by Sweden and arrived in Budapest on January 9, 1944.  His mission was to save as many Budapest Jews as possible.  Raoul Wallenberg redesigned the Swedish protective papers.  Wallenberg issued Swedish diplomatic papers to thousands of Hungarian Jews.  He prevented the Nazis from deporting and murdering Jews.  With his staff of Jewish volunteers, Wallenberg rescued thousands of Jews who were being forced on death marches.  He also established dozens of safe houses throughout Budapest.  He tirelessly protected the safe houses from Nazi and Arrow Cross raids.  In January 1945, shortly before the Soviets liberated Budapest, Wallenberg prevented the Germans from blowing up the Jewish ghetto in Pest and killing its inhabitants.  Shortly thereafter, Raoul Wallenberg was arrested by the Soviets and disappeared. He was honored as Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel in 1963.  In 1981, Wallenberg was bestowed the title of honorary citizen of the United States, at that time, an honor reserved only for Winston Churchill.  In addition, he has been honored all over the world for his life-saving activities.  In 2013 and 2024, the United States Congress authorized the issuing of a Congressional Gold Medal for Raoul Wallenberg.  After nearly 70 years of investigation, his whereabouts or fate in the hands of the Soviet Union has never been proven.

[Wallenberg, Raoul, translated by Kjersti Board. Letters and Dispatches, 1924-1944. (New York: Arcade Publishing, 1995).  Yahil, L. “Raoul Wallenberg: His Mission and His Activities in Hungary.” Yad Vashem Studies, 15 (1983), pp. 7-53.  Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 788, 840, 845, 849, 850, 853, 1085-1091, 1130, 1132. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 107. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 231, 355, 364-365, 369, 371, 378-379, 381-383, 391, 405-407, 410-411, 413-414. Levine, Paul A. From Indifference to Activism: Swedish Diplomacy and the Holocaust: 1938-1944. (Uppsala, Sweden: 1998), pp. 247, 265-266, 277. Gutman, Yisrael (Ed.). Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 1588-1591. Skoglund, Elizabeth R. A Quiet Courage: Per Anger, Wallenberg’s Co-Liberator of Hungarian Jews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997). Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948).]
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Wallenberg’s diplomatic passport
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Chargé d'affaires George P. Waller

[bookmark: _Hlk172561016]George P. Waller, US Chargé d'affaires in Luxembourg
George Platt Waller Jr. (September 7, 1889 – February 26, 1962) was an American diplomat representing the United States. Waller became the American chargé d'affaires in Luxembourg in 1931. 
In 1939, there were 3,500-4,000 Jews living in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, including approximately 1,000 German and Austrian refugees who immigrated after Kristallnacht and the Anschluss in Austria.  In June 1940, the Nazis overran, conquered and occupied Luxembourg.  Just after the German conquest, 1,500 of the Jews of Luxembourg fled to Belgium and France.  The Nazis ordered all Jews to leave Luxembourg in September 1940. In August 1940, the German military occupation became a brutal civil Nazi government.  Luxembourg Jews fled to various escape routes to Southern France, Portugal and Spain.

During the persecution of Jews, chargé George Waller and the US diplomatic mission in Luxembourg put considerable resources into verifying the status of refugee visa applications that were being processed at the US consulate in Stuttgart, Germany. This enabled unused visa quotas to be utilized. Chargé Waller stated in his memoir, 

“I suffered a great deal during this period and sent many telegrams and dispatches to Washington on the subject.  Here were hundreds of decent, God-fearing, people practically condemned to death by remorseless criminals, unless some means could be devised by which they could receive actual visas.  They were legally entitled to visas under American laws and regulations—the quota numbers were available, and visas were waiting in their names—but they were all in places the Jews could not reach.  At last, with the generous cooperation, authorization, and understanding of the Department of State, I was enabled to cut this Gordian knot by issuing the visas myself. […] It is a comfort to realize that through such cooperation it has been possible for a great many helpless and persecuted people to receive shelter and a waiting place in Luxemburg.”  

As a result, numerous Jews were able to escape Nazi occupied Luxembourg. He was awarded the Luxembourg War Cross on 24 June 1946.

[Fletcher, Willard Allen, & Fletcher, Jean Tucker. Defiant Diplomat George Platt Waller: American Consul in Nazi-Occupied Luxembourg, 1939-1941. (Newark: University of Delaware Press, 2012.  Wyman, David S. Paper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis, 1939-1941. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), p. 167. Wyman, David S. Paper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis, 1939-1941. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), p. 167.]US State Department Diplomatic Records, National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Archives II, College Park, MD.]
[bookmark: _Hlk97279164]

[bookmark: _Hlk214267924]Hans Weyermann, Swiss Chargé of the International Red Cross in Budapest, Hungary, 1944-45

In December 1944, Hans Weyermann, (January 12, 1912 - February 1, 1985) Swiss Chargé of the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC), arrived in Budapest and was active in the rescue work along with other neutral diplomats.  He was successful in keeping Jewish children from being placed in the Pest ghetto.  He was the assistant to Friedrich Born.  Weyermann worked closely with Jewish community leaders and set up a number of special Red Cross sections.  Born and Weyermann worked to protect and organize 150 clinics, hospitals, homes and other institutions in the winter of 1944-45.  The ICRC helped distribute thousands of Red Cross protective papers to Jews in Budapest.  Weyermann stayed in Hungary after Born’s departure from Budapest and continued to provide aid to Jewish refugees.

Braham 1981 p. 1409

“Shortly after the Budapest ghetto was established, Hans Weyermann arrived from Geneva to assist Born. Though the relationship between the two IRC representatives was not the most harmonious one, they managed to divide their responsibilities during the critical weeks before the capital's liberation. Before the Soviet siege of Budapest began on Christmas Day, 1944. Born withdrew to his home in Buda from where he directed the activities of the IRC in that part of the capital. Weyermann’ s responsibilities were concentrated in the Pest part, where the ghetto was located. The effectiveness of the IRC during this time was greatly enhanced by its cooperation with the Papal Nuncio and of the representatives of the neutral states. In fact, some of the measures that were adopted in support of the beleaguered Jewish community, including the protection of the children's homes and the rescuing of Jews from the death marches, were conceived and carried out jointly (see below). 29 

Notes

29. For further details on the activities of the IRC, consult David P. Forsythe, Humanitarian Politics: The International Committee of the Red Cross (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1977), 298 pp. and Aryeh Ben-Tov, op. cit. See also the bibliographical references listed in B-A, pp. 517-520.  

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981), pp. 854, 981, 1063, 1149. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948), pp. 381, 386-387, 391. Ben-Tov, Arieh. Facing the Holocaust in Budapest: The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Jews in Hungary, 1943-1945. (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1988), pp. 335, 339-344, 377-378. Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 107. Kramer, T. D. From Emancipation to Catastrophe: The Rise and Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry. (New York: University Press of America), pp. 249-250. Lévai, Jenö, translated by Frank Vajda. Raoul Wallenberg: His Remarkable Life, Heroic Battles and the Secret of his Mysterious Disappearance. (Melbourne, 1988, originally published in Hungarian in 1948). Favez, Jean-Claude.  Edited and translated by John and Beryl Fletcher. The Red Cross and the Holocaust. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 242, 249, 250.]


[bookmark: _Hlk214460097][bookmark: _Hlk97280307]Dr. Heinrich Wolff, German Consul General in Jerusalem, 1932-1935

The German Consul General in Jerusalem, Dr. Heinrich Wolff, worked to make the immigration of Jews from Germany to Palestine easier.  He believed in Zionism and in the possibility of reconciliation of a Jewish state in Palestine and the National Socialist movement.  Dr. Wolff helped negotiate and create the Ha’avarah agreement, which allowed Jews to immigrate to Palestine from Germany with their money and other assets intact.  He did not fully understand Nazi intentions to murder the Jews of Europe.  He refused to join the Nazi party and was dismissed from the diplomatic service in September 1935.  More than 50,000 Jews were able to emigrate from Germany as a result of negotiations by Dr. Wolff.

[Nicosia, Frances R. The Third Reich & the Palestine Question. (New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 2000), pp. 36-44, 51-52. Marcus, Ernst. “The German Foreign Office and the Palestine Question in the Period 1933-1939.” Yad Vashem Studies, 2 (1958), pp. 181-184, 194.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97645721]Timotheus Wurst, German Consul in Palestine, 1933-39?

German Consul Timotheus Wurst helped a number of Jewish refugees enter Palestine by providing them visas and certificates.  Wurst was also helpful to refugees in his capacity as Director of the German Temple Society Bank.  He helped refugees transfer money from Germany to Palestine.

[Marcus, Ernst. “The German Foreign Office and the Palestine Question in the Period 1933-1939.” Yad Vashem Studies, 2 (1958), pp. 184-185, 194.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97280402][bookmark: _Hlk173682787]Li Yu-Ying, Chinese Consul, Marseilles, France, 1940

Li Yu-Ying was the acting Chinese Consul in Marseilles in 1940.  He was also the President of the National Academy there.  Many refugees in Marseilles received a visa stamp from Li Yu-Ying.  In Chinese characters that virtually no one could read, the stamp read, “Under no circumstances is this person to be allowed entrance to China.”  Anxious refugees used the visa stamp as an exit visa.  Frank Bohn, of the American Federation of Labor (AFL), Varian Fry of the Emergency Rescue Committee (ERC), and other rescue and relief agencies utilized many of these Chinese visas to help refugees leave France for Spain, Portugal and other parts of Europe.

[Fry, Varian. Surrender on Demand. (New York: Random House, 1945), pp. 15-17. Marino, Andy. A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 108, 119.]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97280484]
[bookmark: _Hlk214633767]Guelfo Zamboni* Italian Consul General in Salonica, Greece, 1942-1943

[bookmark: _Hlk214458799][bookmark: _Hlk214458717]Guelfo Zamboni* (1896–1994), was a career Italian diplomat.  In 1939-1941, he was stationed in the Italian embassy in Berlin.  There, he was a first-hand witness to the persecution of Jews.  He was appointed Consul in Salonica in April 1942.  He served in this post until June 1943.  At that time, Thessaloniki hosted the world's largest community (56,000) of Sephardi Jews, many of whom could claim familial connections to Italy. In June 1942, the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg began the systematic confiscation of the city's archives, libraries, and manuscripts, all of which were sent to the Institute for Jewish Studies in Frankfurt am Main. Between March and August 1943, the Germans deported nearly all of Thessaloniki's Jewish population to concentration and death camps. On March 15, 1943, the first train full of Jews left Thessaloniki for the Auschwitz death camp. As the only consulate left in Thessaloniki, many of the Jews put their hopes in Zamboni's goodwill. Every day, the consulate received dozens of Jews, asking for help. Taking pity, Zamboni decided to do something to help. 

In an interview in 1992, Zamboni recalled: "They would plead and cry, they would kneel and throw themselves at my feet and try to kiss my shoes. I was afraid that all this commotion would attract too much attention". On March 27, 1943, Zamboni asked Dr. Max Merten where the Jews were going, and was told that they were being sent to work in coal mines near Warsaw, but soon, Zamboni was able to establish that the Jews sent to Poland were in fact being murdered.

On his own authority and without permission from the Italian Foreign Ministry, Zamboni provided hundreds of Greek Jews Italian birth certificates and certificates of citizenship, which protected Greek Jews from deportation to Auschwitz.  He was challenged by the German authorities, but was able to convince them he had authority from the Italian government.  Soon, his actions were supported by Italian Minister Plenipotentiary Pellegrino Ghigi in Athens.  

He also managed to extend provisional Italian citizenship to 280 Greek Jews. These certificates of Italian nationality, with the handwritten mark "provisional", were handed to many people who did not speak or understand Italian, made quasi-legal by claiming distant relatives. He later said: I know they were false papers, but I marked them with the writing "provisional" waiting for a confirmation! Their number eventually reached 350. Thus, Zamboni saved them from deportation as well. Zamboni further stated: "I couldn't demonstrate that these people were Italian citizens, but I could claim that the nationalisation procedure was under way." 
On July 9, 1943, a train load of 350 Jews with certificates of citizenship from Zamboni was safely transferred from the Nazi occupied zone to Athens. 

Zamboni left Thessaloniki on June 18, 1943, to return to Rome. His work in rescuing Jews was continued by his successor, Giuseppe Castruccio. Castruccio would later organize a "rescue train" that transported Jews with Italian passports to Athens, which at that time was under Italian occupation. Zamboni's behaviour was observed by one of his coworkers, Captain Lucillo Merci, a liaison officer with the German forces and the author of a detailed diary of those events. By August 1943, 98% of the Jews who had been living in Thessaloniki in March were dead. Castruccio in a telegram to Rome wrote: "On August 14 the last train with Jews left Thessaloniki headed for Germany. On the 15th the SS officers left via plane. The Jewish community that existed before the discovery of America does not exist anymore".

In 1992, the State of Israel awarded Guelfo Zamboni with the title of "Righteous among the Nations".  He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[Carpi, 1990, pp. 614, 730. Poliakov & Sabille, 1955, pp. 156-157. Steinberg, 1990, pp. 99-100. Film: Righteous Enemy, 1982.  Duman, Marion and Judy Krausz (Eds.). Compiled, translated and annotated with an introduction by Irith Dublon-Kenbel. German Foreign Office Documents on the Holocaust in Greece (1837-1944).  (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University, 2007). Avni, Haim. “Spanish Nationals in Greece and their Fate during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 8 (1970), pp. 31-68. Molho, M., & J. Nehama. The Destruction of Greek Jewry, 1941-1945. (Jerusalem, 1965). In Hebrew. Rochlitz, Joseph. “Excerpts from the Salonika Diary of Lucillo Merci (February-August 1943).” Yad Vashem Studies, 18 (1987), pp. 293, 299, 301-314.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97280585][bookmark: _Hlk214459962]Vittorio Zoppi, Italian Diplomat in Southern France

Italian diplomat Vittorio Zoppi was active in rescuing Jews in the Italian occupied zone of southern France.  

[Carpi, 1990, p. 730, Carpi, Daniel. Between Mussolini and Hitler: The Jews and the Italian Authorities in France and Tunisia. (Hanover, NH: Brandeis University Press, 1994), pp. 77-78, 92, 218-220, 273n.31.]

[bookmark: _Hlk97280611][bookmark: _Hlk67132549][bookmark: _Hlk214459007]
[image: Peter Zurcher]
Peter Zurcher

[bookmark: _Hlk213441519][bookmark: _Hlk214633794]Dr. Peter Zürcher*, Acting Representative of Department of Swiss Interests in Budapest, 1945

[bookmark: _Hlk214459216]See also Carl Lutz*. Ernst Vonrufs*, Raoul Wallenberg* 

[bookmark: _Hlk214459058][bookmark: _Hlk214459278]In December 1945, Consul Carl Lutz* appointed a Swiss lawyer-businessman, Dr. Peter Zürcher*, (1914–1975) to be his temporary representative in Pest.  The nomination of this energetic man was a stroke of extraordinary luck.  Both Lutz and Zürcher acted together in order to save Jews, and under the cover of the Swiss Embassy distributed thousands of fake protective passes in the Death March. On Christmas day 1944, the conditions worsened, and Lutz couldn't leave his house, so from that day on, Zürcher took his place and served as a temporary head of the department. He continued to help Jews by providing fake documents and IDs that helped them to escape from the evacuations to the concentration and death camps from the ghetto. On January 8, 1945, Zürcher discovered the Arrow Cross party had planned an evacuation of a major community of Jews who were living in the Swiss protective houses in the International Ghetto, after which they would probably be murdered or transferred. He contacted the leader of the Arrow Cross, Gábor Vajna, and demanded to end the Arrow Cross's attacks on the protective houses of the Swiss Embassy. The planned evacuation was canceled. Zürcher also saved his secretary, Maria Kormos, and risked his life for her. According to her testimony, the Arrow Cross came on October 15, 1944, and from the 20th of that month she could no longer leave her room. She asked Zürcher for help, and he advised her to offer the housekeeper a large sum, but that didn't work. He sent four men dressed as Arrow Cross soldiers to take her. After persuading the housekeeper, they released Kormos and took her to Zürcher, who waited for her at the Swiss Legation in the American Embassy building. Knowing he couldn't hide her there, Zürcher let her stay at his house for six weeks, until he was able to give her fake documents and find her a pension to live in until the end of the war. A few days before the Soviets occupied Pest, Zürcher heard of a plan be the SS to murder the 70,000 inhabitants of the ghetto in a last minute act of genocide.  Zürcher, along with Swiss representative Ernst Vonrufs* and Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg*, threatened the SS commander with bringing him to trial for war crimes if he carried out this horrific plan.  Their threat worked, and the SS general ordered his troops not to enter the ghetto and even to protect Jews from the fascist Arrow Cross.  Because of this heroic action, most of the Jews of the Pest ghetto survived.  He received the Righteous Among the Nations award in 1998. 

Yad Vashem citation M.31.2/8223:

Dr. Peter Zürcher (b. 1914) was a Swiss businessman in wartime Budapest. In 1944, he was employed by Vice-Consul Carl Lutz*, to work in the Department for Safeguarding the Interests of Foreigners in the Swiss Embassy, and as such was able to save Jews from deportation. One of the survivors, Maria Kormos, worked as his secretary and testified that he risked his life for her sake. According to Kormos, as soon as the Szálasi government seized power on October 15, 1944, the Jewish Houses were closed, and she therefore turned to Zürcher for help. His advice was to try and bribe the porter of the house to let her escape. When the porter turned her down, Zürcher sent four men, dressed in Arrow Cross uniforms to arrest her. After some “questioning” by the uniformed men, she was released, and they accompanied her to Zürcher who was waiting at the Swiss Legation, located at the American Embassy building. He soon realized that he was unable to hide her there, so he took her to his own flat and she stayed there for six weeks. He arranged false documents for her and located a pension for her where she lived until liberation. She concluded her testimony with her words: “Without him I would not be alive today.” Zürcher is credited with saving the Jews in the Swiss-protected houses in the International ghetto when he found out on January 8, 1945, that the Arrow Cross planned to evacuate them and most likely murder them. He immediately intervened with the leader of the Arrow Cross, Vajna, and demanded an end to the attacks on the inhabitants of the protected houses. His efforts were credited with saving many Jews. On October 22, 1998, Yad Vashem recognized Peter Zürcher as Righteous Among the Nations

[Braham, Randolph L. The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1981). Asaf, Uri. Christian support for Jews during the Holocaust in Hungary. In Braham, Randolph L. (Ed.) Studies on the Holocaust in Hungary, pp. 65-112. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), p. 108. Lévai, Jenö. Black Book on the Martyrdom of Hungarian Jewry. (Central European Times Publishing, 1948). Tschuy, Theo. Dangerous Diplomacy. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2000).]
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[bookmark: _Hlk213441579][bookmark: _Hlk214633826]Jan Zwartendijk,* Acting Dutch Consul in Kovno, Lithuania, 1940

[bookmark: _Hlk214459678]See also Chiune Sugihara*, L.P.J. de Decker, Thomas Preston

[bookmark: _Hlk214459406]Jan Zwartendijk* was the honorary Dutch Consul in Kovno (Kaunas), Lithuania.  He was the representative of the Phillips electronics company in Lithuania.  He is credited with devising and pioneering the use of the “Curacao visa” in early July 1940.  Zwartendijk issued end visas to the destinations of Curacao and Surinam, Dutch island possessions in the Caribbean.  He is credited with saving thousands of lives.  Jewish survivors nicknamed him “the Angel of Curacao.”  Zwartendijk died in 1975.  In 1997, he was awarded the Righteous Among the Nations honor by Yad Vashem. He was also awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal in 2024 for his activities in rescuing Jews.

[bookmark: _Hlk214459502]Yad Vashem citation:

“Pessla Lewin, born in Amsterdam, became a naturalized Polish citizen through marriage to Issac Lewin in 1940 and was stranded in Kaunas, Lithuania, when the Soviets annexed the country in July of that year. It seemed that there was no escape from persecution, but Pessla decided to apply to the Dutch Embassy of the Baltic States, whose headquarters were in Riga, Latvia. In July 1940, the Ambassador, Mr. L.P.J. de Decker, wrote in her passport, in French, “The Consulate of the Netherlands, Riga, hereby declares that for the admission into Surinam, Curaçao, and other possessions of the Netherlands in the Americas, no entry visa is required.” After his wife had successfully obtained this quasi-visa notation in her passport, Pessla’s husband, Dr. Isaac Lewin, approached the Dutch Consul, Jan Zwartendijk, in Kaunas, Lithuania, and asked him to write the same in his Leidimas (safe-conduct) papers which served as his identity card. He received this notation on July 22, 1940, and his was the first such “visa” issued in Kaunas. With this Curaçao “visa,” the Japanese consul, Chiune Sugihara*, was prepared to stamp passports with the notation, “TRANSIT VISA”. In July 1940, Jan Zwartendijk had been asked to replace the Dutch Consul in Kaunas. Actually, Zwartendijk was not a professional diplomat at all. He was simply the representative of Philips in Lithuania, but he was a Dutchman and he was not a Nazi sympathizer. Having agreed to take on the position of Acting Dutch Consul, Zwartendijk could hardly have guessed what his short diplomatic career would have in store for him.”

“After having granted Isaac Lewin the Curaçao “visa” that served as the key to the Japanese transit visa and a Soviet exit visa, two Dutch students at Talmudic academies in Poland, Nathan Gutwirth and Chaim Nussbaum, who had also become fugitives in Lithuania, obtained the same “visa” from Zwartendijk and spread the word. In a matter of hours, hundreds of panic-stricken Jews lined up at the Dutch Consulate to obtain the same Curaçao-stamp from Zwartendijk. From July 23, 1940, until August 3, when the Soviets closed the embassies and consulates in Kaunas, Zwartendijk managed to issue possibly as many as 2,345 “visas” to Curaçao. The Japanese Consulate [Consul general Chiune Sugihara*] issued close to 2,000 transit visas and some of these were re-used when sent back to relatives from Japan. Altogether, between 2,100 and 2,200 Jewish refugees arrived in Japan with these visas, where they remained for three to eight months. None of the refugees arrived in Curaçao, but more than half went on to free countries, while about 1,000 were transported by the Japanese to Shanghai, in China, where they survived the war. Zwartendijk was forced to close down the Consulate in Kaunas on August 3, 1940. He spent the rest of the month trying to get back to the Netherlands, but, before that, he burned all official papers, removing any trace of the illegal transactions he had initiated on behalf of the Jews. He spent the rest of the war in Holland, working for Philips. He never told anyone about his wartime deeds. The Dutch government first became aware of his activities in 1963.” 


[image: ]

Sugihara – Zwartendijk visas
 
[Levine, Hillel. In Search of Sugihara: The Elusive Japanese Diplomat Who Risked His Life to Rescue 10,000 Jews from the Holocaust. (New York: Free Press, 1996), pp. 3, 146, 200-201, 231-235, 260. Sakamoto, Pamela R. Japanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugees: A World War II Dilemma. (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998). Zuroff, Efraim. “Attempts to obtain Shanghai permits in 1941: A case of rescue priority during the Holocaust.” Yad Vashem Studies, 13 (1979), 321-351.]
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